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―JOIN US FOR FUN AND LEARNING AT CROSSVILLE’S COMPUTER CLUB‖                                                   Volume 14, Issue 4 

President's Letter 
 from Carl Nordeen 

 

April begins the PPCUG’s transition 

from winter hours to summer hours. Starting in 

April we will have the meetings from 5 P.M. to 7 

P.M. at the 127 South Senior Center. Hope this will 

not confuse too many people. Also spring is a good 

time to make sure that your computer is up to date 

with security software and that active scanning is 

being done. 
  
 
 
 
 
 

THIS MONTH’S MEETINGS 
 

April 4 at 1 p.m. 

At FFG Community Church 

Photography Club 

 

April  

Pleasant Hill Community House 

Pleasant Hill SIG  

No Meeting 

 

April 16 at 5:30 p.m. 

At 127 S. Senior Center 

Scanner Class 

 

April 19 at 1 p.m. 

At 127 S. Senior Center 

Investment SIG  

 

April 21 at 5 p.m. 

At 127 S. Senior Center 

General Meeting 

 

Please note that the time of our general meetings has 

changed. Meetings begin at 5 p.m.  

 

Ask the Experts Q&A 

Short Business Meeting & Program 

April Program 
 

Carl Nordeen will give an updated program on 

Scams 
 

Keep Your Email address up to date 
 

If your email address has changed within the last 

eight months, please advise our membership chair-

person, Janet Hammond, of your new address. Her 

email address is lroy@frontiernet.net. 
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―FREE‖ Table 

We have set up a table at our member meetings to share our 

“extra” goodies with other club members. 

If you have something to give away, bring it in and put it on the 

FREE table.  It’s first come, first served.  If you see something you 

want, help yourself. 

 

Membership Dues and Expiration Dates 

 

Membership dues are $25 a year for a family, $20 a year for 

an individual, and $10 a year for a student 21 years of age or 

under. Your membership is valid for 12 months from the 

month you join (or renew your membership).  Please pay 

your dues to the treasurer before the last day of your anniver-

sary month. Anyone who is 30 days or more in arrears with 

membership dues cannot participate in the door prize draw-

ings. 

 

Corporate memberships are $25 a year for the first two mem-

berships and $10 a year for each additional membership from 

the same company. 

 

Our Club cannot exist without you, the members.  Remem-

ber, you and  your membership dues are important to keep 

the club functioning! 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS DISCLAIMER 
All members of the Plateau PC Users Group are willing to help 

one another in the area of advice and tutorial instruction over the 

phone.  If you should require more involved services or instruc-

tion, we have a few members who are very knowledgeable in sev-

eral areas.  As a responsible consumer, it is up to you to discuss, 

before retaining a member, any and ALL charges for repair ser-

vices and time consuming tutorial activities. 

 

It is not the desire of this Board of Directors to set fees for indi-

viduals for services rendered, nor the responsibility to intervene 

between members who enter into a contract among themselves 
 

The GAZETTE is published using the following:  Microsoft 

Word, Microsoft Publisher, and Microsoft Windows 98,  The 

GAZETTE is the monthly newsletter of the Plateau PC Users 

Group.  Material in the GAZETTE may be freely used in other 

user group newsletters if credit is given the author and the 

PPCUG GAZETTE.  PPCUG members may place free classified 

advertising (up to 50 words) in the GAZETTE (run time maxi-

mum of three months).   

Commercial ads (local advertisers) may be placed at 50 cents per 

line. Graphic ads (camera ready) are as follows:  $25 per 1/4 

page, $40 per 1/2 page, $75 per full page. 
 

DISCLAIMER:  No warranty, express or implied, is made by 

the PPCUG, the Gazette editorial staff or its contributing 

editors.  This extends to all losses incidental or consequential 

from the use or non-use of any information in any issue of the 

GAZETTE. 

 

 

 

 

     

President Carl Nordeen  (931) 456-5597 

Vice-President  Open  

Treasurer Pearl Harter (931) 484-1142 

Secretary Roger Holyer Black 

with Mary Holyer 

Black as backup 

(931) 707-5108 

Librarian/Compliance  Gordon Botting  (931) 456-2184            

Past President Alan Baker  (931) 788-2201 

Programs   

Membership Janet Hammond  (931) 484-6023  

Publicity   

Product Rev. Chair Peter Kaufmann           (931) 456-9353  

Editor Don Lewis (931) 456-5352 

APCUG Rep  Peter Kaufmann           (931) 456-9353  

Equipment Custodian Bob Willis (931) 456-6511 

Webmaster Don Lewis (931) 456-5352 

Directors at Large 

Jim Mansfield  Kay Cargill Joan Carroll 

Bob Willis Don Lewis  Janet Hammond  

Dick Riesz  Harriette Weidner  

 SIG Leaders   

Pleasant Hill Dick Riesz (931) 277-5642 

Investment Club Bob Mohar  (931) 707-0434  

Photography SIG Jim Mansfield (931) 484-6920 
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News of the Special Interest Groups 
 

The PPCUG sponsors several Special Interest Groups 

(SIGs) tailored to meet the varied needs of our many 

members.  Each SIG is a small group whose leader 

prepares material for presentation and encourages 

open discussion and questions.  We urge you to attend 

the SIGs and hope you will find one or more of inter-

est to you.  Ideas for additional groups are welcome, 

as are volunteers to form and lead new SIGs. 

 

Investment Club 

 
Meets the third Saturday of each month at 1 p.m. at 

the 127 S. Senior Center. The leader is Bob Mohar .  
 

Pleasant Hill Group 

 
The Pleasant Hill group meetings will be announced 

by the SIG Leader, Dick Reisz. Meetings are held in 

the Pleasant Hill Community House on Main Street 

across from the Pleasant Hill Post Office.  All mem-

bers are welcome and visitors from the Pleasant Hill 

area are especially encouraged to come.  
 

Photography Club 

 
The Photography Club, a PPCUG SIG, meets the first 

Friday of each month at the Fairfield Glade Commu-

nity Church at 1:00PM.  Topics vary each month but 

we show and discuss member's photos each 

month.  One or two "People's Choice" photos are 

submitted to the Glade Vista each month for publica-

tion. The SIG leader is Jim Mansfield. 

Up Coming Meeting 
 

May 2008 !!! 

 

The next General Meeting of the 

PLATEAU PC USERS GROUP 

Will be May 19 at 5:00 P. M. at 

127 S.  SENIOR CENTER 

 

The program is in planning 

 

 

New Members 
 

Steve & Irene Blackburn 

James D. Brown 

Roger Coulther 

Ray & Paula Fuller 

Phyllis Hubbard 

Jack Yates 

 

Cool Sites 
 

Say no to junk mail! 

 

I found this cool site on Kim Komando website and 

signed up for it immediately.  It's FREE and YOU 

get to choose what catalogs you want delivered to 

your home. 

 

http://www.proquo.com/ 

Kay Cargil 

 

Kim has more cool sites at  

http://www.komando.com/coolsites/ 

 

 

 

PPCUG ISP 
 

We wish to thank the following for providing ISP 

connections:  

 

Multipro for dialup at Pleasant Hill 

Charter for cable broadband at the 127 Senior 

Center 

Frontier for DSL at Fairfield Glade 
 

 PPCUG Website 
 

Visit our website at www.PPCUGinc.com. The Learn-

ing Center class schedule and Gazette are all 

 available on our web site. 
 

Send your comments and suggestions to the  

Webmaster, Don Lewis 

Webmaster@ppcuginc.com  (931) 456-5352 

http://www.proquo.com/
http://www.komando.com/coolsites/


Gazette —  April  2008                                       www.PPCUGinc.com                                                     Page 4 

 

 

All Computers Wait at the Same Speed 
 

by Vinny La Bash, Member of the Sarasota Personal Computer Users Group, Inc., 

Florida 

www.spcug.org 

vlabash(at)comcast.net 

 

Obtained from APCUG with the author's permission for publication by APCUG member groups 

 

I first heard that phrase about ten years ago at a geek conference in Seattle. A decade ago is earlier than the Stone 

Age in computer years. It was probably meant to make fun of the propeller heads that couldn’t live without the fast-

est CPU on their motherboard. The geek’s concern with processing speed seemed ridiculous to those who under-

stood that computers spend very little of their time processing information. They spend it waiting for us to tell them 

to do something. You would certainly find your life very boring if you had to spend 99% of your time waiting for 

other people to act before you could do anything. 

 

What are we talking about? We’re talking about keeping your system properly tuned so that you don’t have to wait 

while it tries to do its job. It’s no secret that Vista has had performance problems. Microsoft has promised that their 

upcoming service pack should resolve most, if not all performance issues. We’ve heard similar kinds of promises 

from Redmond before, but this time they say they really mean it. In fairness, not every performance issue can be 

laid at Microsoft’s doorstep, but it’s always fun to blame them because they’re such an easy target. 

 

Vista puts great demands on your CPU due to Aero and other assorted graphical gizmos built into the product. 

They should have named it the Eye Candy OS. Responding to the user community, Microsoft also added security 

features and additional functions that were not present in XP. When you ask your CPU to do more, you’re adding 

overhead. This means you need more CPU power or you live with a slower system. If Vista performance has been 

less than stellar, the good news is that you can do something about it other than buying a new computer. Here are 

some of the things you can do to make Vista more appealing from a performance standpoint. 

 

You’re probably tired of hearing this one. It’s like mother telling you to eat your vegetables. You know she’s right, 

but you don’t want to hear it. ADD MORE MEMORY. Vista is hungrier for RAM than any of its predecessors, and 

with memory as cheap as it is, it doesn’t make sense to keep it on a starvation diet. XP runs great on one gigabyte 

of RAM. Vista should have two gigabytes as a minimum, and you won’t go wrong by installing even four giga-

bytes. 

 

Even with enough physical memory, Vista can still act like a tired old dog if you have a lightweight video card. Go 

into the Performance Information and Tools utility in Control Panel, and check out your video card with the Win-

dows Experience Index. You need a video card that’s certified for Vista Premium and supports Direct X 10. Use 

the money you save on RAM to buy a good video card. Don’t try to do this one on the cheap. 

 

A real help to good performance is bringing your power settings to the High Performance option. Do this from the 

Power Options utility in Control Panel. The default setting is Balanced which is OK for XP but not Vista. The High 

Performance setting gives you full access to all the Power in the CPU. 

 

Turn off the sidebar. While this feature is visually appealing, it has few socially redeeming traits. Turning off this 

feature can sometimes result in significantly faster startups and shutdowns. Disable the sidebar by right-clicking it. 

Select Properties, and remove the checkmark in the box that starts the sidebar when Vista wakes up. 

 
(Continued on page 5) 
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Fine tune your indexing options. Vista has a great search feature, but it’s totally dependent on indexing the files and 

programs on your hard drive. It’s a mixed blessing. You have a fantastic search capability when you index all loca-

tions, but you take a performance hit. By indexing fewer areas, performance will improve, but your search feature 

will be less robust. 

 

Vista won’t let you turn off indexing completely, but you can disable indexing for locations that may not be impor-

tant to you. Do this from the Performance Information and Tools utility in Control Panel.  

 

Here’s another "eat your veggies" type tip. Empty the Recycle Bin and adjust it so it doesn’t take up more than 2% 

of your hard drive. Right click on the Recycle Bin, select Properties, and make the necessary adjustments in the 

dialog box. Don’t forget to defrag your disk once in a while, and empty the Recycle Bin before you defrag, not af-

ter. 

 

Open My Computer from the Desktop. Right click on the C: drive, select Properties and check how much space 

you have left on your hard drive. If you’re approaching 90% or more, you need to take non-essential files and move 

them to another location. Vista needs free disk space to perform certain housekeeping functions, and if it has to 

hunt around for room or use virtual memory, your performance hit could be enormous. 

 

Keep your device drivers up-to-date. Device drivers were designed to ensure that programs or hardware peripherals 

could "talk" to the system without problems and do their jobs properly. Newer drivers can improve 3D perform-

ance, fix bugs and other graphical glitches in games and video programs. Device drivers can avoid memory con-

flicts and prevent programs from squabbling over resources. Newer device drivers can support innovative features 

within applications, and ensure compatibility among different programs. 

 

These are only some of the things you can do to improve Vista performance. Removing unnecessary startup pro-

grams, preventing spyware and virus infections, and updating old software are additional steps you can take. If your 

system is frequently hanging up or crashing after doing everything you can do to improve performance, then it’s 

time to consider reformatting your hard drive and reinstalling everything, but that’s another article. 

 

This article has been provided to APCUG by the author solely for publication by APCUG member groups. All 

other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 

 

Botnet—The Evil Network 
 

by Grant Fuller, a member of Big Blue & Cousins, Canada 

www.bbc.org 

newsletter(at)bbc.org 

 

Obtained from APCUG with the author's permission for publication by APCUG member groups. 

 

This one might even be too much for Webman. There is a community of evil geeks who own a number of com-

puters that are used exclusively for delivering viruses. 

 

Usually backdoor Trojans, the virus is designed to infect the average computer users machine when launched peri-

odically from the evil geeks' "Zombie" machines. The virus does not necessarily cause problems on the targeted 

computers but it uses these average users' machines to deliver spam. With this chain reaction method, huge quanti-

ties of spam can be spread with very little chance of tracing it to the source. ISP's have admitted they spend more of 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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their resources on combating these "Botnets" than the old-fashioned crackers and hackers. 

 

"If you suspect you are being used as a pigeon for a botnet operator, it is worthwhile downloading a good, tested 

anti-virus application that has a tracking firewall. The usual symptom that suggests there is a botnet present is a 

dramatic slowdown in performance." 

 

Aside from cluttering up the internet with spam, the botnet can deliver "denial of service" attacks. This is a serious 

financial concern for companies trying to establish themselves on the internet as well as institutions that provide 

important community services. 

 

The usual routine is, the spammer, who wants to get a message out to the world, pays the botnet operator, who then 

sends the file to his zombies which in turn launches the spam to the innocent distributors. Sometimes, banks of 

computers in offices and institutions are commandeered by the botnet operator for this criminal activity. 

 

In preparing this article, I could not find proof as to how the original virus is delivered to the unsuspecting so I am 

assuming it is the usual method. Either the user clicks on a deceptive button while surfing the net and triggers a 

download, or an email attachment is opened unwittingly. The culprits often use a harvesting program that goes to 

the ISP server and gathers all their email addresses. Some mass mail programs actually send email to the addresses 

on the server at the same time they are collecting the addresses for future use. 

 

Botnet applications are cleverly designed so they often escape detection by anti-virus software. However, some 

firewalls such as ZoneAlarm will track incoming and outgoing calls so if the user is patient enough to investigate 

each of the unidentified communiqués going on between the hard drive and the internet, the botnet may be found. 

 

If you suspect you are being used as a pigeon for a botnet operator, it is worthwhile downloading a good, tested anti

-virus application that has a tracking firewall. The usual symptom that suggests there is a botnet present is a dra-

matic slow down in performance. As always, it is a good idea to search the internet for the latest information on 

topics like this because the war between good and evil is forever evolving. 

 

This article has been provided to APCUG by the author solely for publication by APCUG member groups. All 

other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 

 

E-Mail Responsibilities 
 

By Bob Schwartz, a member of HAL-PC, Texas, 

www.hal-pc.org 

bobx(at)hal-pc.org 

 

Obtained from APCUG with the author's permission for publication by APCUG member groups. 

 

E-mail is a very valuable method of almost instant communication. However, many people operate under an illu-

sion that it is private. It is not. Once sent, it is effectively broadcast to the world. So one should NEVER send any-

thing that they might regret. Once it is sent, it is now in other people’s hands. The recipient may or may not care as 

much about controlling your e-mails distribution as you do. 

 

Just suppose you send something clever about someone you know to a friend or acquaintance and they bring it up 

on the screen. Then, they take a break and go to coffee, leaving it on the screen. Another person passes by, snoops, 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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and sees the e-mail. They also think it is clever, and make a copy of it and send it to someone they know, etc. 

 

Or, the employer records all e-mail traffic passing within their company, which they have every right to do, since 

the equipment is theirs. 

 

Worse yet, some people send messages that they believe are benign and strictly business, yet some self-anointed 

―god‖ thinks otherwise. 

 

Yet even sneakier are viruses that can unknowingly, by you, forward your e-mails elsewhere; or, police and other 

snoops tapping your connection. There are innumerable ways by which your ―private‖ traffic can go public. 

 

So, the BOTTOM LINE is: compose your messages with care, check the addressees listed, and review the message 

before pressing the ―SEND‖ key. 

 

Oh, by the way: do not think that once sent and ―deleted‖, that the file is gone from your computer. When you 

―delete‖ a file, this DOES NOT ERASE THE FILE. All this does is change the first letter of the file name in the 

directory. The file, in all its glory, remains untouched on the hard drive, which is why it is so easy to recover it. 

Technology has provided a variety of means to recover and reconstitute ―deleted‖ files. 

 

To conclude, e-mail is a tremendously valuable means of almost instant communication. Just make sure that you 

use it carefully, thoughtfully and wisely. 

 

Bob Schwartz is a HAL-PC member, retired EE, 14 patents, technical writer, active in civic affairs: President, 

Brays Bayou Association; Vice President, Marilyn Estates Civic Association; Correspondence Secretary with the 

Willow Waterhole Greenspace Conservancy. 

 

This article has been provided to APCUG by the author solely for publication by APCUG member groups. All 

other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 

 

Hasta la Vista 
 

by Lee Reynolds, a member of the Boca Raton Computer Society, Florida and regular contributor to Boca Bits, the 

BRCS monthly news magazine 

www.brcs.org 

leetutor(at)earthlink.net 

 

Obtained from APCUG with the author's permission for publication by APCUG member groups. 

 

I'm told the literal meaning of "hasta la vista" in Spanish is "until the seeing." Or 

maybe a more adequate translation is "see you later." 

 

But in this column, I'm using that phrase to invite you to take a look at Microsoft's 

latest version of Windows: Vista. 

 

Configuring the Taskbar 

The Taskbar works very much like previous versions of Windows, particularly XP. 

You can configure some options on how it operates by right clicking an empty area on it and selecting from a 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 
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popup context menu. 

 

For example, you can decide: 

♦ To have various toolbars such as the Quick Launch toolbar and a Desktop or Documents toolbar displayed 

♦ Show all open windows "cascaded" like a row of dominoes one behind the other, or show them side by side, or 

one on top of another to cover the desktop 

♦ Minimize all the windows to show the Desktop 

♦ Start the Task Manager application; or lock the Taskbar so that its settings cannot be modified without unlocking 

it first. 

♦ If you select Properties from the context menu, you are given further ways of customizing the Taskbar. 

 

As in Windows XP, there are options: 

♦ to auto-hide the Taskbar (it reduces to a very thin line which only becomes visible as a normal Taskbar when you 

put your mouse over that thin line) 

♦ keep the Taskbar visible over other open windows, 

♦ group similar Taskbar buttons for the same application in a stacked list. 

 

NEW OPTION 

A new option available in the Taskbar properties page, is to determine whether or not hovering your mouse over a 

Taskbar button shows a live preview of the corresponding window (thumbnail.) 

 

CUSTOMIZE THE NOTIFICATION AREA 

Unlike XP, you now have a separate tab to customize the Notification Area, which is the part of the Taskbar on the 

right hand side, normally showing the system clock, a volume control for your speakers, a Network icon, a Safely 

Remove Hardware icon, a Power icon (if you are using a laptop on battery power), and others. You can put a check 

mark next to Hide Inactive Icons and then click the Customize button, in order to access a list of all icons that have 

shown up in the Notification Area. 

 

This is broken down into two lists, those icons that are currently showing in the Notification Area, and those that 

have shown up in the past but are not currently there now. For each icon, you click to access a drop down list to 

choose Hide when inactive, Hide, or Show. 

 

SYSTEM TIME 

One of the things that you can show on the Taskbar is the system time (and that was in previous versions of Win-

dows also), but this now has some modifications. 

 

Hover your mouse over the system time in the Notification Area, you get a balloon tip telling the system date and 

day of week, but if you click on the system time instead, up pops a nice looking circular clock and a calendar of the 

current month, with a link to the Control Panel area where you can change the date and time settings. 

 

In that area of Control Panel, you can now click on a tab for Additional Clocks and configure up to 2 more different 

system clocks to be active, each with a different time zone and time of day perhaps. If you do that, then hovering 

your mouse over the system time in the Notification Area will modify the balloon tip to show all active clocks, 

whereas clicking on system time will now show all these different clocks side by side, together with the calendar of 

the current month. 

 

This article has been provided to APCUG by the author solely for publication by APCUG member groups. All 

other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 

 

(Continued from page 7) 
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Photoshop Lightroom:  a Review 
 

by Tom Ekvall, newsletter editor and ―Creative Imaging‖ columnist, Northeast Wisconsin PCUG 

http://webpages.charter.net/newpcug/ 

Tekval(at)new.rr.com 

 

Obtained from APCUG with the author's permission for publication by APCUG member groups. 

 

Do you like to shoot plenty of pictures with your digital camera? 

 

If you are like me, storing and organizing them is always a chore so that you can find the right picture when you 

need it. 

 

Enter Adobe Photoshop Lightroom – the new kid on the block for handling your digital workflow. Designed spe-

cifically for professional photographers, Lightroom is equally fantastic and impressive for any photo enthusiast.  

 

Lightroom is not designed to replace Adobe Photoshop or Photoshop Elements.  However, it is the perfect comple-

ment to the programs, and for some who do not care for doing layers, may become the only product they need for 

digital imaging tasks. 

 

While Photoshop is designed as a general-

purposed tool to handle a variety of creative digi-

tal imaging tasks, Lightroom has only one fo-

cus—providing photographers with an effective, 

streamlined way to manage their photos, process 

them, and deliver a final product whether a print 

or web gallery. 

 

The product incorporates many features I enjoy in 

Photoshop CS3, such as the state of the art black 

and white adjustment techniques and being able 

to edit JPEG and TIFF files in a non-destructive 

manner. 

 

In fact, everything you do in Lightroom is handled in a non-destructive manner, so that .jpg images do not diminish 

in quality over time as editing changes are made. I like the way Lightroom lays out the photo editing tools on the 

workspace so that everything is at hand.  Edits can be undone in the future and new changes made without having 

to create separate files for each change.  Information is stored in a separate file associated with the image. The in-

formation is there in a Managed Photos folder whether you import the images into Lightroom's library or leave 

them in the original location. 

 

Lightroom in fact is a cataloger of your photos, with the user having the choice where to store the images.  It will 

even recognize pictures on removable drives or external hard drives as part of the catalog, something most brows-

ers will not do. I chose to store my pictures in their original location for now. 

 

When you start up Lightroom, you will notice a sleek, black interface with photos in the workspace depicted as 

slides. 

 
(Continued on page 10) 
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The concept behind Lightroom is to provide a simplified workflow setup from shoot to finish with five modules 

identified on the top right hand section of the screen:  Library, Develop, Slideshow, Print, and Web. Each module 

has a set of panels with pre-set information on the right hand side, task information on the left hand side, photo dis-

plays in the center and a filmstrip on the bottom of photos being reviewed.  The filmstrip shows all in a particular 

folder, not just those opened up. 

 

The Library is where photos are imported and cataloged with the ability to add keyword information, rate the photo 

on importance, and even mark it for rejection before a final deletion. It also includes Quick Develop controls that 

let you make simple edits with push button controls rather than sliders. Photos can be viewed in tandem to facilitate 

selecting, comparing, and ranking (stars and colors) photos for later processing. 

 

The Develop module is where you do the non-destructive processing of photos including those in the .raw format.  

Whether you are in the library looking at a set of photos or in the Develop module, a histogram of the picture se-

lected is always visible.  This helps in evaluating which picture to keep or edit for printing. 

 

The Slideshow provides a way to review photos or show them to someone else in an interesting format with the 

film strip of all the photos still showing on the bottom part of the screen. 

 

The Print module provides all the choices for printing while the Web provides a tool for enabling the pictures to be 

viewed on the web either in html or in flash formats.  

 

I love the way Lightroom is laid out on the screen as you can see from the accompanying image.  Everything is so 

simple to use and user-friendly. 

 

I also love the Color Adjustment sliders that adjust both the primary and secondary color ranges (all eight colors) 

with regard to the hue, saturation and luminance (HSL) characteristics of the image as well as the tonal controls 

including a new Tone Curve feature.  Both allow you to make adjustments directly in the targeted photo.   

 

Lightroom can probably handle most of my image-editing needs.  However, there is still definitely a place for Pho-

toshop CS3 for those things which Lightroom cannot do. 

 

What Lightroom cannot do is apply layers, masks, and selective editing to a photo nor will it allow you to do com-

positing and montages.  It is not a ―fix it‖ program when extensive retouching is necessary, nor does it have filters 

and brushes to create artistic effects, something I love to do. .Lightroom also does not work with video, which is no 

big deal to me. 

 

Lightroom does provide for exporting the photo to Photoshop, Photoshop Elements or other image editing pro-

grams so that further work can be done to the photo. 

 

Lightroom sells through Adobe (www.adobe.com) for $299.  A 30-day fully functional tryout version is available 

for downloading from their web site. 

 

Final thought.  This is definitely a must-have program for those who want to manage their photos and process 

them in a non-destructive manner. To me what sets this apart from other organizers/digital asset management pro-

grams is the quality and depth of the photo-editing tools.  It is obvious the program draws upon the experience of  

Adobe staff in developing image-editing products such as Photoshop, Bridge, and Camera Raw.  

 

The system requirements include Microsoft Vista or Windows XP, 768 MB of RAM (1 GB recommended) and a 

(Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 11) 

http://www.adobe.com/
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Pentium 4 processor.  I installed the software on an Acer laptop running Vista with Pentium 4 dual-core processors 

(1.60 GHz speed), and 2 GB of RAM. No installation problems.  There are a number of books out on the market to 

help you learn more about the software.  The one I use is Photoshop Lightroom for Digital Photographers Only by 

Ron Sheppard.  I like it for its simplicity in presenting information in an easy-to-understand format.  There are a 

number of other great books out there. 

 

This article has been provided to APCUG by the author solely for publication by APCUG member groups. All 

other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 

 

Moving on to Vista – Part 4 
 

by Neil Stahfest, Librarian, Tacoma Area PC User Group, Washington 

www.tapcug.org 

ncstahfest(at)msn.com 

 

Obtained from APCUG with the author's permission for publication by APCUG member groups. 

 

Windows Vista is a resource hog. A year ago, when I reviewed Vista for TAPCUG, my advice was to not upgrade 

an existing computer and buy Vista, wait and get it with a new computer.  Today I stand by that advice.  There are 

no new major programs that require Vista to run.  If you're content with the  way your existing computer(s) run 

with Windows XP there is no real reason to upgrade.   

 

When you do buy a new computer there are several features you should look for it to run Vista well. The first is 

RAM (random access memory).  I don't think any manufacturer is selling a new computer with Vista with less than 

1 megabyte of RAM but if you really want Vista to work well with large applications (Microsoft Office, video edit-

ing software, many games) try to get 2 gigabytes of RAM.  You wont be sorry.  There is no point in installing more 

than 4 gigabytes of RAM.  Windows cannot access memory above 4 gigabytes. 

 

The other issue is a video card.  Vista wants at least 128 megabytes of memory for video.  For best results, the 

memory should be installed on the video card.  Some computers steal the video requirements from your computer's 

RAM.  It works but the card will run slower. 256 megabytes of video card memory is even better. 

 

Many people don't partition their hard disks, I do.  I suppose it goes back to the days when larger hard drives started 

to appear and our computer operating system couldn't recognize and use the larger space.  Of course all that has 

changed now, Windows can handle almost any hard drive size.  When I had to partition my hard drive, to fully util-

ize it, I discovered other benefits.  Its easier to make a backup copy of a smaller hard drive.  If I create a partition 

for just my photographs, and I only need to make a new backup of my pictures, I can just backup the partition con-

taining the pictures and not everything else.   A faster and easier process.   I can also install another operating sys-

tem Windows XP or maybe Linux) on my computer by creating a separate partition and run  it using a simple proc-

ess called dual booting. 

 

So I wanted to partition the hard drive that came with my laptop to use some of the excess space to store a backup 

copy of drive C.  I bought a new copy of Partition Magic.  I've used this program many times to partition drives on 

other computers.  Unfortunately I discovered that Vista doesn't like Partition Magic.  A trip to Symantec's home 

page showed that they have no updates for Vista.  As I was wondering how I would solve this dilemma, I discov-

ered that Vista has a new built-in Disk Management utility and one of its functions will partition hard drives.   

 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 
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To use it you first have to get to the Disk Management window.  From the start button, go to the control panel.  

Click on System and Maintenance and scroll down to ―Create and format hard disk partitions‖, at the very bottom 

of the window.  You will see what appears to be a table of every disk and partition installed on your computer.  

Among other things, you'll see the capacity of each disk and the free space available.  Select the hard drive that you 

want to partition and right-click on it.  You need to free up empty space on the hard drive so on the drop down 

menu.  Select ―Shrink Volume‖ and specify the amount of space you want to free up in the Shrink Dialog box.  The 

free space will appear in the Disk Management window as a black bar and labeled as ―Unallocated‖.    

 

Now you are ready to create your new partition.  Right-click on the ―unallocated space‖.  From the menu select 

―New Partition‖.    Then you just follow the wizard that appears to select the size and type of partition you want to 

create and format it.  It may sound complicated but if you follow the steps listed above its easy.   

 

Windows assigns drives (hard drives, DVD drives, etc) in alphabetical sequence so if drive letters C, D and E were 

already used your new partition will be labeled drive F.  Typically, when you buy a computer from a company such 

as Hewlett Packard, drive C will be your hard drive, drive D will be a  partition labeled ―Recovery Drive‖ (used to 

restore your computer to ―factory condition‖ in the event of a catastrophic crash) and drive E will be a CD/DVD 

drive.   

 

Its a cosmetic thing but I like to group all my hard drives and partitions together.  You can use the Disk Manage-

ment window to relabel your drives. Just select one of the drives, right-click on it and select ―Change drive letter 

and paths‖. When you left-click on ―Change drive letter and paths‖ press the ―Change‖ button and pick a new letter 

to label the drive.  I usually start by re-labeling the Recovery Drive drive ―R‖ to make the letter ―D‖ available for a 

new hard drive or partition. Then I re-label the CD/DVD drive drive Z.  When this is done, all the letters from D 

through Q are available for hard drives, hard drive partitions and flash drives. 

 

This article has been provided to APCUG by the author solely for publication by APCUG member groups. All 

other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 

 

New Technology Terms 
By Sandy Berger, CompuKISS 

www.compukiss.com 

sandy(at)compukiss.com 

 

Obtained from APCUG with the author's permission for publication by APCUG member groups. 

 

Words, words, words….In the fast-moving world of technology, new words and phrases are constantly introduced. 

In order to keep up with the times, you need to learn about the  current terminology. This need not be a drudgery. In 

fact, it can be fun to see what new words and abbreviations are popular. Check these out and you can wow your 

friends next time computers and technology become the subject at the 19th hole or the neighborhood cocktail party. 

 

SSD (Solid-State Drive) 

This is a type of memory that you will be hearing more and more about in the future. It is a type of flash memory 

that has no moving parts. Some small laptop computers are appearing using SSDs for storing data instead of hard 

drives. Because SSDs have no spinning disks like the ordinary hard drives, they offer improved battery life for lap-

top computers. They also have better data access speeds than hard disks.  

 

 

(Continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 13) 
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404 

You may recognize this as a common message on the Internet. It indicates that the requested page could not be 

found. This may mean that the page has temporarily or permanently moved and is not currently available. How-

ever, recently the term 404 has come to have another meaning. It refers to someone who is totally clueless. From 

the error message ―404 not found‖, this has become a slang term meaning that the person’s brain could not be lo-

cated. If you decide to call your spouse a 404, make sure that he or she has not read this column or you’ll be in big 

trouble. 

 

Crowdsourcing 

Using the skills of a wide variety of people to do a job or perform a task is called crowdsourcing. The people who 

perform such a function are often found on the Internet. Although these people can be paid, often they are volun-

teers. 

 

Geotagging 

This is technology built into a digital camera or part of a camera add-on device that is able to tag each photo with 

the exact location that the picture was taken. Photos can then be sorted based on where they were taken. They can 

also be plotted on maps. 

 

HDMI (High-definition Multimedia Interface) 

This is a newer audio and video interface that is often found on televisions, DVD players, video game consoles, 

video cameras, and other video equipment. This type of connector replaces older standard connectors like compos-

ite video, S-Video, component video, and DVI. HDMI carries both audio and video in one cable. It supports digital 

rights management systems. HDMI cables can be very expensive in comparison to older audio and video cables.  

 

One Laptop per Child (OLPC) 

Led by Nicholas Negroponte, this is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to design, manufacture, and distrib-

ute affordable laptop computers to children around the world. The laptops were initially called the ―$100 laptop‖, 

but the final build cost almost $200 each. In 2007, the One Laptop per Child organization started distributing these 

laptop computers to children in developing countries. The laptops are bright green and white portable computers 

with special features like a sealed keyboard. They are called XO computers. 

 

SEO (Search Engine Optimization) 

Search Engine Optimization is the process of tweaking a website to improve the volume of traffic that is produced 

by search engines. The idea is to give the website a higher ranking in the search engines thereby producing more 

traffic to the site. SEO includes using keywords and website design to get higher rankings with search engines.  

 

Skype 

This is an online service that allows users to make telephone calls over the Internet. The software is free and there 

is no charge to call the computers of other Skype users. Your computer must have a microphone in order to use 

Skype. With the addition of a webcam, Skype callers from computer to computer can also place video calls where 

they can both see and talk to each other. Skype also allows you to call landlines and cell phones for a fee. Skype 

has other services such as instant messaging and file transfer. 

 

FTW  

This stands for ―For The Win‖. You may remember it being a part of  the game show ―Hollywood Squares‖  where 

a certain square would be selected ―For the Win.‖ It is also used in some online games like World of Warcraft. It is 

now a popular term that usually projects a boast, as in ―I did it FTW.‖  It is often used ironically and sarcastically.  

 

(Continued from page 12) 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Bot 

A bot computer is one that has been infected with some type of malware that allows the computer to be controlled 

by an outside entity. Millions of computers are bots that are now under the influence of malware distributors who 

use these computers to send out spam, attack other computers and websites, and carry out scams and identity theft. 

The computer owner is usually unaware that their computer has been compromised since this activity is performed 

in the background. 

 

BotNet 

A series of bot computers, sometimes as large as millions of computers is called a BotNet. The BotNet does the 

bidding of some entity that has compromised the computers and taken control of them by installing some type of 

malware. 

 

Zombie 

This term that means the same thing as a Bot. It is a personal computer that has been infected with a virus that al-

lows an outside force to control it. Such a computer can be used to send out spam or attack other computers without 

the owner’s knowledge. Millions of computers today are zombie computers. They are part of a Zombie Network of 

computers that are controlled by hackers. 

This article has been provided to APCUG by the author solely for publication by APCUG member groups. All 

other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 

 

It's Not Just Entertainment Any More 
 

By Gene Komaromi, a member of the Computer Club of Green Valley, Arizona 

http://gvcc.apcug.org/ 

genek6(at)gmail.com 

 

Obtained from APCUG with the author's permission for publication by APCUG member groups. 

 

In the past, we've commonly thought of computer games, especially those played on game machine platforms, as 

pure entertainment. Times have changed and many games have become educational as well as physical training de-

vices. 

 

Learning has become fun for both kids and adults. Here's some information that will keep you ahead of the digital 

gaming curve. 

 

DS - Handheld Games for Senior Citizens Nin-

tendo has a hot selling hand held video game 

machine called the ―DS‖ for ―Double Screen.‖ 

The device opens with two visible screens, one 

is a display screen and the other is a ―Touch 

Screen‖ which serves as the controller interface. 

The DS has a series of games designed with 

―older‖ users in mind. They are Brain Age, Big 

Brain Academy and Flash Focus. 

 

All three have been recommended by AARP, 

and Brain Age has been shown to improve men-

(Continued from page 13) 
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tal performance in independent tests. Brain Age and Big Brain Academy have a series of games, practice exercises 

and tests that are designed to improve and evaluate cognitive skills, and best of all ―they're fun.‖ They chart and 

graph improvement and will keep records for several individuals. 

 

Have you ever had a problem with that vision test on your driver's license exam? Then Flash Focus was made for 

you. It too has games and exercises, but instead of improving your brain they improve your eyes. 

 

Wii Want to Play 

The hottest new gaming console is the Wii, another product from Nintendo that has games designed for the older 

kids, real older kids. The game controller is a little motion sensitive device that straps on the user's wrist. Partici-

pants interact with the game by moving their arms. 

 

In the Detroit area, aerobic classes and movies have been replaced by Wii in many senior citizen centers. 

―Bowling‖ seems to be one of the most popular games. I've played it, and yes, it's exactly like the real thing. The 

motion of your arm, as you approach a virtual bowling alley, allows you to curve the ball and add some spin. Wii 

bowling leagues are springing up all over the country. Nintendo is about to release an exercise program for the Wii 

that uses a floor pad as a controller. 

 

This article has been provided to APCUG by the author solely for publication by APCUG member groups. All 

other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 

 

Minutes of the March 17 Membership Meeting 

 
Two question and answer sessions attended by 40 members and 4 guests preceded the meeting.  Twenty-two people 

attended the Vista Q&A session.  The remaining 22 people were in the general Q&A session. 

 

Call to Order at 3:05 PM. 

 

Minutes of the February Board of Director’s meeting, the Treasury balance, and membership numbers were pre-

sented.  

 

Classes:  The audience was told that Alan Baker has scheduled a class about scanners on April 16th at 5:30 p.m. 

and another class about eBay on May 21st at 5:30 p.m. at the 127 South Senior Center. 

 

Programs:  Carl Nordeen presented, ―Microsoft Vista‖.   

 

While connected to the internet, Carl showed how to accomplish multiple tasks in Vista.  In essence, Carl let the 

audience know that anything they could do in XP, they could do in Vista.  The only real difference in getting the 

tasks accomplished is a different look and somewhat different methods to get the tasks done.  Carl said Service 

Pack 1 for Vista is due on this month. 

  

Door Prizes: Don Lewis and Judy Peabody each won one-Gigabyte Flash Drives. 

 

Adjournment: at 5:04 PM  
 

Submitted by 

Roger D. Holyer Black, Secretary 

(Continued from page 14) 



PLATEAU PC USERS GROUP, INC.  

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP  

Return this application, with check for annual dues ($25 family, $20 individual, $10 student membership) payable to 
"PLATEAU PC USERS GROUP." Return to the club Treasurer during our meeting or mail to PPCUG Treasurer. P.O. 

Box 3787, Crossville, TN 38557. 

________________________      

Date                                                     

________________________    ____________________     ________________________________________________ 

Last Name                                   First Name                                 Family Members (if family membership) 

_________________________________________________   _________   _____________________________________________ 
Address: City                                                           State      Zip Code     Phone Number 
_________________________________________ 
E-Mail address 

l have used PCs since (year):                I have belonged to a Computer Club before. Yes                No 

I have knowledge in the following areas and would be willing to share my knowledge with club members: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I would like to learn more about the following areas: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

May 2008  

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

    1 2  1 pm 

Photography 

Club Mtg 

3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14  2  pm 
Board Mtg 

15  16 17  1 PM 

Investment 

SIG 

18 19    5  pm 

Q & A Session 

Followed by 

General Mtg 

20 21   5:30 pm 

eBay Class 
22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 


