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ñJOIN US FOR FUN AND LEARNING AT CROSSVILLEôS COMPUTER CLUBò                                                   Volume 15, Issue 2 

 THIS MONTHôS MEETINGS 
 

February 6 at 1 p.m. 

At FFG Community Church  

Photography Club 

 

February 14 at 10 a.m. 

At 127 S. Senior Center 

Investment SIG  

 

February 16 at 3 p.m. 

At 127 S. Senior Center 

General Meeting 

 

Please note that the time of our general meeting has 

changed to the winter schedule. Meetings begin at 3 

p.m. 

 

¶ Ask the Experts Q&A 

¶ Short Business Meeting & Program 

 

February Program 
 

Windows File Management 

By Carl Nordeen 

 

Creating folders for documents, pictures, and music 

will be discussed, as well as the efficacy of making 

individual folders for different types of data.  
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ñFREEò Table 

We have set up a table at our member meetings to share our 

ñextraò goodies with other club members. 

If you have something to give away, bring it in and put it on the 

FREE table.  Itôs first come, first served.  If you see something you 

want, help yourself. 

 

Membership Dues and Expiration Dates 

 

Membership dues are $25 a year for a family, $20 a year for 

an individual, and $10 a year for a student 21 years of age or 

under. Your membership is valid for 12 months from the 

month you join (or renew your membership).  Please pay 

your dues to the treasurer before the last day of your anniver-

sary month. Anyone who is 30 days or more in arrears with 

membership dues cannot participate in the door prize draw-

ings. 

 

Corporate memberships are $25 a year for the first two mem-

berships and $10 a year for each additional membership from 

the same company. 

 

Our Club cannot exist without you, the members.  Remem-

ber, you and  your membership dues are important to keep 

the club functioning! 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS DISCLAIMER 
All members of the Plateau PC Users Group are willing to help 

one another in the area of advice and tutorial instruction over the 

phone.  If you should require more involved services or instruc-

tion, we have a few members who are very knowledgeable in sev-

eral areas.  As a responsible consumer, it is up to you to discuss, 

before retaining a member, any and ALL charges for repair ser-

vices and time consuming tutorial activities. 

 

It is not the desire of this Board of Directors to set fees for indi-

viduals for services rendered, nor the responsibility to intervene 

between members who enter into a contract among themselves 
 

The GAZETTE is published using the following:  Microsoft 

Word, Microsoft Publisher, and Microsoft Windows 98,  The 

GAZETTE is the monthly newsletter of the Plateau PC Users 

Group.  Material in the GAZETTE may be freely used in other 

user group newsletters if credit is given the author and the 

PPCUG GAZETTE.  PPCUG members may place free classified 

advertising (up to 50 words) in the GAZETTE (run time maxi-

mum of three months).   

Commercial ads (local advertisers) may be placed at 50 cents per 

line. Graphic ads (camera ready) are as follows:  $25 per 1/4 

page, $40 per 1/2 page, $75 per full page. 
 

DISCLAIMER:  No warranty, express or implied, is made by 

the PPCUG, the Gazette editorial staff or its contributing 

editors.  This extends to all losses incidental or consequential 

from the use or non-use of any information in any issue of the 

GAZETTE . 

 

 

 

 

     

President Carl Nordeen  (931) 456-5597 

Vice-President  Kay Cargill (931) 456-7613 

Treasurer Alan Baker  (931) 788-2201 

Secretary   

Librarian/Compliance  Gordon Botting  (931) 456-2184            

Past President Carl Nordeen  (931) 456-5597 

Programs Open  

Membership Doris Buehriing   

Publicity Open  

Product Rev. Chair Peter Kaufmann           (931) 456-9353  

Editor Don Lewis (931) 456-5352 

APCUG Rep  Peter Kaufmann           (931) 456-9353  

Equipment Custodian Bob Willis (931) 456-6511 

Webmaster Don Lewis (931) 456-5352 

Directors at Large 

Jim Mansfield  Harriette Weidner Joan Carroll 

Bob Willis Don Lewis  Janet Hammond  

Dick Riesz  Pearl Harter  Roger Holyer Black  

   

 SIG Leaders   

Pleasant Hill Dick Riesz (931) 277-5642 

Investment Club Bob Mohar  (931) 707-0434  

Photography SIG Jim Mansfield (931) 484-6920 
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News of the Special Interest Groups 
 

The PPCUG sponsors several Special Interest Groups 

(SIGs) tailored to meet the varied needs of our many 

members.  Each SIG is a small group whose leader 

prepares material for presentation and encourages 

open discussion and questions.  We urge you to attend 

the SIGs and hope you will find one or more of inter-

est to you.  Ideas for additional groups are welcome, 

as are volunteers to form and lead new SIGs. 

 

Investment Club 

 
Meets the third Saturday of each month at 10 a.m. at 

the 127 S. Senior Center. The leader is Bob Mohar .  

Anyone interested should contact Bob  at 707-0434ò. 

 

Pleasant Hill Group 

 
The Pleasant Hill group meetings will be announced 

by the SIG Leader, Dick Riesz. Meetings are held in 

the Pleasant Hill Community House on Main Street 

across from the Pleasant Hill Post Office.  All mem-

bers are welcome and visitors from the Pleasant Hill 

area are especially encouraged to come.  
 

Photography Club 

 
The Photography Club, a PPCUG SIG, meets the first 

Friday of each month at the Fairfield Glade Commu-

nity Church at 1:00PM.  Topics vary each month but 

we show and discuss member's photos each 

month.  One or two "People's Choice" photos are 

submitted to the Glade Vista each month for publica-

tion. The SIG leader is Jim Mansfield. 

Up Coming Meeting 
 

March 2009 !!! 

 

The next General Meeting of the 

PLATEAU PC USERS GROUP 

 The March meeting 

Will be March 16 at 3:00 P. M. at 

127 S.  SENIOR CENTER 

 

 Photoshop Elements 

Greeting Cards by Andrea Schultz 
 

Classes   
 

No classes in February --- please send ideas for new 

classes to Alan Baker 

( ambaker@citlink.net )  
  

New Members 
 

William Bishop 

Erin Fletcher 

Ellie and Rein Maavere 

Gil Miller  

Edward Thornblade 
 

Cool Sites 
 

Do we have any W.C. Fields fans? Try ñIf I had a 

Millionò on Youtube. If you like these, there are 

many more. You can waste the whole day. 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RDSW-ybm0mg 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZfIoKTTZuUo&feature=related 

 

Please send your cool site suggestions to me at 

 webmaster@ppcug.com 

 

PPCUG ISP 
 

We wish to thank the following for providing ISP 

connections:  

 

¶ Multipro for dialup at Pleasant Hill  

¶ Charter for cable broadband at the 127 Senior 

Center 

¶ Frontier for DSL at Fairfield Glade  
 

 PPCUG Website 
 

Visit our website at www.PPCUGinc.com. The Learn-

ing Center class schedule and Gazette are all 

 available on our web site. 
 

Send your comments and suggestions to the  

Webmaster, Don Lewis 

Webmaster@ppcuginc.com  (931) 456-5352 

mailto:ambaker@citlink.net
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RDSW-ybm0mg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZfIoKTTZuUo&feature=related
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Minutes of the Membership Meeting 

January 19, 2009 

 
Question & Answer: session began at 3pm at the 127 South Senior Center with Carl Nordeen fielding questions 

from the floor. 

 

Call to order: at 4pm by Secretary Harriette Weidner. 

 

Membership: currently stands at 177. 

 

Treasurerôs Report: shows a balance of $6,663.99 

 

Programs: January ï Disk Imaging vs. File Backup by Carl Nordeen 

                   February ï Blogs by Alan Baker 

                   March ï Photoshop Elements Greeting Cards by Andrea Schultz 

                   April ï TN.- e- Health Network by Bob Willis 

 

Announcements: Ken Steadman on behalf of the Visually Impaired of Cumberland County has asked if anyone 

would be able to help with searching the internet for Government Grants and other means of obtaining funds. Any-

one interested can contact the group or one of the PPCUG Board members. 

Bob Willis is asking for volunteers to help set up the computers and equipment at the tax center for next year. 

Gordon Botting has the lending library open in the back of the room with a new lending policy. ñBooks, CDs, 

Tapes etc. can be loaned out at no charge only to active club members at our Monthly Meetings. Please be consid-

erate to other club members and return items loaned out at the following meeting (approximately 30 days). Should 

material on loan not be returned in a reasonable time frame, the member will be asked to pay its replacement cost. 

If the member does not reimburse PPCUG, they will no longer be allowed to borrow material from the library.ò 

 

Program for the evening:  was Imaging, Backup, and Copy & Paste by Carl Nordeen.. Carl explained that imag-

ing software will make an exact copy of the hard drive and can be used to restore the hard drive in total. Backup 

software copies only the data not the programs. Backup process varies with the software and can be complete or 

incremental. Prices range from free to pricy for either of these types of software. The third way to backup parts of 

the hard drive is to copy to a CD or DVD. This is not a very easy or efficient process to use. Check the PPCUG 

website for Carlôs notes on this program. 

 

Door Prize: Harriette Weidner won a one gigabyte flash drive. 

 

Adjournment: at 4:50 pm 

 

Submitted by 

Harriette Weidner, Secretary 
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Password Protection 
 

By Sandy Berger, Compukiss.com 

www.compukiss.com 

sandy (at) compukiss.com 

 

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the authorôs permission for publication by APCUG member 

groups; all other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 

 

When technology is good, it is very, very good, but when it is bad, it can be truly atrocious. So it is with the hack-

ing of Sarah Palinôs Yahoo email account. The bad guys are out there using technology for their own advantage. 

Whether they are serious hackers who want information for devious purposes or young students who just want to 

show their technological prowess, this theft shows that everyone is vulnerable. The recent hijacking of Sarah 

Palinôs email account is also a great example of how a hacker can gain access to an email account and how email 

accounts need to be better protected against such penetration.  

 

We currently rely on passwords to protect most of our online activity. Professional hackers often use ñpassword 

crackersò to guess passwords. Anyone can easily find these hacker tools on the Internet. They can even be pur-

chases on CD. There are wordlists for common passwords and dictionary combinations of possible passwords in a 

variety of different languages. These tools are all aimed at giving a person all the technical tools that they need to 

guess passwords. 

 

In Sarah Palinôs case, however, the perpetrator didnôt even have to use tools like this. A hacker identifying himself 

as "Rubico" claims to have been able to change the password on Sarah Palinôs Yahoo Mail account quite easily.  

All he had to do was use her email name to log into the Yahoo Mailôs interface and select the option to reset the 

password. Yahoo then asked him to provide her birth date and zip code, which have become public knowledge. He 

then had to answer her self-chosen security question which was where she met her husband. After several television 

interviews of Sarah and her husband, the answer to that question also became public knowledge. 

 

Sarah Palin was thrown into the public arena quite quickly, but even those of us who are not public figures may 

find that their passwords and answers to security questions can be easily guessed. Do you use the name of your 

spouse, children, pet, favorite sport, birthday, or wedding date as your password? Have you entered security ques-

tions like place of birth or favorite color that are easy to guess? 

 

Privacy as we knew it before the Internet is now a thing of the past. With the Internet, more of our lives are online 

than most of us realize. Many people use blogging as a past time and post information on MySpace, Facebook, and 

other social networking websites. Once posted, all of that information is publicly known. And the Internet is ar-

chived, so even when you remove current information, previously posted information can still be found in Internet 

archives.  That information can be used to guess passwords and access personal information. 

 

So here are a few ground rules that may help keep your private information a little safer online: 

1. Use passwords that are not easy to guess and cannot be easily cracked. (Look for more on how to choose good 

passwords in next weekôs column.)  

2. Choose a security question that others will not be able to guess the answer to. Or answer the security question 

with an answer that you create which is not necessarily the true answer. 

3. Use unique passwords, especially for important services and websites like banking sites and email.  

4. Keep your passwords private. Donôt leave them on a sticky note on your computer screen or keep them in an 

unencrypted file on your computer.  
(Continued on page 6) 

http://www.compukiss.com/
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5. Change your passwords often.  

6. Do not change your password by clicking on a link in an email from someone claiming to be a system adminis-

trator, bank representative, or other seemingly reputable party. They may not be who they say they are. When 

you want to change your password, always type in the address yourself so you know you are at the real website 

rather than a bogus one. 

7. Use one credit card for all online purchases. This will limit your financial exposure. 

8. Keep your operating system up-to-date. 

9. Use a good anti-virus and anti-spyware programs. 

10. Consider using an encrypted password manager program. 

 

Check the Compu-KISS website at www.compukiss.com for more information on choosing good passwords. 

 

15 Vista Tips 
 

Tips & Hints by Dick Carricato, member of the Tri County Computer User Group, Florida 

www.tccug.net 

d_carricato (at) bellsouth.net 

 

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the authorôs permission for publication by APCUG member 

groups; all other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 

 

1. If you hate the look of Aero, click Start/Control Panel/Themes and you can choose a non-Aero theme, such as 

Windows Classic. 

 

2. Windows Vista's installer can detect serial-ATA (SATA) drives without the need to provide a driver diskette. 

Don't bother creating a diskette for your SATA drives before you install Vista. 

 

3. If, for some reason, the Vista installation gets interrupted due to an unintentional shutdown or reboot, start the 

computer without booting the Vista DVD. Windows Vista's installer should pick up where it left off. If it doesn't, 

then restart the installation over from scratch. 

 

4. When you perform a search with Vista's new, instant search feature, you can save the search in a special folder. 

This powerful feature allows you to create a virtual folder which, by default, is saved in your \\Searches\ folder. 

Every time you open such a folder, the search results are updated. 

 

5. In Windows Vista, you can add additional clocks to the system tray. Click the clock, and then click Date and 

Time Settings. Click the Additional Clocks tab. You can add one or two additional clocks to the tray and select 

their time zones. 

 

6. You can save your progress in most of the games included with Windows Vistaðeven the carry-overs from ear-

lier versions of Windows. 

 

7. You can create XML documents, which are more secure than regular text files or even word processor docs. Just 

create a document in a word processor, print it via the options menu, and select the XPS printer. 

 

8. If you upgrade your graphics card in preparation for Windows Vista, be sure to get a new card with as much lo-

cal memory as possible. Since Windows Vista renders everythingðeven the desktop and windows themselvesðas 

3D surfaces, local 3D memory greatly improves performance...sometimes even more than a more powerful GPU. 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 

http://www.compukiss.com/
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9. Windows Vista games deposit their saves into a special directory, called Saved Games, in your personal folder. 

In theory, that will make upgrading to a new system much easier for gamers, who like to migrate their game saves.  

 

10. When using the Help system, it's usually advantageous to include Microsoft's online database in your search. 

The online/offline status of your search is located on the bottom right of the Help window. You can click it to tog-

gle. 

 

11. The Games folder is a powerful repository of all things gaming. From within, you launch games, update games 

with the latest patches, enable parental controls to protect younger users from harmful content, and more. Invoke it 

by clicking Start/Games. 

 

12. Several applications are available to help you tweak Windows Vista for maximum performance. They include 

TweakVI (www.totalidea.com), TweakVista (www.tweakvista.com/tweakvistautility), and VistaBootPRO 

(www.vistabootpro.org). And don't forget about Windows ReadyBoost, which lets you use a removable flash mem-

ory drive to boost system memory. 

 

13. Do you use the icon in the upper left corner of system and application windows? A quick double-click closes 

the window (instead of a single click on the X at the upper right). Though Microsoft left the icon out in Vista, the 

function remains.ðSarah Pike 

 

14. In Microsoft Windows Explorer, you can use column headers (Name, Size, and so on) to sort files. Savvy users 

may right-click on a column head to remove items or add someðsay, Dimensions for images. There are around 45 

such columns available in Windows XP. Windows Vista has well over 250, covering a multitude of metadata.ð

Sarah Pike 

 

15. If you've become used to surfing your Program Menu to get to applications, you'll be in for a shock when you 

first use Microsoft Windows Vista. The new Program Menu shows you only recently used applications and re-

quires extra clicks to navigate to submenus. This can be very frustrating but, thankfully, the Search box Microsoft 

has added to the Start menu is a great replacementðas long as you're an accurate typist. As quickly as you can 

type, it returns intelligent results in apps, files, even e-mail messages.ðDave Cardinal, freelance writer 
 

PowerDirector 7 Ultra 
 

By Terry Currier, Vice President & Editor, WINdows usERS, California 

www.windowsusers.org 

winnersug (at) aol.com 

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the authorôs permission for publication by APCUG member 

groups; all other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 

 

Iôve used several video editing programs over the years, but I still like using CyberLinkôs PowerDirector. Yes, 

there are more powerful programs that can do more, but I feel that the PowerDirectorôs interface is just easier to 

work with, and itôs faster. If I have not used it for a long period of time I can still figure things out without having 

to bring up Help. They have a new Vista-like interface with PowerDirector 7. I like the new dark background, itôs 

easier on the eyes than the previous bright white. One of the more interesting things CyberLink did was create a 

website (http://directorzone.cyberlink.com/) where users can share customized DVD menus, templates, frames, 

static and motion objects. There are hundreds for people to choose from. You can also search for and import media 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 



Gazette ð  February 2009                                   www.PPCUGinc.com                                                          Page 8 

 

 

directly into your media library from Flickr or Freesound. It can work with video in either 16:9 or 4:3 aspect ratio. 

 

PowerDirector 7 will allow you to import video from an HDD camcorder; the edited file can be burned to a disc or 

back to a hard disk drive camcorder. If you have the Ultra version you can import AVCHD format. I had no prob-

lem with taking in my Canon HF100 raw AVCHD and working directly on it. If you have a Blu-ray drive Ultra will 

also work with it. 

 

The picture-in-picture (PiP) feature is something you may not think to use, but once you do you will realize how 

much fun it can be. Iôm starting to import old VHS tapes of my kids. It was interesting to have the high school band 

practicing their marching in the main screen and have a PiP of the march in competition. With the new PowerDi-

rector 7 you can have up to six PiP. You can modify the size of the PiP, degree of transparency of the overlapping 

clip, as well as its position, motion and other properties using the PiP Designer. So for my grandsonôs birthday 

party I can put in the video I took and on the corners have the 200 still pictures showing in four PiP (heôs really 

cute). 

 

The Slideshow Designer has been enhanced with more styles to choose from. They say you can synchronize photos 

with the beat of the music and have full creative control over the design in slideshows. I did not do that, but I was 

really impressed with the Slideshow creation. Easy to do, add music to the background, pan and zoom in Magic 

Motion, or add a style. It will help you create soundtracks that fit perfectly within the length of a video clip or 

photo slideshow. 

 

PhotoNow will let you edit images (stills.) You can resize, crop, rotate, remove red eye, adjust color, brightness and 

more. They show you the original and new image side by side so you can decide how it compares.  

 

Magic Cut helps you fit a video clip to a specific time by automatically cutting out unnecessary portions and keep-

ing only the best moments. The Magic Cut feature uses video technology to locate and keep the most interesting 

moments, while discarding sections of lesser importance. Great for the times when you have to get that 70 minutes 

of video down to 60. I did try it and thought it worked pretty good. You still want to check to make sure everything 

you need is in it. 

 

In the Title Designer you can move the title to any part of the screen, change font, change the color, blur it, make it 

transparent (percentage), or change the gradient direction. As I said you can download many different DVD menus, 

or it is not that hard to create your own. One of my favorite things is to create a short video of up to 90 seconds and 

have it be the background for the DVD menu. When burning to a DVD in the past version, they had a feature called 

Smart Fit which supposedly helped to make your video fit onto a DVD. Most of the time it would not work for me. 

Well, now in 7 they fixed it. 

 

The Voice-Over Recording Room contains controls for recording a narration from a microphone while watching 

the video clip the voice-over it is destined to accompany. You can control the position and volume of the recording. 

 

Magic Fix will help smooth shaky video and clarifies blurry footage (donôt expect miracles on a bad video). With 

the previous version using Magic Clean users could only apply one improvement method at a time - Lighting and 

Color Adjustment, White Balance and Backlight Compensation. With 7 you can apply all at the same time. 

 

Is it perfect ï well no video editing software is. When burning a DVD, the program default is to add background 

music that goes with the different templates. Excuse me, if I wanted it I would put it in. Also the template has the 

title put in as ñMy Videosò for each page you have. More chapters means you will have more buttons and therefore 

more pages. You can edit and put in whatever you want. If I put in Soccer 1993 on the first page, I feel it should put 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 
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that same title on all the pages. Instead I have to edit each page (and remove the background music from each) to 

change the title. 

 

Besides burning the video to a DVD, you can save the video you worked on to a good variety of choices. These in-

clude AVI, MPEG-1, 2 and 4, with full control over codec settings. Streaming options are WMV, RealVideo and 

QuickTime. If you want you can write your videos back to DV or HDV tape. The Production Wizard will link di-

rectly into your YouTube account, encoding and uploading straight to the Web. 

 

PowerDirector Ultra is $119.95 while the Deluxe version is $69.95. If you do not have a camcorder that outputs to 

AVCHD or Blu-ray, you only need the Deluxe. You can download a 30 day trial version from the CyberlLink web-

site www.cyberlink.com 

 

Traveling Then and Now - ñTechnicallyò Speaking 
 

by Gregory West, Editor for the Sarnia Computer Usersô Group [SCUG], Canada 

 www.scug.ca 

prospector16 (at) gmail.com 

 

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the authorôs permission for publication by APCUG member 

groups; all other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 

 

(This article was originally published in Sarniaôs ñFIRST MONDAYò magazine, August 2008 issue) 

 

In 1974 Richard Nixon was the first US President forced to resign, while gasoline pricing rose to a whopping 55 

cents a gallon US (14.5 cents a liter). They claim the reason was that ñgasoline shortages and price increases 

throughout the world help to cause problems in most of the western worldsô econo-

miesò   (www.thepeoplehistory.com). 

 

Sound familiar? What isnôt familiar is the technology that accompanies us on vacations. 

 

I remember in 1974 driving to Fort Wilderness Disney World, Florida in a Volkswagen van built into a homemade 

camper, all decked out with plywood beds and a Coleman cooler for a fridge with a never-ending request for ice. 

CAA supplied the trip tik maps that marked out the route and the construction sections of the highway. We had the 

best of the best for navigating the trip. As well, we had a brand new Instamatic camera with 7 rolls of 126 film that 

cost us a small fortune. Our son, four years old, rode a small tricycle back and forth inside the van to while away 

the hours and hours of monotonous driving as seatbelt legislation was non-existent. 

 

Today, we still face the gas increase excuses and we are well aware of the price of a liter of gasoline today. In that 

regard, nothing has really changed, only the numbers and the fact that we are all buckled into our seats. Although, 

one thing that has changed for travelers in 2008: ñtech toysò; they have now become a ñmust haveò for every fam-

ily that does ground travel on vacations. 

 

Our kids have been replaced by grandkids and the Volkswagen homemade camper van is long gone. People today 

are now hauling RVs of all sorts that host most of the comforts of home. 

 

The CAA maps and my sonôs tricycle have been replaced by the latest technical and computer gadgets. Letôs have a 

peek at how technology has changed road travel some 34 years later. 

 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 10) 

http://www.cyberlink.com/
http://www.thepeoplehistory.com/
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Kids today are buckled tightly into the back seats as airbag protection in the front restricts them to the back seats 

only. While in the back seat they have the option of viewing DVD movies run through a DVD player onto 2 sepa-

rate monitors that attach to the head rests of both front seats. They listen to the movies via the vehicle stereo system 

or individual headphones. When they tire of the movies they can play video games by switching over to their PSP 

or a PS2 that plugs through the inverter. Of course there is always travel bingo if the tech stuff gets boring, but we 

wonôt hold our breath on that one. 

 

For the driver and co-pilot there is a GPS display with voice directions, saving the hassle of trying to read the fine 

print on wrinkled and torn maps. Many travelers bring along laptops while traveling as their uses are many. For ex-

ample, you can record your tripôs information, download pictures and videos from digital cameras. The big thing 

these days with computers is reading digital books, or listening to audio  books that have been previously 

downloaded from the Internet. Of course, when a live Internet connection becomes available (most RV parks have 

free Wi-Fi) you can check email, use Skype to call home, and research the places to see, all from your laptop. 

 

The days of praying that there will be a pay phone nearby if we break down are long gone as many people have 

both a Canadian and American cell phone. For instance, one can purchase a Motorola TracFone that works only in 

the USA for under $10 and buy a ñpay-as-you-goò card, making long distant calls back home cheaper and giving 

one more security on the highways in the USA. 

 

Donôt leave without your MP3 player. Podcasts of your favorite shows and lectures can be easily downloaded from 

the Internet. All MP3 players come with headphones that make for easy listening and do not disturb the other pas-

sengers or driver. 

 

Walkie talkies are not a new item while on vacation, but the price certainly has come down and the range has ex-

panded greatly. A quick stop in the grocery store for supplies will help you utilize your group to ensure precision 

targeted shopping whereby we all search out different items and meet at the same cashier, thus saving time. The 

walkie talkie is also used in many other scenarios for security and locating purposes. These units are a must have 

for anyone traveling with children. The Instamatic camera has been replaced by the digital camera, thus allowing 

people to take hundreds of pictures during a trip without any real cost. If some of the pictures are not that great, 

they are easily deleted and forgotten without the worry of paying for more film. 

 

An inverter will allow the truck battery to convert power from DC to AC so you can run the laptop while traveling 

to edit photos, read books, watch movies and connect to Wi-Fi hotspots. This also allows for the use of a PS2 

plugged into the truck battery power as if you were at home plugging into a wall outlet. You can even plug in a re-

frigerated cooler with this inverter, making life just that much easier. 

 

We can only imagine what traveling 34 years from now will be like and what 2042 will offer its road travelers.  

 

 

(Continued from page 9) 
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 Chicago Computer Society makes history with Skype presentation 
 

By Irene Ganas, a member of the Chicago Computer Society  

www.ccs.org 

wsickels (at) sbcglobal.net 

 

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the authorôs permission for publication by APCUG member 

groups; all other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 

 

History was made by the Chicago Computer Society, as its Digital Imagery SIG, hosted by Sanford Kolinek, gave 

its first Main Presentation at our local meeting by its presenter from two thousand miles away.   

 

As one of the largest member turnouts this year assembled in their seats in Lisle, Sanford passed the popcorn for all 

to enjoy and Jack Jackson, a long-time member of the Chicago Computer Society who now lives in Utah, presented 

his slide-show of gorgeous photographs of Goblin Valley and Arches National Park with his live narrative from his 

home in Utah. Assisting Jack at the meeting were Alvin Reisbeck and Jerry Sass.   

 

Here is how this unique program came about and was done. Jack had mailed me a DVD of his photographs that I 

took to the February Digital Imagery Meeting for Show-and-Tell. We had a beautiful show but no tell. Our mem-

bers discussed how nice it would have been had we been able to learn more about how to make such wonderful im-

ages by being able to ask Jack about his camera, the settings he chose and why, what post-processing he did, etc.  

  

That led to the idea of using Skype at our meeting. Jack mailed several more DVDs to Alvin and Jerry. Jack 

downloaded the latest Skype from www.skype.com and then Sanford, Jerry and Jack worked out and practiced the 

details ahead of time which made the evening's presentation run perfectly. 

 

The DVD was run from Jerry's notebook PC on site at the meeting. A small "eyeball" video camera connecting to 

Jerry's notebook allowed " Utah Jack" to see Jerry and a video cam on Utah Jack's computer allowed Jerry to see 

Jack. When Jerry's notebook was connected to the projector and sound system at our meeting, all of us at the meet-

ing could see and hear Utah Jack.   

 

Here's the fun part: when the video cam "eyeball" was turned around and passed around, Utah Jack was able to see 

all the members at the meeting to "Howdy" us, each by name because he could see each of us.   

The video cam eyeball was then positioned to "look at" the screen so that Utah Jack could look at the same show 

that all of us at the meeting were seeing. It was this setup that enabled Jack to present his live running commentary 

on the slide show. During the show, people asked Jack questions about everything from the technical aspects of his 

photographs, the music he chose for the show, commented on "his house" and laughed together about it because it 

was a photograph of an historic log cabin at a park in Utah. 

 

This historic technical event and the hot popcorn, compliments of Sanford, made the evening one of the most en-

joyable meetings of the year.  

 

http://www.skype.com/
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 Anti -Virus Virus  
 

By Sandy Berger, CompuKISS 

www.compukiss.com 

sandy (at) compukiss.com 

 

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the authorôs permission for publication by APCUG member 

groups; all other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above).  

 

I hate writing about computer viruses. It always reminds me of how many unscrupulous, money-hungry people 

there are in the world. Yet, there are times when I feel that I must write about a certain virus because it is causing 

so much havoc for everyday computer users. Unfortunately, that time has come again. In the past two weeks, my 

company has removed a very bad group of viruses from six different computers. So I feel it is time to send out a 

warning. 

 

There are many different variations of this virus and its cousins. They have many different names, including Anti-

virus 2008, Antivirus 2009, SpywareScanner 2008, and AntiVirXP08. Some experts are calling them viruses. Some 

are calling them malware. Symantec calls them misleading applications. McAfee lists them as a PUPs (potentially 

unwanted programs). Whatever you call them, they are terribly invasive. 

 

By most accounts, these awful applications piggy-back on programs that are downloaded from the Internet. How-

ever, some experts are warning that your computer may become infected by simply visiting certain websites, espe-

cially if your operating system and/or antivirus software is not up-to-date. 

 

The gist of the matter is that once your computer is infected, you will begin to see pop-up windows that give an ex-

aggerated report of the number of threats that your computer is infected with. The window may say something like 

ñYour computer has become infected with 231 computer viruses and spyware.ò These pop-ups try to scare you into 

purchasing their antivirus or antispyware software.  If you purchase it, they send you a registry key, but it doesnôt 

work because the program they sell you doesnôt exist. These viruses are also being spread by malicious websites 

that sell fake antispyware software. On top of that, there are many other viruses or pieces of malware that can pig-

gyback on the main virus. So this malware can dramatically slow down or even stop your computer. The infections 

being caused by these viruses and malware programs are extremely harmful and can be very difficult to remove. 

They often require a cleanup by a professional or a complete reformatting of the hard drive and reinstallation of the 

software. 

 

As an everyday computer user, you need to be very careful about the software that you download from the Internet. 

Make sure that it is from a source that you know to be reputable or a website that has been recommended by a trust-

worthy source. You can also use a program like the McAfee Site Advisor to help you assess the validity of the web-

site before you download the program. McAfeeôs Site Advisor is a small program that is used by your Internet 

browser to indicate the safety of websites. It is a free download available at www.siteadvisor.com and it is a valu-

able tool. 

 

Also, as usual, be sure that you update your operating system and antivirus software regularly. Donôt fall for any 

program that pops up on your computer trying to scare you into purchasing antivirus or antispyware software. 

 

Yes, the bad guys are out there and they have a lot of computer savvy. So we all need to be smart about the soft-

ware we download and the websites we visit. 
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Broadsides 
 

by Ron Broadhurst, a member of the Space Coast PC Users Group, Inc., Florida 

www.scpcug.com 

ringram728 (at) earthlink.net 

 

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the authorôs permission for publication by APCUG member 

groups; all other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 

 

These ideas are compiled from years of accumulations from various magazines, books, on-line sites, and my own 

personal experience. I claim neither originality nor ownership to any of its contents. My only intent is to share the 

various ñtips, ñtricksò, & ñhintsò in hopes of helping & maybe enhancing your computing experiences. They are all 

intended for anyone who uses a PC. It is for beginners as well as advanced users.  enjoy and use as you will.  

 

Ron Broadhurst 

 

HOW TO GET RID OF ñSEND ERROR REPORT TO MICROSOFTò 

 

Right click My Computer on the desktop or in the Start menu. 

Click Properties. 

Click the Advanced tab. 

Click the Error Reporting button at the bottom. 

Click Disable error reporting. You can select the checkbox under it if you still want to be notified when errors oc-

cur. 

Click OK. 

 

Note that you can disable error reporting for the operating system only, or for programs only, by unchecking the 

appropriate box under the Enable error reporting option. 

You can also configure error reporting only for specific programs by clicking the Choose Programs button. 

 

ALPHABETIZE START MENU LISTINGS 

When you install a new program on your system, it will often appear at the end of your Start menu. Reorganizing 

files alphabetically in the All Programs menu does not affect how they appear in your start menu. In order to alpha-

betize your start menu, youôll want to click Start and select All Programs. On any file or folder right-click and 

then select Sort By Name. Now all of your Start menu programs are in alphabetical order. You can also sort sub-

folders in your Start menu the same way. 

 

MAKE YOUR QUICK LAUNCH ICONS BIGGER 

Unlock the Toolbar 

Right click the QL toolbar 

Select the View tab 

Select large icons 

 

PIN AN APPLICATION TO START MENU 

The Windows XP Start menu includes an area where two or more Microsoft applications, usually Internet Explorer 

and Outlook Express, are permanently positioned for easy access. You can add your favorite application to this 

same convenient location. Open Windows Explorer and locate the executable file for the application. Right-click 

the file and select Pin To Start Menu. The application will now appear in the Start menu. To remove an application, 
(Continued on page 14) 
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locate it, right-click it, and select Unpin From Start Menu. 

Alternatively, you can right-click the app in the Start menu and click Unpin From Start Menu. 

 

CHANGE SYSTEM SOUNDS 

Through the Control Panel you can change your systemôs program event sounds. Click Start and Control Panel. If 

youôre using Category View, click Sounds, Speech, and Audio Devices; and Sounds and Audio Devices.  If you are 

using the Classic View, click Sounds and Audio Devices. This loads the Sounds and Audio Devices Properties 

dialog box. Choose the Sounds tab. Select the sound youôd like to change in the Program events box, and then se-

lect a new sound from the Sounds drop-down menu. Or select a sound youôve saved to the hard drive by using the 

Browse button to navigate to the sound file. Change as many sounds as you like. Save your changes as a sort of 

theme from the Sound Scheme drop-down menu above the Program events box. (Select the blank line and click 

Save As.) You can also choose to disable program event sounds. When youôre finished click OK. 

 

SAVING E-MAIL MESSAGES 

To save e-mail messages highlight the message you want to save, then click on File -Save As. Select where you 

want to save the message and then save it as a txt file. 

 

Media Show 4 by Cyberlink 
 

A review by Terry Oden, President, Macon Computer User Group, Georgia 

www.mcug.org 

terryo (at) brmemc.net 

 

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the authorôs permission for publication by APCUG member 

groups; all other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 

 

There may be hundreds of ways to gather, store, view, edit and show off your pictures and videos. This is one of 

the best and easiest I have found so far. Your own operating system will do a fairly good job of getting your pic-

tures and videos into your computer for you. On the net you also have programs that are free like Picassa, Flickr 

and You Tube which all do a very good job of storing and displaying your own work to family and friends. 

 

One of the things that I liked best about Media Show was ease of operation. There are only 5 buttons to control the 

whole program. Below youôll find a screen shot of the  second screen youôll see, select the Pictures button. 

 

Starting with the # 1 button, or the Home button here you can see all of your different folders and how many pic-

tures or videos you have in each folder. 

 

For the # 2 button you have Create. Here you can do things like 

make your own Screen Saver, compose a movie or DVD. You can 

print your own pictures or order prints on line. 

 

Next you have the # 3 button or the Share button. Here you can 

share your pictures with friends and family or up-load them to 

Flickr. Also, you could upload them to U-tube with a single click of 

your mouse, if desired. 

 

The next button # 4 is the View button, here you can adjust the size 

(Continued from page 13) 

(Continued on page 15) 
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of your thumbnails or add any captions to your pictures. You can also change the color of the skin of the program 

(appearance). 

 

The last button or # 5 is the Folder Tools button. Here you edit, sort, locate, delete or hide some pictures if you like.  

 

This Media Show 4 is one of the top programs when it comes to ease of operation, not to mention what the finished 

product will look like. To create a movie or slideshow with sound and motion, fading or cell you only have to make 

about three clicks of the mouse. First you have to decide if you want background music or not, next select what for-

mat you want to use, and where to save your work in your computer. Yes, you do have to tell it what pictures or 

videos to use! At last, all you do is click the Burn button and thatôs it. Zap youôre done! 

 

To create a DVD itôs very easy. First decide a name for your DVD. Then pick out a menu style for your DVD. Now 

comes the hard part. You must decide which videos you want to use and if you want any still pictures in it or not. 

Yes, once again you have to tell the program which videos or pictures you want to use. 

 

Next. click on the preview button to see what your work looks like. If you like it, click on the burn button and 

youôre done. 

 

System Requirements 

1. Operating System- Windows Vista / XP (with Direct X 9 or above) 

2. Screen Resolution- 800 x 600 

3. Printers- All 

4. CPU- Intel Pentium D 3.0 GHz, AMD Athlon 64 3500+ or above 

5. Sound Card- PCI sound card or on-board audio 

6. Memory- 512 MB RAM minimum, 1GB recommended 

7. Hard Disk Space- 1 GB required, 20 GB recommended for DVD production 

8. Graphics Card- Intel 945GM or above-64 MBVRAM or above 

9. Optical Drive- A DVD burner (DVD+R/RW or DVD-R/RW) is required to burn content onto DVDôs 

10. Import Devices- Cameras via removable disk interface-Cameras support Windows Portable devices interface-

Camcorder DV devices via IEEE 1394 (Firewire) 

11. Internet Connection- An Internet connection is required for some upload/download features. 

 

As for the overall way the program works, Iôve not found a program this large at this cost that operates so easily 

and simply. I have found no shortcomings with this program yet. This is the best program for the money that can be 

found, under $50.00. 

 

(Continued from page 14) 



PLATEAU PC USERS GROUP, INC.  

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP  

Return this application, with check for annual dues ($25 family, $20 individual, $10 student membership) payable to 
"PLATEAU PC USERS GROUP." Return to the club Treasurer during our meeting or mail to PPCUG Treasurer. P.O. 

Box 3787, Crossville, TN 38557. 

________________________      

Date                                                     

________________________    ____________________     ________________________________________________ 

Last Name                                   First Name                                 Family Members (if family membership) 

_________________________________________________   _________   _____________________________________________ 
Address: City                                                           State      Zip Code     Phone Number 
_________________________________________ 
E-Mail address 

l have used PCs since (year):                I have belonged to a Computer Club before. Yes                No 

I have knowledge in the following areas and would be willing to share my knowledge with club members: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I would like to learn more about the following areas: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

March 2009  

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

1 2 3 4 5 6  1 pm 

Photography 

Club Mtg  

7 

8 9 10 11 2  pm 
Board Mtg  

12  13 14 

15 16  3 pm 

Q & A Session 

Followed by 

General Mtg 

17 18 19 20 21 10 am 

Investment 

SIG 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     


