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THIS MONTH’S MEETINGS ) President's Letter
o\ )y §| from Carl Nordeen
January 4 at 1 p.m. b £
At FFG Community Church
Photography Club The holidays are over and hopefully we are back on
the road with our diets and can relax now that the hectic
) January ) times are over. Keep up with your PC backups and clean
Pleasant Hill Community House out the clutter. Also don't forget ink cartridges for Wags
Pleasant Hill SIG and Whiskers.
No Meeting

January 19 at 1 p.m.
At 127 S. Senior Center
Investment SIG

January 21 at 3 p.m.
At 127 S. Senior Center
General Meeting

o Ask the Experts Q&A
e Short Business Meeting & Program

January Program

You’ve got the digital pictures, you’ve got the
computer, you’ve got the color printer....now what
are you going to do with all that technology?

This month’s meeting will feature two presenta-
tions demonstrating the use of some free download-
able software to help. Don Hazel will discuss and ex-
hibit projects using Photostory 3, which enables you
to develop a slide show that includes music, transi-
tions between slides, and zooming and panning. Jim
McCullough will demonstrate his projects using Pi-
casa, with which you can edit, organize, present and
print your photos, and Tabblo with which you can
create posters and prints. He will also explore dis-
playing photos on the new digital photo frames.
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“FREE” Table
We have set up a table at our member meetings to share our
“extra” goodies with other club members.
If you have something to give away, bring it in and put it on the

FREE table. It’s first come, first served. If you see something you

want, help yourself.
Membership Dues and Expiration Dates

Membership dues are $25 a year for a family, $20 a year for
an individual, and $10 a year for a student 21 years of age or
under. Your membership is valid for 12 months from the
month you join (or renew your membership). Please pay
your dues to the treasurer before the last day of your anniver-
sary month. Anyone who is 30 days or more in arrears with
membership dues cannot participate in the door prize draw-
ings.

Corporate memberships are $25 a year for the first two mem-
berships and $10 a year for each additional membership from
the same company.

Our Club cannot exist without you, the members. Remem-
ber, you and your membership dues are important to keep
the club functioning!

BOARD OF DIRECTORS DISCLAIMER
All members of the Plateau PC Users Group are willing to help
one another in the area of advice and tutorial instruction over the
phone. If you should require more involved services or instruc-
tion, we have a few members who are very knowledgeable in sev-
eral areas. As a responsible consumer, it is up to you to discuss,
before retaining a member, any and ALL charges for repair ser-
vices and time consuming tutorial activities.

1t is not the desire of this Board of Directors to set fees for indi-
viduals for services rendered, nor the responsibility to intervene
between members who enter into a contract among themselves

The GAZETTE is published using the following: Microsoft
Word, Microsoft Publisher, and Microsoft Windows 98, The
GAZETTE is the monthly newsletter of the Plateau PC Users
Group. Material in the GAZETTE may be freely used in other
user group newsletters if credit is given the author and the
PPCUG GAZETTE. PPCUG members may place free classified
advertising (up to 50 words) in the GAZETTE (run time maxi-
mum of three months).

Commerecial ads (local advertisers) may be placed at 50 cents per
line. Graphic ads (camera ready) are as follows: $25 per 1/4
page, $40 per 1/2 page, $75 per full page.

DISCLAIMER: No warranty, express or implied, is made by
the PPCUG, the Gazette editorial staff or its contributing
editors. This extends to all losses incidental or consequential

from the use or non-use of any information in any issue of the
GAZETTE.
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UPCOMING MEETING
February 2008 !!!

The next General Meeting of the
PLATEAU PC USERS GROUP
Will be February 18 at 3:00 P. M. at
127 S. SENIOR CENTER

Tax Time again!

Bob Willis will present a program on using your
computer to do your Income Taxes

New Members
Diane Baetz
Gerald Patterson

Linda Yates

Please invite your friends to a meeting. The first
meeting is free.

Cool Sites

http://www.dtv.gov/index.html

Are you confused about what will happen to your TV
when broadcast TV converts to digital on February
17, 2009? Are you concerned that your old analog
TV will go dark on that date? TV and newspaper ar-
ticles seem to only confuse more. This site has all the
information.

Don Lewis

News of the Special Interest Groups

The PPCUG sponsors several Special Interest Groups
(SIGs) tailored to meet the varied needs of our many
members. Each SIG is a small group whose leader pre-
pares material for presentation and encourages open dis-
cussion and questions. We urge you to attend the SIGs
and hope you will find one or more of interest to you.
Ideas for additional groups are welcome, as are volun-
teers to form and lead new SIGs.

Websites for Investing

Meets the third Saturday of each month at 1 p.m. at the 127 S.
Senior Center. The leader is Bob Mohar .

Pleasant Hill Group

The Pleasant Hill group meetings will be announced by the
SIG Leader. Meetings are held in the Pleasant Hill Community
House on Main Street across from the Pleasant Hill Post Of-
fice. All members are welcome and visitors from the Pleasant
Hill area are especially encouraged to come.

PPCUG Website

Visit our website at www.PPCUGinc.com. The Learn-
ing Center class schedule and Gazette are all
available on our web site.

Send your comments and suggestions to the
Webmaster, Don Lewis
Webmaster@ppcuginc.com (931) 456-5352

PPCUG ISP

We wish to thank the following for providing ISP con-
nections:

e Multipro for dialup at Pleasant Hill

e Charter for cable broadband at the 127 Senior
Center

o Frontier for DSL at Fairfield Glade

Gazette — January 2008

www.PPCUGinc.com

Page 3



http://www.dtv.gov/index.html

Minutes of the Membership Meeting
November 19, 2007

The question and answer session was attended by 21 members and 4 guests.
Call to Order at 4 PM
Treasurer’s Report shows a balance of $7063.13

Club Laptop: Carl Nordeen is in the process of purchasing a new Dell laptop for the club from Staples for ap-
proximately $900.

Program: Alan Baker presented an excellent program on Windows Vista. He started by explaining the difference
between Vista Home premium and Vista Home Basic. His choice would be Home Premium because it offers more
than Home Basic which is very much like Windows XP. Next he covered minimum system requirements, software
compatibility, hardware compatibility, and the new things in Vista. He concluded by listing the ways and places to
go for help with the learning process. You will find his detailed handout posted on the club website on the forum
section under “Windows Vista Information”.

Door Prizes: Two 512 GIG were awarded, one each to Don Lewis and Paula Doriell.
Adjournment: at 8pm

Submitted by
Harriette Weidner for Roger D Holyer Black, Secretary

Freeware Review
By Alan Baker

Title: AMP Calendar Ver. 2.2
Author: Alberto Martinez Perez
License: Freeware for personal use
Cost: $0

Website: www.ampsoft.net

Main Function: A simple on-screen read-only yearly calendar.

Description: Perfect for those who occasionally need a calendar that is quick and easy to access and that covers
more than the current month. It just displays a calendar -- no appointments or reminders. Its main appeal is the
quick access from any program and being able to see 12 months at a time. When set up to load with Windows, an
icon sits in the system tray, ready for access. When the user clicks the icon, the calendar pops up in whatever col-
umn format you have chosen. I like 3 columns so that the calendar displays in 'quarters', but you can select from 1-
12 columns. You can set the beginning day for the week, display week numbers and change colors used. The cur-
rent day is highlighted with a red box. Once it is displayed, you can view prior or future years, as well. Of course,
you can print it too. The file to download is only 385K and the installation is quick and easy.

Recommendation: This is a good, simple program that does exactly what it says it will do. If having quick access
to a multi-year calendar would be helpful to you, give it a try.
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Buying a New Vista Computer? Read This First!

By Sandy Berger, Compukiss.com
www.compukiss.com
sandy(at)compukiss.com

Obtained from APCUG with the author's permission for publication by APCUG member groups.

Windows Vista is finally ready for prime time. Over the last several months, the drivers for many devices like
printers and scanners have been updated to accommodate Vista. Most software has also been updated to be Vista
compatible. If you are ready for a new computer you may be ready for Vista. However, you might want to do a lit-
tle homework before you make your purchase.

While many devices and much software has been made compatible, not every software program or every piece of
hardware will work with Vista. So before you make the move you should check with the manufacturer of your pe-
ripheral devices like printers and scanners to make sure that they can be used with Vista. You should also check the
compatibility of software programs that you use. Most hardware manufacturer’s offer updated drivers which you
can obtain at their website at no extra cost. Although some software manufacturers offer free updates, for some,
you will to have to purchase a new version that is compatible with Vista. For instance, the anti-virus program that
you are using on your Windows XP computer will probably not work with Vista. While many of today’s computers
come with anti-virus software, they are usually only good for one or two months. So be sure to leave a little extra in
your budget to purchase any necessary software updates. With careful investigation, you should be able to decide
which of your programs will need to be updated and how much it will cost before you make your computer pur-
chase.

Purchasing a Windows Vista computer is a bit more difficult for the average computer user because there are sev-
eral very different versions of Vista. Windows XP came in two main versions, Home and Professional. The choice
was fairly easy. Home suited most home users and Professional was better for businesses. With Vista, Microsoft
has muddied the water by offering five versions: Home Basic, Home Premium, Business, Enterprise, and Ultimate.

Let me clarify your options. Whether you are a home user or a business, the Ultimate version will give you every-
thing that Vista has to offer including remote access, scheduled backups, special encryption, Windows faxing, and
all of the entertainment features in Vista. Although you will pay more for Ultimate, it does include everything you
could possibly want.

While home users can certainly use the Ultimate version, for most the Home Premium version will suffice. This is
an excellent version that includes the Media Center which gives you great features for working with photos and
music. With a TV tuner in your computer, this version, like the Ultimate version, will let you watch TV on your
computer and record television programming just as you would with a stand-alone digital recorder or TIVO, but
with no monthly charges. It has a themed slide shows and DVD Maker software included. It also has several cool
games like Chess, Titans, Mahjong Titans, and Inkball. In reality, Home Premium is the only fully featured home
version.

The Home Basic version of Vista is one you will want to avoid. It seems that Microsoft created this version for the
sole purpose of getting people into Vista cheaply and having them pay more to upgrade to a better version later.
The Home Basic version is stripped of many of the features that make Vista so good. It has none of the television,
photo, or music features that are found in the Home Premium version. It doesn’t even include the scheduled backup
that is included in all of the other versions. So Basic is stripped of many of the features that make using the com-
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)
puter easier and more entertaining.

Home Basic doesn’t have the Aero Glass interface that is standard in all other versions. This interface is what
makes Vista so visually appealing when you are using it. It also gives you a smoother-performing desktop. In my
opinion, it is also easier on the eyes. While some may say it is just cosmetic, I think it is a great loss not to have it.
If you purchase a computer with Home Basic, Microsoft makes it easy to upgrade to Home Premium online. Just
pay them more money and download the upgrade. However, Home Basic only requires 512MB of ram, while all
the other versions require 1GB (twice as much) of memory. Also Home Basic will run on a computer with lower
graphics requirements. So you may find that the new computer you just purchased with Home Basic does not have
the power to run the better versions of Vista like Home Premium or Ultimate without adding more memory and
upgrading the video card. Also since Home Basic is so “basic” it does not even come close to meeting the require-
ments for most networked businesses.

The bottom line is...... Stay away from Vista Home Basic. If you purchase a new computer for home use, stick to
Home Premium or Ultimate. If you purchase a new computer for your business, the choices in Vista are not always
clear cut. Check with a knowledgeable consultant to determine which version of Vista best suits your needs.

If you do a little research before you purchase that Vista computer, you will be happier with your purchase.

This article has been provided to APCUG by the author solely for publication by APCUG member groups. All
other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above).

After Retirement, Who Are You?

By Gabe Goldberg, Advisor, Region 2; Columnist, CompuKISS.com
Gabe(at)gabegold.com

Obtained from APCUG with the author's permission for publication by APCUG member groups.

Retirement -- even temporary job loss -- can trigger discomfort with one's changed identity. Especially for those
who have been strongly career oriented, the simple question, "What do you do?" can lead to fumbling for an an-
swer. And when socializing or doing business or volunteering, it can be awkward not having the usual trappings of
the grown-up world such as business cards.

Though called "business cards", they're hardly restricted to that context. Stay-at-home spouses, volunteers, and
other folks often need a quick way to provide identification and contact information such as email address or Web
site URL. They can also list concise emergency information and instructions such as medical history, allergies,
medications, and someone to contact.

But with modern proliferation of such data -- landline telephone number, cell phone number, instant messaging
screen name, LinkedIn or other social networking Web site address, Skype number, etc. -- it's a challenge convey-
ing one's whole story quickly.

Designing and purchasing cards the traditional way, using a real-world printer, can be a nuisance or daunting chal-
lenge, not to mention expensive. And personally printed cards -- whether laser or ink-jet -- never seem quite as pol-
ished. For an online alternative, visit VistaPrint, <www.vistaprint.com>, a user-friendly and economical source of
personalized cards and many other customizable products.

(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

Among VistaPrint's many attractive bargains is the opportunity to order 250 cards for free, paying only shipping.
The small "catch" is that there will be a small/tasteful VistaPrint ad on the cards' back. But for a small fee, the ad
can be omitted. And larger quantities can be ordered for rates far below those of local print shops.

These bargain cards aren't limited to boring just-the-facts designs; more than 40 backgrounds cater to the most seri-
ous or the most fanciful among us. My cards are businesslike, while my wife's show a more flowery and artistic
personality. Having browsed the site's design spectrum I occasionally recognize fellow VistaPrint customers from
their cards! More elaborate designs are available at slightly higher prices and

custom designs can be uploaded to the site.

VistaPrint runs occasional sales and promotions, during which other products (sticky notes, T-shirts, desk calen-
dars, invitations, announcements, notepads, letterhead, etc.) are offered for just the cost of shipping or at greatly
reduced prices. ['ve gotten essentially free personalized rubber stamps and refrigerator magnets showing my busi-
ness card design. And the site offers a small bonus for referring new customers.

A very convenient feature is the site remembering details of orders for reuse or modification. So when I've moved
or changed contact information, I haven't needed to redesign my cards from scratch: I simply update the informa-
tion and reorder.

Having cards handy in pocket or purse eliminates having to scribble contact information on scraps of paper, and
avoids someone having to later puzzle what's written. One warning applies, though: Consider how much informa-
tion to reveal. Telephone number and email address, perhaps with city and state, may suffice without compromis-
ing privacy.

This article from the CompuKISS Web site, www.compukiss.com, is copyrighted by Gabriel Goldberg. It may be
reproduced, for single use, or by nonprofit organizations for educational purposes, with attribution to CompuKISS.
It should be unchanged and this paragraph included. Please e-mail gabe(at)gabegold.com when you use it, or for
permission to excerpt or condense.

This article has been provided to APCUG by the author solely for publication by APCUG member groups. All
other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above).

Moving on to Vista — Part 1

by Neil Stahfest, Shareware Librarian, Tacoma Area PC User Group, WA
www.tapcug.org
ncstahfest(at)msn.com

Obtained from APCUG with the author's permission for publication by APCUG member groups.

I tested a pre-release version of Windows Vista last year. I thought that the eye candy was nice but there really was-
n't a lot about the program to make it worth upgrading my PC to use it. Since then I've heard stories about problems
with Vista that made me even reluctant to upgrade to it. But, things happen. I "needed" a new laptop to demonstrate
programs for the Flight Simulator S.I.G. <wink><wink> Many of you will be buying new computers in the next
year or so, so I'll share some of my experiences and impressions with you.

(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)

I took the plunge in August 2007 and bought a new HP laptop. And of course it only comes pre-loaded with Win-
dows Vista. (Note - If you buy a new PC, make sure you get at least the Vista Home Premium Version. The Home
Basic Version is crippled, you wont like it, and the manufacture may even provide the Premium version as a "free"
upgrade.)

I opened the box, plugged in the battery charger, turned the PC on (per the instructions) and the computer worked.
HP pre-activates Windows Vista saving you from going through the exercise of activating it. I had to answer a few
questions of course; name, password, my preference for mydesktop, etc. Nothing too difficult. So now I have Win-
dows Vista and it works.

Connection to my wireless home LAN was important to me; fortunately Vista made that very easy. Just follow the
Internet Wizard, a click here, a click there and you are connected. The first thing I used the Internet connection for
was to check for Windows Vista updates. There were about 18. I'm not sure what they were all supposed to do, but
for now, I decided to trust Microsoft and installed all of them.

The next few days were spent playing with the computer, learning what things did.I sure miss the days when you
got a "real" manual with a PC. It took me five days to discover a pressure sensitive strip at the top of the keyboard
that lets you increase and decrease speaker volume by sliding your finger over it. Searching the Hewlett Packard
web site I located a manual for my computer (in .pdf format) and downloaded it for future reference.

I never have cared for the touch pads that they put on laptop PCs to provide a mouse function but this one works
pretty good. Still, I prefer a real mouse. Unfortunately, this laptop doesn't have the standard mouse connector like
my old laptop. HP only provides USB connections so none of the mice I have will work on it. A check at the web
site of my favorite PC supply store indicated that they were out of stock. As luck would have it, later the same day,
I was walking past the writing supplies area in my local Safeway when I spotted a laptop mouse manufactured by
Targus. For $19 and change I bought a cute little two button USB optical mini-mouse (no mouse pad required) with
a little thing on the connecting wire that lets me pull out as much or as little wire as I need. Problem solved!
(Update — I lost my original mouse after about three weeks. I discovered that Office Max sells a variety of mini-
mice made by different manufacturers. I bought another Targus mini-mouse.)

Personal computers are very personal. I spent most of the first week that I owned this computer, customizing it. I
added utility and application programs that do what I need to do the way I like to do it. Vista may offer “better”
ways to organize and present information. If so I'll probably discover them. In the meantime my desktop looks
similar to my old Windows XP computer, littered with desktop icons that are shortcuts to various programs.

This article has been provided to APCUG by the author solely for publication by APCUG member groups. All
other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above).

Investment Club Information

The Crossville Area Investment Club completed 2007 with an investment return of 14.3% handily beating all stock
market indexes yet (slightly) below our goal of 15%. We were fortunate to have invested in three companies that
doubled in value: Suntech Power (STP), Garmin (GRMN), and Southern Copper (PCU). Focusing on investor
education seems to have paid off. All 10 members are looking forward toward 2008 and learning more about top-
ics such as: Foreign stocks, technical analysis, analyst research, and our investment philosophy. We invite new
partners to join us (call Bob @ 707-0434) and remember rule #1 “Don’t lose money!” To a happy and prosperous
New Year, cheers!
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The New, the Best, and the Worst
October 2007

Collected by Pim Borman, Webmaster, SW Indiana PC Users Group, Inc.
http://swipcug.apcug.org/
Swipcug(at)gmail.com

Obtained from APCUG with the author's permission for publication by APCUG member groups.

Mobile Supercomputers

Ever since Compaq designed a “portable” version of the old IBM PC there has been a trend to make computers eas-
ier to carry around. Soon there were laptops, then notebooks, and by now some are cellphone add-ins. But what if
you need more computer power than a desktop can provide?

Large enterprises depend on computerized data centers that support the various administrative aspects of the busi-
ness and support a network of desktop computers. Those data centers are typical arranged in bulky stacks of servers
and memory banks, located in air conditioned rooms to keep them from overheating. Such expensive data centers
are typically custom-built, take months to construct, occupy expensive real estate in office buildings, and are as im-
mobile as the Empire State Building. Sun Microsystems has come up with a (more) mobile version of the typical
database center by putting all the hardware in a standard 20-foot shipping container. It has up to 250 servers with
seven terabytes of active memory (what we usually call RAM I guess) and up to 2 petabytes (2 million gigabytes)
of storage. It can support 10,000 desktop users. The individual servers use Sun's proprietary 8-core Niagara chips
that are not only fast but also at 70 W per chip use a lot less power than common server chips. Because of the stan-
dard construction, such a center can be much more quickly built and delivered at a fraction of the cost of a custom
data center. It can be parked in a parking lot or basement of an office building or moved to a disaster zone, battle-
field or third world aid center. Rumors have it that Google is interested for their ever-expanding data storage needs.

Of course, there are still some minor problems. Air blown across the electronics boxes has to be cooled with heat
exchangers requiring 60 gallons of water per minute that may have to be recycled through external coolers. It will
take a sizable, dedicated fiber optics cable for data input and output, and a big wall outlet with a super extension
cord to power it all. And don't forget the nerdy teenager to program it all.

The Stanford Linear Accelerator Center (SLAC) will be the first end-user to get a Project Blackbox portable data
center from Sun Microsystems. The 20-foot shipping container (which will be painted white, not black) will sit on a
concrete pad behind the computer building with hookups to power, a 10-gigabit network connection and a chiller
located on an adjacent pad. It will allow the SLAC to expand its computing capacity even though its existing data
center has maxed out its power and cooling." (From Scientific American, with additional details from the Internet)

Super Jigsaws
If you like jigsaw puzzles as well as computers you may have tried some computer versions of jigsaw puzzles. In
my limited experience they were primitive and unsatisfactory, but I may not have looked long enough.

Bertram Nicolay of the Fraunhofer Institute for Production Systems and Design Technology and his colleagues
have greatly improved the state of the art. When the Berlin Wall came down and East Germany was to be reunited
with the West, the East's State Security Service was in a panic to destroy mounds of secret, incriminating docu-
ments in a hurry. Available shredding machines weren't up to the task, so they tore up some 45 million documents
by hand. The resulting 600 million pieces of paper are stored in 16,250 bags. To piece the fragments back together

(Continued on page 10)

Gazette — January 2008 www.PPCUGinc.com Page 9
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would take 30 persons an estimated 600-800 years. Computers to the rescue!

First all the pieces have to be scanned, on both sides, a gigantic task, made possible by technology developed by a
daughter company of Bertelsmann, AG. Then the pieces are presorted, based on color and texture of the paper and
ink. The scientists have developed algorithms to speed up the matching of edges, and the original documents are
reconstituted one piece at a time.

Subsequent work now makes it also possible to reconstitute documents that have been shredded by machine. That
task is much more difficult, since all the edges are identical. But already, for Germany’s Tax Authority, a bag full
of shredded documents has been successfully reconstructed. (From The Economist, 9/8/07, with thanks to Louis
Ritz. See also http://www.ipk.fraunhofer.de/pr/pressekonferenz)

Amazon

Recently I was called upon to edit this newsletter, a seemingly simple task since it only consists of 8 Xeroxed
pages, mostly text in a 2-column format. Using OpenOffice Writer, but with no experience in page layout, I found
the task harder than expected,.The formatting clearly had a mind of its own, the help files did not help, and it is a
wonder that I finally cobbled something together that looked OK.

In order to be prepared for the next time this might happen, I visited Amazon to look for a helpful book. Surpris-
ingly, there was not a great deal to choose from, but one book stood out as the best-looking choice. The OpenOf-
fice.org 2 Guidebook by Solveig Haugland received rave reviews from 9 reviewers. It was also pricey, at $59.99,
but at the bottom of the listing Amazon provided a link to "2 used & new available from $36.00." Clicking on that
link led to an offer of the book, in new condition, for $36.00. The choice was easy and I ordered the "used" book.

Amazon sent me the usual confirmation, but the following morning I received another note, from the author,
Solveig Haugland, thanking me for my order and she was shipping the book the same day. Because the book is self
-published, the author is free to sell her books directly at lower cost than the advertised store price. Anyway, a great
way to save $24! More about the merits of the book in a forthcoming newsletter.

Burj Dubai Babel Babble

Reading about the tallest tower at 2625 feet now under construction, the Burj Dubai in the United Arab Emirates,
makes me think of that earlier venture, the Tower of Babel, also in the Middle East, but a few thousand years ago.
As you may remember, that project came to grief because the contractors spoke different languages. Now we have
computers, of course, who keep in touch wirelessly. Let's hope they all use the same operating system, regularly
updated and patched, with protection against viruses and rootkits!

Google

Google generates personal profiles of its users, based on the many ways they use its services. It uses the profiles to
target ads based on individual preferences and interests. The ads are unobtrusive so you may hardly notice them.
But if you are reading a message in Google mail it is interesting to pay attention to the ads shown on the side,
clearly related to keywords in the message that Google is reading over your shoulder. After Google-mailing the
comment about the Dubai tower (above) to myself, including BCC to some correspondents, the message came back
with the following "sponsored links" in the margin (hypertext links omitted):

Ocean Front Condos $118k, 2 - bedrooms or 3-bedrooms Ocean Front, 55 mins fm Panama City
Charlotte NC new condos. The place to live in Charlotte... All the amenities. Reserve today.
San Jose Luxury Living. Downtown Residential Tower Dramatic Views. Historic City Park

Macintosh Computers $199. Refurbished G4 G5 Macs from $199 Powermacs iMacs eMacs at Low Prices Tek-
(Continued on page 11)
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sale.com
Trump Tower Chicago. View all available Trump Tower Chicago condos with full details.

Makes you wonder about privacy, doesn't it? I often use Google to find answers to crossword puzzle clues. I won-
der what conclusions Google draws about me, based on those off-the-wall questions?

© 2007 Willem F.H. Borman. This article may be reproduced in its entirety only, including this statement, by non-
profit organizations in their member publications, with mention of the author's name and the Southwestern Indiana
PC Users Group, Inc.

This article has been provided to APCUG by the author solely for publication by APCUG member groups. All
other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above).

Google Search Bar and Your Telephone Number

By Sandy Berger, CompuKISS.com
www.compukiss.com
sandy(at)compukiss.com

Obtained from APCUG with the author's permission for publication by APCUG member groups.

If you know someone’s telephone number, how hard would it be to find that person? Well, with Internet resources,
it couldn’t be easier. Type any telephone number into the Google search bar and you will quickly be given the
name and address that relates to that number. Even a bit scarier is the fact that right next to the name and address is
the word “map”. Just click on that word and the location in question is marked with a big green arrow on a detailed
map. One more click and you can see the building with that address from a satellite view.

I say this is scary because it is. This information may be put to good use by friends and relatives, but in the hands of
a stalker or a criminal, it can be highly dangerous. Imagine how easy it would be to find a woman who lives alone
in a rural area. Or think about a child who might innocently give out their telephone number and have a pervert be
able to find their exact location so easily.

If you think that you are exempt from this because you have an unlisted or unpublished number, think again.
Google states, ”Our phone and address listings are gathered by a third party provider, which collects telephone di-
rectories and other public records available elsewhere on the web.” It is the “other public records” that might get
your telephone number into these listings. They use everything from public utility records, court records, and prop-
erty records, to business records. I was able to easily find the names and addresses of several people who have
unlisted telephone numbers.

Because of privacy complaints, Google has initiated a way to be removed from this reverse telephone lookup. Just
search for your telephone number in google and click on the link with your name. You will be taken to another
page with an obvious removal link. Yet, if you want to remove your name and address from the entire Web, you
should be prepared to settle in for a long, tedious task. Removing my telephone number from Google was easy. Un-
fortunately, I quickly found more than a dozen other places that had my telephone number listed including Yahoo,
InfoSpace, Intelius, AnyWho, and addresses.com. Each one of these has a different method for removing your
name and number, and often the process is quite convoluted. At Yahoo, there was an obvious “Remove my List-
ing” link. But the link went to the Yahoo help pages, which were not at all helpful. It took me about 30 minutes of
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searching to find the correct removal link. (http://phone.people.yahoo.com/py/psPhoneSupp.py)

Although most of the major search sites did not have listings for cell phones, I found that I could get the names and
addresses for many cell phones numbers at Intelius for just $14.95. Getting your name and address out of Intelius is
even more complicated than removing it from some other websites. To opt out of Intelius they require that you fax
them a copy of your driver’s license or a notarized form proving your identity.

Even if you take the time to eliminate your name and address from all the directories that you find today, you might
appear in some new directory tomorrow. Yet, if you want to guard your privacy, it may be worth the effort to elimi-
nate yourself from as many of the directories as possible. It may also be time to realize that a simple thing like a
telephone number can now lead to more personal identification than you ever imagined. Perhaps we need to start
guarding our telephone number as carefully as we do our social security number.

This article has been provided to APCUG by the author solely for publication by APCUG member groups. All
other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above).

Fake Check Scams on the Internet Explode

By Ira Wilsker, APCUG Director; Columnist, The Examiner, Beaumont, TX; Radio & TV Show Host
Iwilsker(at)apcug.net

WEBSITES:
http://fakechecks.org
http://fakechecks.org/prevention.html

Obtained from APCUG with the author's permission for publication by APCUG member groups.

You may remember the recent case of a local woman who responded to a “work at home” opportunity where she
would accept payments from the customers of a business, deposit the checks, deduct her generous commissions,
and then wire the balance elsewhere.

Recently, in my High Tech Crime Consortium (HTCC) listserv, an investigator posted the following inquiry
(redacted): “Is anyone working a case involving a fraudulent check from XXX Bank on the account of YYY Finan-
cial Trust Company, a supposed winner of a drawing scam. My victim received this letter and check, deposited it
and XXX BANK told her it was good so they put the money in her account. Turns out it was not. She of course was
told to wire “taxes” in the amount of $4425.00 to a subject XXXXX in Houston, Texas, but the money gram was
picked up in XXXXX.”

Recently, (October 3), the Reuters news service ran a story “Spam-scam crackdown nets $2 billion in fake checks”.
The story goes on to explain, “An international crackdown on Internet financial scams this year has yielded more
than $2.1 billion in seized fake checks and 77 arrests in the Netherlands, Nigeria and Canada, U.S. and other au-
thorities said on Wednesday. The scammers, often West African organized crime groups, use ploys such as "spam"
e-mail offering to pay recipients "processing fees" for depositing checks, which later turn out to be phony, and
sending the ostensible proceeds to the scammer, authorities said.” Demonstrating how prevalent this scam is, the
Reuters article goes on to say, “Two-thirds of Americans said they received at least one potential scam contact per
week, and 18 percent said they or a family member had fallen for one, in a survey conducted for an alliance of
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banks, consumer groups and the U.S. Postal Service. Grant said complaints to her group about fake checks have
risen 60 percent this year, and the average victim loses about $3,000 to $4,000.”

In a parallel news story at FoxNews.com (October 3), “Postal Service Declares War on Nigerian Scam”, in discuss-
ing the same seizure writes, “So far this year, an average of more than 800 people a month have filed complaints
about such scams. Hoping to stem the losses, the U.S. Postal Inspection Service announced an international crack-
down Wednesday in which more than 540,000 fake checks with a face value of $2.1 billion have been seized.” The
financial and emotional impact of being a victim can be disabling, “Retired people have lost their nest eggs and
young families have been defrauded of their savings for a home.”

I£ 800 people a month report losses to the Postal Inspector, one may wonder how many other victims are too
ashamed or embarrassed to report the crime which victimized them.

You may have noticed some TV commercials warning about these scams, another indication of the degree of the
threat. The commercials are promoting a consumer education website fakechecks.org, a creation of the National
Consumers League, and sponsored by groups such as the American Bankers Association, American Express, Capi-
tal One, JP Morgan Chase, Visa, Western Union, and the United States Postal Inspection Service. The meat of the
website is a curt warning that says, “There is no legitimate reason why anyone would give you a check or money
order and ask you to wire money in return.”

The major types of scams that use these methods are foreign business offers, rental schemes, love losses, sudden
riches, overpayment, and work at home scams. The common thread in all of these is that in response to an email,
phone call, or letter, the victim received certified or cashiers’ checks, or money orders, and was directed to deposit
them in their personal bank accounts. Immediately after depositing the instruments, the victim was directed to de-
duct his commission or fee, and then wire the proffered balance (often via Western Union) to the crook. The
checks and money orders would bounce as they were typically counterfeit, forged, or otherwise phony, leaving the
victim with the financial loss for the amounts wired to the crook. The proceeds of the wired funds are often picked
up overseas, and not at the address stated in the original offer.

Many of us have received the ubiquitous Nigerian 419 scam from the relative of some oil minister who was killed
in a plane crash, and the widow needs help in investing the money. In the original scam, still circulating by the
millions, the victim is to wire money to Nigeria or some “barrister” in London in order to pay the taxes and fees to
release the funds, for which the victim is to receive a generous commission. In a new iteration of the scheme, the
victim receives an email or letter that alleges that the crook claims to have a check which can be used to pay the
taxes and fees, and in exchange for depositing the check and wiring the net proceeds to a third party, the victim can
withhold a generous commission. Of course, the check is worthless.

In another version, also distributed in the millions, the victim receives an email, letter, or fax claiming that they
have won an international lottery. In the past, the victim had to come up with the taxes and fees on his own, and
wire the money to the crook in order to collect the winnings. Now the scheme sends the victim an authentic look-
ing check which is to be used to pay the foreign taxes and fees on the prize winnings. The victim deposits the
check, which may also include a small percentage of his winnings, and wires the taxes and fees to a third party.
The check bounces, and the victim is out the proceeds, often in the $3000 to $4000 range.

I have actually had students who advertised their cars online, and received a call or email from a barrister in Lon-
don representing a client who wanted to buy the car for the full asking price. They would then overnight a certified
check to the seller for more than the selling price of the car, and ask the seller to wire the balance back to London,
sometimes after deducting a generous fee or bonus. A bonded courier will be by to pick up the car. Of course
(Continued on page 14)
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there is no courier, and the check is no good, leaving the seller with his car plus a several thousand dollar loss.

Another student recently brought me an email where she could make hundreds of dollars a week by accepting
checks and money orders from a seller that needed an American presence, asking her to deduct her 20% commis-
sion, and then wiring the proceeds to some distant place. The scam is obvious.

Greed and gullibility can affect all races and religions. The website fakechecks.org may provide a valuable warn-
ing to those who might fall victim. Ifthe Postal Service can seize 540,000 fake checks worth $2.1 billion, one may
wonder how many were not seized, and made it to the victims. One can only wonder how much more was lost by
the victims, often those who can least afford it.

This article has been provided to APCUG by the author solely for publication by APCUG member groups. All
other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above).

Converting to a Portable Office

By Brian K. Lewis, Ph.D., a regular columnist and member of the Sarasota PCUG, Florida
WWW.Spcug.org
bwsail at yahoo.com

Obtained from APCUG with the author's permission for publication by APCUG member groups.

Many times over the fifteen years that I have been writing for the Monitor I found myself approaching the deadline while I
was on the road. Since I usually travel with a laptop I managed to get something written and sent off to the editor. Now, how-
ever, [ am in the process of changing to a completely mobile lifestyle. That means that everything I need has to fit in a very
small space on a travel trailer where there is no room for a desktop and a CRT. I also needed to add storage to the laptop so
that all of my research files, genealogy files, photos, videos, etc would be able to go along. That's what this article is all about
— fitting everything into as small a space as possible. First, a disclaimer. Although I will be mentioning various brands, they
just happen to be the ones I used. There may be better ones or equivalent items available. This is not to be considered a review
or recommendation of any specific hardware or software components. [ have included the brand names for those who might
want to get more details on the components.

To start with my laptop has a 60 GB IDE hard drive partitioned into 35 GB and 25 GB. The 25 is the space I use for Linux
(Ubuntu), while the 35 GB is my Windows XP. On my desktop I had a very fast 250 GB SATA drive and a Plextor DVD
burner. The DVD burner in the laptop burns only DVD+ disks at a 1X speed. The Plextor burns DVD+ & - discs at a much
faster speed than the laptop drive. I also have a 250 GB SATA drive that I use for backup of both the desktop and the laptop.
All of these were really what I needed for the expansion of my laptop. Or, I could have popped for a new laptop. The cheap
way out was to keep my older drives and make them available to the laptop. Since the desktop hard drive has a SATA inter-
face it has a much faster data transfer rate than the older IDE drives. To get a new laptop with a SATA drive would be more
expensive than purchasing external cases. Also, my laptop has four USB 2.0 ports which allow a maximum 460 mbps transfer
rate. They can certainly handle the SATA data transfer speeds. (If you are confused by the terms IDE and SATA, check out
the TechTalk article for February 2003 on the SPCUG website.)

I already had one external case that I used with the backup drive. It is a Vantec NexStar 3 aluminum case which connects to
either the laptop or the desktop via a USB 2.0 port. It also has a SATA connection which can be used with the external SATA
port on the desktop. Although this case does not have a cooling fan, the aluminum case seems to be very successful in radiat-
ing the heat generated by the drive. It also doesn't add any noise to the workspace. This case cost $30 plus shipping. Since it
had worked so well with the backup drive I purchased another one for the drive I removed from the desktop unit.

Removing the drive from the desktop and installing it in the NexStar case was the easy part. Since this hard drive had been a
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bootable drive, it had many applications on it as well as a complete Windows XP setup. First, I deleted any applications that
were duplicates of ones already installed on the laptop. Then, in order to prevent problems related to having two bootable
Windows partitions, I deleted the complete Windows folder on the external drive. After doing this I defragged the main parti-
tion on the external drive. Finally, I checked some of the applications still installed on the external drive. Amazingly several
of them were still functional. However, most had to be reinstalled before they could be used. That is not surprising since most
software has to be installed in the Windows registry which in this case was now on the laptop's hard drive, the bootable C par-
tition.

So now I had a hard drive with more than adequate space available for any photo or video project I wished to work on. It
could also be partitioned to for Linux data storage.

The next step was to transfer my Plextor DVD burner to an external case. In this case Vantec has a NexStar-2 drive enclo-
sure designed for 5 1/4” CD/DVD drives with an IDE interface. This enclosure is a light weight plastic case with a cooling
fan and a USB 2.0 connection. The price for this case was $28.00 plus shipping. Installing the burner in the case was really
quite easy. The instructions that were included were very complete. Once I had the installation completed I connected the
USB cable to the laptop and turned on the unit. Windows very quickly identified the drive as a CD/DVD burner and assigned
it a drive letter.

I did have some CDs that I needed to burn. My burner application (CDburnerXP Pro) was not on the laptop. It was one that I
had on the external hard drive that needed to be reinstalled on the laptop drive. That took only a few minutes. When I started
the application it found both of my burner drives. I selected the Plextor and the files to be burned. The process was completely
successful and was much faster than if I had to depend on the slower built-in drive.

So now I have a laptop with 300 GB of hard drive capacity and two CD/DVD burners. All of this can be stored in a very
small space and can easily be packed in foam cushioning for travel.

Next I needed to consider what to do about scanning, copying and printing. I had a Canon photo printer and an Epson photo
scanner. However, there just isn't enough room for both pieces of equipment. The Canon had fit in a cabinet, but there was no
place to stow the scanner. So I spent some time doing some research on all-in-one units. All though I preferred laser printers, 1
also needed color capability. The size of color laser printers just didn't fit with the space I had available. So that seemed to
restrict me to inkjet units. I finally found a Brother all-in-one that actually takes up less space than did my Canon printer. It
also has network capability if I should ever need it, and it will read my camera's memory cards. The scanner is only letter
sized but that should be adequate for my needs while traveling. It is also a USB 2.0 unit so the data transfer speed is fast
enough. Since the scanner uses a standard TWAIN driver it works perfectly with my GIMP graphics software. That also
makes it usable if I am running UBUNTU instead of Windows. (The TWAIN standard is designed to link applications and
image hardware and is compatible with Linux, MAC and Windows operating systems.) The scanner also has a sheet feeder
which is very useful. Especially since I can scan and convert documents for storage in a PDF format, not just as a JPG picture.
This allows me to store important documents on the hard drive and shred the original. That reduces the need for storage of
paper documents. Although most of my bills are electronic, there are always a few that arrive by snail mail. Not every busi-
ness operates electronically, even in the twenty-first century.

So now I think I am ready for the next change in my life. Living a mobile life style without having to depend on having a
fixed address. This is something that the Internet, VOIP telephones and cell phones have made possible. See you on the road!

Dr. Lewis is a former university and medical school professor of physiology. He has been working with personal computers
for over thirty years developing software and assembling systems.

This article has been provided to APCUG by the author solely for publication by APCUG member groups. All other uses re-
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February 2008

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 1pm 2
Photography
Club Mtg
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 2 pm 14 15 16 1PM
Board Mtg Investment SIG
17 18 3 pm 19 20 21 22 23
Q & A Session
Followed by
General Mtg
24 25 26 27 28 29

PLATEAU PC USERS GROUP, INC.
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Return this application, with check for annual dues ($25 family, $20 individual, $10 student membership) paya
"PLATEAU PC USERS GROUP." Return to the club Treasurer during our meeting or mail to PPCUG Treasure
Box 3787, Crossvillsy, 38557.

Date
Last Name First Name Family Members (if family membership)
Address: City State Zip Code Phone Number

E-Mail address

| have used PCs since (year): | have belonged to a Computer Club before. YesNo

| have knowledge in the following areas and would be willing to share my knowledge with club members:

| would like to learn more about the following areas:




