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AJOIN US FOR FUN AND LEARNI NG AT CROSSVILLE®S COMPUTE®S8C

THI' S MONTHOS ME| BrBsident's Letter

from Carl Nordeen
August 1 at 1 p.m.

At FFG Community Church
Photography Club

Not Available

August 16 at 10 a.m.
At 127 S. Senior Center
Investment SIG

August 18 at 6 p.m.
At 127 S. Senior Center
General Meeting

Please note that the time of our general meetings
changed to the summer schedule. Meetings begin
p.m.

e Ask the Experts Q&A
e Short Business Meeting & Program

August Program

The Augustprogram on da Vinci Robotic Surge
will be presented by Tim Doulin, BSN, RN, the Clini
cal Sales Representative for Intuitive Surgical for th
Plateau Region. The program will include the histo
of robotic technology and Intuitive Surgical; local
and national adoption of Intuitive robotic technology;
an overview of clinical applications/key surgical pro-
cedures; and a fishow an
Vinci System components (There will be a live de
onstration of the entire da Vinci Surgical System o
Aug 27 in Fairfield Glade.)
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AFREEO Tabl e
We have set up a table at our member meetings to share our
fextrad goodies with other club me1
If you have something to give away, bring it in and put it on the
FREE tabl e. ltds first come, first
want, help yourself.
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Membership Dues and Expiration Dates

Membership dues are $25 a year for a family, $20 a year for Fresident Carl Nordeen (931) 4565597

an individual, and $10 a year for a student 21 years of age ol

under. Your membership is valid for 12 months from the Vice-President Kay Cargill (931) 4567613
month you join (or renew your membership). Please pay

your dues to the treasurer before the last day of your anniver Treasurer Alan Baker (931) 7882201
sary month. Anyone who is 30 days or more in arrears with

membership dues cannot participate in the door prize draw- Secretary Patricia A. Anulewicz

ings.

Corporate memberships are $25 a year for the first two mem Librarian/Compliance Gordon Botting (931) 4562184

berships and $10 a year for each additional membership fror
the same company.

Past President Carl Nordeen (931) 4565597
Our Club cannot exist without you, the members. Remem- P
ber, you and your membership dues are important to keep " 09@ms Open
the club functioning! Membership JanetHammond  (931) 4846023
BOARD OF DIRECTORS DISCLAIMER .
Publicity Open

All members of the Plateau PC Users Group are willing to he
one another in the area of advice and tutorial instruction ovel

phone. If you should require more involved services or instrt Product Rev. Chair  Peter Kaufmann (931) 4569353
tion, we have a few members who are very knowledgeable ir

eral areas. As a responsible consumer, it is up to you to disc Editor Don Lewis (931) 4565352
before retaining a member, any and ALL charges for repair s _.

vices and time consuming tutorial activities. APCUG Rep Peter Kaufmann (931) 4569353
It_is not the desjre of this Board of Directors to set feeg for int Equipment Custodian Bob Willis (931) 4566511
viduals for services rendered, nor the responsibility to interve

between members who enter into a contract among themsel' \\japmaster Don Lewis (931) 4565352

The GAZETTE is published using the following: Microsoft .

Word, Microsoft Publisher, and Microsoft Windows 98, The Directors at Large
GAZETTE is the monthly newsletter of the Plateau PC Users
Group. Material in the GAZETTE may be freely used in othe
user group newsletters if credit is given the author and the

Jim Mansfield Harriette Weidner Joan Carroll

PPCUG GAZETTE. PPCUG members may place free class BOP Willis Don Lewis Janet Hammond
advertising (up to 50 words) in the GAZETTE (run time maxi-
mum of three months). Dick Riesz Pearl Harter Roger Holyer Black

Commercial ads (local advertisers) may be placed at 50 cent
line. Graphic ads (camera ready) are as follows: $25 per 1/4
page, $40 per 1/2 page, $75 per full page.

DISCLAIMER: No warranty, express or implied, is made by SIG Leaders

the PPCUG, the Gazette editorial staff or its contributing

editors. This extends to all losses incidental or consequentic Pleasant Hill Dick Riesz (931) 2775642

from the use or norruse of any information in any issue of the

GAZETTE. Investment Club Bob Mohar (931) 7070434
Photography SIG Jim Mansfield (931) 4846920
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Up Coming Meeting
September 2008 !!!

The next General Meeting of the
PLATEAU PC USERS GROUP
Will be September 15 at 6:00 P. M. at
127 S. SENIOR CENTER

Program to be determined.

New Members

No new members this month

Cool Sites

http://snopes.com/

Do you receive emails that have been forwarded all
over the world and say bad things about your favor-
ite politician or good things about the politicians you

that will render your computer useless and that there
is no way to keep from getting it or cure them?
Maybe they tell about ATM, employment, sales,
identity theft scams and many other scams. Are they
true? The Urban Legend site, Snopes researches
many such emails and tales to come up with the
source and validity of these rumors. Search on the
title of the email or key words. Try searching on the
names of both of the candidates for president. It
makes interesting reading.

Please send your cool site suggestions to me at
webmaster@ppcug.com

hate? Do you get emails that tell about deadly virusesyerg gre welcome and visitors from the Pleasant Hill

News of the Special Interest Groups

The PPCUG sponsors several Special Interest Group
(SIGs) tailored to meet the varied needs of our many
members. Each SIG is a small group whose leader
prepares material for presentation and encourages
open discussion and questions. We urge you to atter
the SIGs and hope you will find one or more of inter-
est to you. Ideas for additional groups are welcome,
as are volunteers to form and lead new SIGs.

Investment Club

Meets the third Saturday of each month at 10 a.m. at
the 127 S. Senior Center. The leader Bob Mohar .
Anyone interested should contact Bob at 700 4 3 4

Pleasant Hill Group

The Pleasant Hill group meetings will be announced
by the SIG Leader, Dick Riesz. Meetings are held in
the Pleasant Hill Community House on Main Street
across from the Pleasant Hill Post Office. All mem-

area are especially encouraged to come.

Photography Club

The Photography Club, a PPCUG SIG, meets the firs
Friday of each month at the Fairfield Glade Commu-
nity Church at 1:00PM. Topics vary each month but
we show and discuss member's photos each

month. One or two "People's Choice" photos are
submitted to the Glade Vista each month for publica-
tion. The SIG leader is Jim Mansfield.

PPCUG ISP

We wish to thank the following for providing ISP
connections:

Multipro for dialup at Pleasant Hill

Charter for cable broadband at the 127 Senior
Center

Frontier for DSL at Fairfield Glade

PPCUG Website

Visit our website at www.PPCUGinc.comThe Learn-
ing Center class schedule and Gazette are all
available on our web site.

Send your comments and suggestions to the
Webmaster, Don Lewis
Webmaster@ppcuginc.com (931) 456352

™
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Minutes of the Membership Meeting
July 21, 2008

Question & Answer: Sessions began at 6:00 pm at the 127 South Senior C@imeVista group met in the dining
room with Carl Nordeen leadinglhe large group met in the meeting hall with Alan Baker fielding questions o
how to use the Windows help system, using Orestagr
video telephone, Skype 4.0, and the AVG free anti virus.

=]

Call to Order: At 7:00 pm by Kay Cargill, Director At Large.

Program: Al an Baker presented a c¢ompr e Htesmpartable mipiatuvegnecagm
player combined control unitNo instructions come with it, so you have to learn how to use the symbols on th
wheel. Comes in a wide price range, plays music, displays photos and plays nidagdata storage, games, F
tuner and a voice recordegtores a huge amount of songs up to 40,08umber of accessories are available fqr
purchase.Alan demonstrated how to download music from the PC to the MP3 player.

Suggestions for Future ClassesMembers expressed an interest in email photos, how to edit digital photos, and
dealing with digital files over the InterneKay Cargill suggested that all XP users combine with the Vista user in
the meeting hall rather than be separated into two rooms.

Forum Website Postings: Alan will post how to install Frontier systems, Outlook email multiple page printing|
problems, email large distribution blocking and G(google) mail.

Announcements: Alan Baker will hold a second class on Excel Wednesday, Jif\a23:30 pm at the 127 South
Senior Center.There will be a minimal feeThe only month there will not be a meeting is December.

Membership: Stands at 192 members with $6,200 in the baklln stated the only plans to date for the $6,200
the bank is for scholarships.

n

Old Business: None discussed.
Door Prizes: A 1-gigabyte flash drive was awarded to Carol Haverdink and one to Jim Buxton
Adjournment: 8:00 pm

Submitted by Harriette Weidner for Patricia A. Anulewicz, secretary
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Product Review Page

This page will be devoted monthly to reviews of computer products chosen by our Product Review Coordir

view. The product then becomes yours!

Adobe Photoshop Elements 6

By Jim Mansfield
July, 2008

Adobeds Photoshop EIl ement s 6-prafessiohahpbotoraditing softwaetieanAddg
has been publishing for sever al year s. For tho

ato

Pete Kaufmann. The Editors encourage PPCUG Memblr

shop CS3, this program is the industry standard. Most digital photography magazines and books refer to tpchi

in Photoshop programs. Photoshop Elements 6 allows everyone, from a beginner tsexisesmphotographer, fo

be able to make minor or major modifications to their photographs.

The software is widely available in retail stores and online. There will probably be a newer version coming put

soon, this one was issued in the fall of 2007. Online prices are about $60 and the package includes a DVD
page AnGetting Started Guideo and an AEditing Key

System requirements include: An Intel Pentium 4, Pentium M, or Intel Centrino 1.3 GHz processor; Windowgs Xl
with Service Pack 2 or Windows Vista (a Macintosh version is also available); 256MB of RAM (512MB recom-

mended); 1.5GB of available hadisk space; Color monitor with it color video card; a 1024x768 monitor reg
lution at 96dpi or less; Microsoft Direct X9 compatible display driver; and €RCIM drive.

Installation was pretty straightforward, taking about 15 minutes to complete the install, restart the computer
register online. A AWelcomeo screen asks i f yol
choose from this menu each time you start it up or ask the program to always start in one of those modes.
an annoying pojqup asking if I wanted to win a laptop if | made a movie.

As soon as you start to use the

Started Guideo(18 pages) is very brief and al mo 4
t he g
I

ual nor is there a manual on DVD. T hespeedrtdnyec-
tion or have-tpor bbakedybdbdHowil be | ost. You can

you have enough ink, paper and time. If you have used Photoshop before or some other photo editing sorTvar
e

can begin to explore and follow some limited guidelines in the software. Otherwise, you must access the |

for almost every bit of information, including a Glossary. Unless you have sspa&gd connection, the book (e.q.

Missing Manual for Photoshop 6 about $26.00, Photoshop 6 for Dummies about $17.00) or a high tolerance
tration, do not proceed until you get one or more of them.

nction |
Organi zé

As you start to use the program, each f

u
or fApreparing functiono del ay. I n the

program, you rumn

O-

ano

dic

t
0
d
rr

for

S
r

hard drive, or even mobile phone. Once the photos are there, you can have the program automatically scaf fo

correct reeeye. Photos can be also arranged and categorized by date, keyword tags, star ratings, file name

type, etec. You can also create AAl bumso to keefp

ing function in Organizer is to click on one or more photos and have the same action taken on all of them. )
haveredee y e r emoval, AAut o smart fixo, Auto Color, A
once. This may be enough correction for most of

comparison on the screen in Organizer. You can
(Continued on pag6)
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(Continued from pagb)

selected.

Il n the AEdito mode, you are in the most wuseful u
AFull o edit modes. The easiest to use iIis the GUQi
sharpen), Lighting and Exposure (Enhanced color, Remove color cast, and Skin tones), and Guided Activities (

up and photomerge) edit modes. In each activity, you view a before and after photo and a slider to move uftil \
get the effect you wish. Each correction also has
yourself.

I n the AQuicko mode you go directly to the Smart
the auto fix button or make the changes yourself with the slider.

Il n the AFull 6 edit mode you get into Layers, Fi lpt
detailed correction and artistic results. You can experiment with these functions or refer to a manual to get ghe
you wish.

The other two main functions of the program are]|]h

Books, Calendars (though you are sent to an online link to order it from Kodak), Collages, Online Galleries,|anc
Slide shows. In Share, you can send photos to an online gallery, an email attachment, Photo mail, order orfline
prints or create a CD/DVD. The process to send an email with a photo was annoying. You had to use Adope ¢
and get an email sent to your account. You then had to enter into the verification scredamm82r code sent tq
your email. Finally, you could send the email to someone.
In comparison to other photo editing programs, Photoshop Elements 6 probably has more capabilities for tHe a
vanced user. Paint Shop Pro X however, has an excellent Learning Center and useful Help without using the it
net. Picasa and Paint Shop Pro can do many photo editing functions as well and with a shorter learning cufve.
ever, in the long run, Photoshop 6, after spending additional money to buy a manual, will be worth the inveqtme

Wireless Router Setup

By Bob Elgines, Editor, Colorado River Computer Club, Arizona
www.crccaz.com/
elginesz@rraz.net

Obtained from APCUG with the author's permission for publication by APCUG member groups.
How to change the setup or configuration of your Wireless Router and PC. First we need to get to your routfr a

the original setup by bringing up Internet Explorer on your direct wired computer (Master) and typing in onejof t
code addresses below:

TYPE CODE USER PASSWORD  CHNL
Belkin: 192.168.2.1 (No Name) (Leave Blank) 6
D-Link: 192.168.0.1 admin (Leave Blank) 6
Linksys: 192.168.1.1 (Leave Blank) admin 11
Netgear: 192.168.0.1 admin password 10

A login screen will appear; if you used your own login name and password then use them. If you lost them gnd
wish to reconfigure your router, you will have to push the reset button for at least 30 seconds. This sets thefrou

(Continued on pag@é)

Gazetted August 2008 www.PPCUGInc.com Bage



(Continued from pagé)
back to its defaults and you can use the default values above.

During your setup you may have seen fANumber of [PpH

puters in your network or that number plus one.

SSIDi s your wireless network name, for exampl e, LJ

SSID and then hide it later. After changing the name, we need to reconnect with each wireless computer. Tp re

nect, right click the icon in the System Tray (or taskHugint).

Connection | Security Windows XP SP2- Choose Available Wireless Networks / Change

o Apn in the Preferred Network section.
RS R Type in the Network name you have chosen, then click OK twice.

Network Availability: Al users

[} Connect automatically when this network is in range on View Status (located middlgght). Click on Wireless Properties

@Connecttoan?ore preferredhetworkifavaila'ble b utton. Put c h ec k mar k on ﬁ c ol
[¥] Connect even if the network is not broadcasting cast i n g O .

Advanced Settings. Click the Wireless Networks tab, click Add bugton

Windows VISTA - Select Network and Sharing Center, then left cjck

N

(Or goto START / CONNECT TO / click on your SSID and click the CONNECT button below. Then you car rig
click on your SSID and select Properties. This will get you to your Wireless Properties window where you cgn p

the Acheck mar ko and enter your Security code.)

Complete this on all of your wireless computers and remember how you got there!

Security Mode: [ WEP VT
Defaut Transmt Key: ® 1 02 O3 O 4
WEP Encryption: 64 b'irtsr‘lﬂrherx dlgIYS Vj

Key 3: ABBDAT12FC4
Key 4 |7A681B792D

Next step is to select@ecurity type, let us try’WEP first. This may
be slightly different due to different manufactures. Usually you will fing"=

under Security or Wireless tabs of your router setup. Select 64 or 12§ [~ .

encryption, then type in a word or phase and let the router do the cod | __ . . i o =
clicking on Generate. Select #1 and write down this code for your wir¢| _ = =
computers. Go to the Wireless Properties window and click onthe SE | ..oty sesesens '
RITY tab. Then set the ENCRYPTION type to WEP and enter the seq

code you wrote down, click OK and Close. Key Index should remain ¢ o ‘ <

one.

Passphrase: [airplane Second, now we can choose to stop your Router from broadcastirg
ey : |1C368BDAES | your SSI D by selecting disablle
2 it ! setup. All your computers should be reading the wireless connectjon.

Look at the Security Type by clicking the down arrow on the right. Note these are the other types of security al-
lowed: WPA2Personal, WPAPersonal, WPAZENnterprise, and WPAnterprise. Most newer routers and compuger

can operate with this type of security and is considered better than WEP.

We completed a simple setup to supply a secured wireless connection. You can go further and use one of the \
if all of your computers will accept this. Just disable WEP and enable WPA and roughly go through the samg pi

(Continued on pag8)
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(Continued from pag@)
ess. You could also assign your MAC addresses, but how far do we have to go?

Following are definitions for MAC, DMZ, WPA, DHCP, and the router FIREWALL.:

DHCP 1 Dynamic Host Configuration Protocol as a server assigns IP addresses to all computers on the net
this case the router is the DHCP server).

Vor

DMZ 1 Dedicated Multi Zone exposes a computer directly to the internet with a IP address. Some games rgquil

this direct access. You could give a false address not used by your computers to send intruders to an addre
goes no where!
FIREWALL T The routero6s firewall gives protection on

directional protection you will have to use software and replace your windows firewall which is incoming only.

MAC 1 Media Access Control is a number related to the network adapter in a small networklABNddress is

SS |

d

for your internal network and WANWAC address is used for router to modem connection. You can find your Eliel

table (I'P and MAC addresses) in your routero6s c(
WEP 7 Wifi Encryption Protection is the old security standard that can be used with either 64 or 128 bit enc
WPA 1T Wifi Protected Access is the latest network security standard, but if your equipment is over two year
you may want to checkoutww.wi-fi.org web site for information. For full instructions on activating WPA see H
Magazineds st ehp/bww.psrhag.@m/aricied/0cl¥58,1849644,00.asp

n
ypti
5 0l
C

This article has been provided to APCUG by the author solely for publication by APCUG member groups. Al ot

uses require the permission of the author (semiéaddress above).

Firefox 317 Hot New Browser

By Ira Wilsker, APCUG Director; Columnist, The Examiner, Beaumont, TX; Radio and TV Show Host
Iwilsker(at)apcug.net

Obtained from APCUG with the author's permission for publication by APCUG member groups.
WEBSITES:

http://www.getfirefox.coni Free Download

http://www.mozilla.com/esJS/firefox/featurest Features

https://addons.mozilla.org/firefox/Add ons

After a lengthy wait, Mozilla has released the latest and greatest release of the very popular web browser, R

This new release, available for free download from www.getfirefox.com, has many new features, making it mve

strong competitor to Microsoftdés ubiquitous bro

Firefox evolved from an earlier browser, Mozilla, which in turn grew out of the Netscape browser as AOL ar}

nounced the cessation of Netscape development. Since its first release several years ago, Firefox in its cu
previous versions has developed a wide following, with hundreds of millions of copies downloaded. The ne\
leased version 3 has tentatively set a Guinness world record with over 8 million copies downloaded in its fir
hours of public release, despite overloaded servers that discouraged countless people from downloading it

iref

S

ren
Vly 1
bt 2.
the

day of issue. According to published reports, the number of copies of Firefox 3 downloaded surpassed 14 njillio

downloads in the first 72 hours. Obviously, many people are using it.

Rhetorically, so why are so many using Firefox 3 rather than Internet Explorer (IE), which is installed by def

(Continued on pag®)
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(Continued from pag8)
all contemporary Windows computers? There are several other fine browsers in circulation, such as the ne|

A

|l eased update to Opera, and Appleds Safari (for

ly
b

firmly in second place, right behind Internet Explorer. If Internet Explorer was not preinstalled on Windows qom:

puters and integrated into the operating system, there is a good chance that Firefox 3 could surpass IE in a
petitive market. Firefox 3 is faster rendering web pages than IE, has superior tabbed browsing, is written in
code taking fewer system resources, and has many advantages over IE. There is no reason why PC users
download Firefox 3 for Windows (7.8mb download), and install it, as it runs happily on computers that alrea
IE installed. On a fresh installation of Firefox on a Windows computer, Firefox will nondestructively import tf
vorites (bookmarks), cookies, and other information from IE, without making any changes or impeding IE in
way. If Firefox 3 is installed on a computer that has an older version of Firefox installed, it will automatically
it as an upgrade, including all bookmarks, passwords, cookies, and other information. Once installed, many
such as me, prefer to use Firefox instead of IE. In my case | would say that | use Firefox for 98% of my broy
tasks; it would be 100%, but | have IE setup to access another internet account that | have, but rarely use.

fair
[igh
5ho
ly h
e fe
any
inst
USE
/Sin

According to the Firefox 3 website at www.mozilla.comlgs/firefox, over 15,000 improvements were made to
version 3 over version 2. The newly released version 3 is claimed to be faster, safer, and smarter than the
version, and also IE! One of the new features, which | have personally verified, is the fact that web pages d

rev
in(

load faster than on IE and previous versions of Firefox. Firefox 3 also consumes less system memory and qyst¢

resources, leading to improved computer performance when Firefox is loaded and running, compared to th
ous version, or even IE. Firefox 3 is also more secure than previous browsers, and incorporates the latest t
gies to help prevent phishing (identity theft),

Website I Do, where clicking on the tiny website

pr

pchi
a
i

play site information and identification, which will likely indicate if the site is as intended, or a web forgery. HKire-

fox 3 has also been engineered to work smoothly
and other security programs.

a

[
iS |

Anot her interesting feature unique to Firefox 3
sites recently visited, and is accessed by clicking on the right side of the menu bar. This Smart Location Ba
l ' igent , in that it adapts to persona preferences

menu bar opens a detailed list of previously visited websites containing that keyword, making it very fast an

ec

to locate websites that have previously been visited. Another very useful feature is the integrated spell chegker,
which underlines any misspelled words typed in a browser window; right clicking on the word opens a list of suc
gested spellings, which a mouse click will instantly replace the incorrect word with the correctly spelled wordgl.

Malware of various types, including worms, Trojans, viruses, and spyware is a growing menace to internet jiser

Firefox 3 integrates a sophisticated antilware feature that provides some protection if the user either intentig
or erroneously accesses a website that contains attack code. If such a dangerous website is accessed, a fi
(browser window) display will appear as a warning. Firefox, working with other organizations (including Go
mai ntains a continuously wupdated I|ist of so cal/l
tain. In the event the user does happen to fall into a suspect site, such as a very freshly created phishing (i
theft) website, the forgery can be quickly reported by simply clicking on HEREPORT WEB FORGERY; this
will connect to a Google service that collects such information on dimeabasis, verifies the forgery, and auto-
matically adds it to the malware list, as well as forwards the information to groups like Phish Tank
(www.phishtank.com) for further action.

Many of us use multiple passwords and user names on countless websites. Firefox 3 has an excellent inte

secure password manager. When a password is first entered, Firefox 3 asks if you want it to remember that

and logon information, without any annoying paps. Speaking of pepps, Firefox 3 incorporates a sophisticate
(Continued on pag&0)
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(Continued from pag8)
and easily configurable peyp blocker which can stop pajps and pojunders, speeding and making more enjoy

able the surfing experience. In some cases;ypspare not irritating advertisements, but instead contain importgnt

information; these can be easily allowed when desired.

Many of us choose to tweak the appearance and features of our browsers, and Firefox 3 happily obliges. Fifefo

many themes and fipersonaso that can be selectivdg
our individual tastes. For those of wus wheo want
onso (addons. mozilla.org/firefox), which are ea:;j
have installed about a dozen aalts, including some security adas (PhishTank, McAfee SiteAdvisor, and oth-

I
a
y

ers), as well as an enhanced download manager (the one integrated in Firefox 3 is very adequate for most pisel

also have selected to use differently colored tabs on the top of the browser windowpartlzaidcan make a tab
an IE window (for the rare cases when a website is intended for IE only), a PDF manager, and severatatkef

Firefox 3 is an outstanding and free product. It is a very worthwhile competitor to Internet Explorer, and usefs

ad

should try it to see if they like it. | like it, and use it almost exclusively on my desktop and notebook computgrs.

is the best recommendation | can give it.

This article has been provided to APCUG by the author solely for publication by APCUG member groups. All
uses require the permission of the author (semieaddress above).

From My Vista
by Rob Limbaugh, President, Danbury Area Computer Society, CT
www.dacs.org
relimbaugh(at)dacs.org

Obtained from APCUG with the author's permission for publication by APCUG member groups.

Just about every year | make some sort of Omaj of

ot

A

(0]

mary home workstation. | periodically wipe out the machine and start a fresh OS install from scratch. | reasgne
as laborious a reinstall is, | may as well bite the bullet and this time make the move to Vista. What made thq tinr
right was that Microsoft gave Windows Vista Ultimatel@#2w/SP2 for those who attended the APCUG 2008 LIDC.

Herebs my experience.

Check Compatibility

When loading an OS it is important to make note of your hardware and key software. Vista Update Advisor ill

highlight any hardware or software compatibility issues of which to be aware. In my case, the only issues toLad(

were applications that would be replaced with new Vista ver@imasbig deal. In terms of hardware, my machin

checked out OK. Last | had heard, my ATI-AiFWonder 2006 video card was not yet supported in Vista, so | flou:

ble checked the AMD (they now own ATI) website 14
Go!

Backup Data

n

Next, | made backups of all my important data. This time around | used an external USB hard drive and jus{ dre

and dropped the data to a 6backupd folder. | wai
my Windows or Office user settings. There arenot

(Continued on pag#&l)
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(Continued from pag#0)
Time for Install

| started the install process around 8 p.m., electing to wipe all partitions on the hard drive. My first boot to tHe d
top post install was shortly after 10 p.m. So far, so good. And, considering this is a P4 2.4GHz machine, | wWas r
i mpressed. Vistaods ggodadusethse ATiAlN-Woader 2006 oses an ATERadeent9gq00
compatible chipset for which Vista loaded drivers. Sound worked. Networking worked. | expected SOMETHINC
be wrong, due to all the horror stories | had hga
dexo. That means | can use Aero! Now web6re cookiln

Post Install Issues

A notice appeared that Windows detected har dwarI
integrated Realtek AC097 sound card. Unfortunat
hook up MIDI devices in the future, | will probably need to disable the-lbugbund card and install a properly
supported one to gain MIDI interface functionality.

Watching TV is one of the things for which | built this machine, and | expected to use Vista Media Center. This

where my second issue came up. While AMD (they bought ATI) has released updated Vista drivers and soTwa
I

the ATI AlIW 2006 video card, they didnoét actual
the TV Tuner. I searched around for a solution &

y
n

SnapStream. So far that seems to solve my issue. Beyond TV has a ton of cool features (worth looking at gven

arendét going to Vista).

Reality Check
In my consumer opinion, lack of proper drivers for an OS is the fault of the hardware integrator and not the P
maker. AMD is blaming Microsoftds changes in Dim
rity) as why the ATI TV Tuner software doesnoét
AOpen has not released any new drivers for thei.p
with AOpen6és choice because most people donodét uj{
for not supporting an expensive video card that
its will be adjusted accordingly in the future.

Supporting Apps
Al ong with Beyond TV, I installed what | consi dg

S
e
0

e
i

r

pad++, Pidgin, Adobe Reader, Adobe Flash Player, Adobe Shockwave Player, TrueCrypt, PrimoPDF, and Yin:
Office Ultimate 2007 is going to round out the Office Suite. Everything installed smoothly. No issues, argumgent:

contentions between apps.

Where | Stand

My machine has paid its dues many times over ang¢

| was OK with that. Others with more particular needs should be aware that integrated soundcards, atypical‘lihar
ware, old devices, and fancy graphics capture cards may require special attention. Replacements may neegl to
considered. |l 6m not suggesting everyone run out |a
a machin@ first time on one | plan to use regularly. All

said and done, the experience has been pleasant |a
this writing ités been about two weeks and all ¢o

Word 2007 and sent to the editors with Outlook 2007.
From my vista, Vista works just fine.

(Continued on pag&?2)
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Vista Upgrade Advisor:
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/products/windowsvista/buyorupgrade/upgradeadvisor.msp
Compare Vista Editions:

http://www.microsoft.com/windows/products/windowsvista/editions/choose.mspx

SnapStream Beyond TV:

http://www.snapstream.com/products/beyondtv/

This article has been provided to APCUG by the author solely for publication by APCUG member groups. All
uses require the permission of the author (semiéaddress above).

E-Mailing Photographs

By Richard Kennon, Editor, Amador Computer Users Group, CA
Www.acug.net
Drtrdguy(at)volcano.net

Obtained from APCUG with the author's permission for publication by APCUG member groups.
First, wemust understand that photograph (image) size in the camera and in the computer is megsxeé in

These are the basic dots of color that make the piddo@otpay any attention to ap
Api xels per inch. o0 These terms are meaningless W

ot

y
h

computer. They may come into play later if we want to print the photo on paper. But, that is another subjectjfor

other time. For now, we think only of pixels. Most cameras record too many pixelsdd. &-or instance a 6

megapixel camera will make a picture about 3000 pixels wide by 2000 pixels tall and the file size may be sqver
megabytes. Our screens are usually only about 1000 pixels wide (some are larger and some smaller).-So, if we

mail the native picture, it will be wider than the screen for the recigiegithe file will be so large, it may take
Aiforevero to download to the recipientds comput ¢

There are two things we must do to make a phat@#able. The first is toesizeor resamplethe picture. We want

r

to change the picture width from 3000 pixels to 800 pixels, for instance. This process is called resizing or resan

pling. We have to pick the best 800 pixels out of the 3000 to represent our photo. Well, no, that is not exactly
but it simplifies things to think of 1t that way

C(

mers have developed ways (algorithms) to help us. Just remember, you want to resize or resample to get ttle p

down to a size convenient fomaailing. | usually use 800 pixels or 900 pixels width for pictures | attacknaiks.

The second thing to do to make a photmalable is to save it IdPEG format (.jpg). That is a format that reducds

file size a lot and picture quality a little so the picture can be downloaded more quickly and still be nice to lopk &
Some software programs give you choices of compression amount with numbers ranging from 1 to 10. Ongq wil
sult in a very small file but the picture quality will not be good at all. A 10 will give the very best quality but with

very large file size. A reasonable compromise is to use 5 or 6. | usually use 6.

How do you do this? First, | will describe how to do it with a free Microsoft program. Then | will try to look at]sor

other programs.

Microsoft Power Toys for XP has a Resize Pictures toy that is slick and easy but feedback says it only worlgs
It can be downloaded attp://www.microsoft.com/windowsxp/downloads/powertoys/xppowertoys. mRjght
click on an image name or thumbnail in Explorer or My Computer and clitesee PicturesYou are limited to

four specific sizes but they are good choices.
(Continued on pag&3)
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k] OK. Unless you tell them undédvancedto replace the
‘ File Edit View Insert Format Tools Table Window i mMage in the file, it wi 111
nY,. - - will add the word, fdALargdgdo

end of the name you have chosen.

Resize Pictures

;f:gj—l:eaniiohladreerlsized copies of one or more selected pictures and store themin | w If you are happy Wlth thls SO|utIOI‘l, then read no fu rther
- But, if you want to use a picture editing program, mayb¢
this will help.

Select a size:

&+ Small (fits a 540 x 480 screen)

" Medium (fits 2 800 x 600 screen)
" Large (fits & 1024 x 758 screen)

B in Photoshop Elements 5, click tmage>Resize>Image

els. Since th€onstrain Proportions box is selected, that is all | have to do.

L Piea st e ‘ DSC104 Sjzeand this window will pop up. Note that there is somg
Advanced >> _ x| cae | garbage at the bottom abdu
s () Application Data — n that. First we will click theResample Imagebox. That
2 Cookies ;pﬁ?ﬂ » "I puts the Pixel Dimensions in play and that is what we want.
s # () Desktop E==SD e | selected the Width box and changed the width to 800 pix-

Note, down at the bottom, that we have several choices of sampling algorithms. This is frosting on the cake} I re
somewhere that | should uB&ubic Sharperwh en downsi zing so that s wha:
all these choices. Then we should clickFole>Save Asand give the photo a new name. | often just use the sare

name and add A_800px0 s o t hemaihldexetwe ¢an an@selthe WEG format gn

d

the compression amount. Photoshop Elements 6 is out now and sells for about $100. If you are able to spepd t

much and want one of the best editing programs, | highly recommend it.

Letds |l ook at PicasaZz2. 't is a fi
from Google and looks really good but | do
not have much experience with it. By all
means, try it first because the price is right!
When it comes to-enailing photographs, it is
a little more automated but not any easier to
use than Elements. First, click on
Tools>Options>E-Mail. Then select the
width you want in pixels. There are six
choices. Then click oApply andOK.

The next step is to click drile>E-Mail and you will get three choices of how you want tmail your photos. For-
tunately, | use Outlook Express so my choice is listed.

When | clicked on Outlook Express, ammail page popped up with the photo attached. At this point we can wijte

something else on thergail and send it. | recommend this so the recipient will know it is really from you and Lot

something sent out by a virus. Whenlrecenrea i | s t hat o n |Dgletetheng withodttlobkang &t té
attachment. This saved me one time when | received a virus from myisitder that she did not know she sent.
She spent weeks and dollars getting her computer back up. Oh, | digress. If you want to send more than ong

(Continued on pag#&4)
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