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―JOIN US FOR FUN AND LEARNING AT CROSSVILLE’S COMPUTER CLUB‖                                                   Volume 14, Issue 9 

President's Letter 
 from Carl Nordeen 

 

The September presentation is on mal-

ware. How to recognize it, defend against it, and 

prevent it from getting on your computer. Remem-

ber that in addition to all of your antivirus and anti 

malware applications the most important defense is 

you.  
 

Some interesting web sites: 

http://hoaxbusters.org/ 

http://www.hoax-slayer.com/ 

http://www.snopes.com/ 

http://www.vmyths.com/ 

THIS MONTHôS MEETINGS 
 

September 5 at 1 p.m. 

At FFG Community Church  

Photography Club 

 

September 20 at 10 a.m. 

At 127 S. Senior Center 

Investment SIG  

 

September 15 at 6 p.m. 

At 127 S. Senior Center 

General Meeting 

 

Please note that the time of our general meetings has 

changed to the summer schedule. Meetings begin at 6 

p.m. (resume winter schedule in Oct.) 

 

Ask the Experts Q&A 

Short Business Meeting & Program 

 

September Program 
 

The Sept. program will be a presentation by club 

President Carl Nordeen on Internet Security issues, 

what they are and how to handle them. An explana-

tion of the various types will be given. You have to be 

aware of and recognize them in order to avoid any 

untoward repercussions to your safety and your com-

puterôs integrity. 

 

 

Remember! 

New meeting time in October. 
 

In October we return to the winter schedule. The 

general meeting will begin at 3 p.m. 
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ñFREEò Table 

We have set up a table at our member meetings to share our 

ñextraò goodies with other club members. 

If you have something to give away, bring it in and put it on the 

FREE table.  Itôs first come, first served.  If you see something you 

want, help yourself. 

 

Membership Dues and Expiration Dates 

 

Membership dues are $25 a year for a family, $20 a year for 

an individual, and $10 a year for a student 21 years of age or 

under. Your membership is valid for 12 months from the 

month you join (or renew your membership).  Please pay 

your dues to the treasurer before the last day of your anniver-

sary month. Anyone who is 30 days or more in arrears with 

membership dues cannot participate in the door prize draw-

ings. 

 

Corporate memberships are $25 a year for the first two mem-

berships and $10 a year for each additional membership from 

the same company. 

 

Our Club cannot exist without you, the members.  Remem-

ber, you and  your membership dues are important to keep 

the club functioning! 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS DISCLAIMER 
All members of the Plateau PC Users Group are willing to help 

one another in the area of advice and tutorial instruction over the 

phone.  If you should require more involved services or instruc-

tion, we have a few members who are very knowledgeable in sev-

eral areas.  As a responsible consumer, it is up to you to discuss, 

before retaining a member, any and ALL charges for repair ser-

vices and time consuming tutorial activities. 

 

It is not the desire of this Board of Directors to set fees for indi-

viduals for services rendered, nor the responsibility to intervene 

between members who enter into a contract among themselves 
 

The GAZETTE is published using the following:  Microsoft 

Word, Microsoft Publisher, and Microsoft Windows 98,  The 

GAZETTE is the monthly newsletter of the Plateau PC Users 

Group.  Material in the GAZETTE may be freely used in other 

user group newsletters if credit is given the author and the 

PPCUG GAZETTE.  PPCUG members may place free classified 

advertising (up to 50 words) in the GAZETTE (run time maxi-

mum of three months).   

Commercial ads (local advertisers) may be placed at 50 cents per 

line. Graphic ads (camera ready) are as follows:  $25 per 1/4 

page, $40 per 1/2 page, $75 per full page. 
 

DISCLAIMER:  No warranty, express or implied, is made by 

the PPCUG, the Gazette editorial staff or its contributing 

editors.  This extends to all losses incidental or consequential 

from the use or non-use of any information in any issue of the 

GAZETTE . 

 

 

 

 

     

President Carl Nordeen  (931) 456-5597 

Vice-President  Kay Cargill (931) 456-7613 

Treasurer Alan Baker  (931) 788-2201 

Secretary   

Librarian/Compliance  Gordon Botting  (931) 456-2184            

Past President Carl Nordeen  (931) 456-5597 

Programs Open  

Membership Doris Buehring   

Publicity Open  

Product Rev. Chair Peter Kaufmann           (931) 456-9353  

Editor Don Lewis (931) 456-5352 

APCUG Rep  Peter Kaufmann           (931) 456-9353  

Equipment Custodian Bob Willis (931) 456-6511 

Webmaster Don Lewis (931) 456-5352 

Directors at Large 

Jim Mansfield  Harriette Weidner Joan Carroll 

Bob Willis Don Lewis  Janet Hammond  

Dick Riesz  Pearl Harter  Roger Holyer Black  

   

 SIG Leaders   

Pleasant Hill Dick Riesz (931) 277-5642 

Investment Club Bob Mohar  (931) 707-0434  

Photography SIG Jim Mansfield (931) 484-6920 
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News of the Special Interest Groups 
 

The PPCUG sponsors several Special Interest Groups 

(SIGs) tailored to meet the varied needs of our many 

members.  Each SIG is a small group whose leader 

prepares material for presentation and encourages 

open discussion and questions.  We urge you to attend 

the SIGs and hope you will find one or more of inter-

est to you.  Ideas for additional groups are welcome, 

as are volunteers to form and lead new SIGs. 

 

Investment Club 

 
Meets the third Saturday of each month at 10 a.m. at 

the 127 S. Senior Center. The leader is Bob Mohar .  

Anyone interested should contact Bob  at 707-0434ò. 

 

Pleasant Hill Group 

 
The Pleasant Hill group meetings will be announced 

by the SIG Leader, Dick Riesz. Meetings are held in 

the Pleasant Hill Community House on Main Street 

across from the Pleasant Hill Post Office.  All mem-

bers are welcome and visitors from the Pleasant Hill 

area are especially encouraged to come.  
 

Photography Club 

 
The Photography Club, a PPCUG SIG, meets the first 

Friday of each month at the Fairfield Glade Commu-

nity Church at 1:00PM.  Topics vary each month but 

we show and discuss member's photos each 

month.  One or two "People's Choice" photos are 

submitted to the Glade Vista each month for publica-

tion. The SIG leader is Jim Mansfield. 

Up Coming Meeting 
 

October 2008 !!! 

 

The next General Meeting of the 

PLATEAU PC USERS GROUP 

Will be October 20 at 3:00 P. M. at 

127 S.  SENIOR CENTER 

 

Program to be determined.  

 

New Members 

 
Ralph Lamkin  

Joe and Betty Wylie 

 

Cool Sites 

 
Do you have large files such as music, video or pic-

ture files that you would like to send to another 

party, but they are too large for email? Try the Send-

ThisFile website at http://www.sendthisfile.com/ 

 

After registering with your email address you can 

easily send an unlimited number of files of unlimited 

size.  Just enter the recipient's email address, select 

the file and click the SendThisFile button! The re-

cipient receives a link to the file via email. There are 

no email attachments, no software to install, no file 

size limit and no limit on files sent. The recipient gets 

an email message with the link to the file. The secu-

rity is the same as email. The good news is itôs free. 

 

Please send your cool site suggestions to me at 

 webmaster@ppcug.com 

 

PPCUG ISP 
 

We wish to thank the following for providing ISP 

connections:  

 

Multipro for dialup at Pleasant Hill  

Charter for cable broadband at the 127 Senior 

Center 

Frontier for DSL at Fairfield Glade  
 

 PPCUG Website 
 

Visit our website at www.PPCUGinc.com. The Learn-

ing Center class schedule and Gazette are all 

 available on our web site. 
 

Send your comments and suggestions to the  

Webmaster, Don Lewis 

Webmaster@ppcuginc.com  (931) 456-5352 

http://www.sendthisfile.com/
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Minutes of the Membership Meeting 
August 18, 2008 

 

Question & Answer session began at 6pm at the 127 South Senior Center with 29 members and 10 guests in atten-

dance. Alan Baker acted as mediator with Carl Nordeen fielding the many questions from the audience. 

 

Announcements: The library in town needs help pricing old books. Helpers will bring their own laptop. Call the 

library to volunteer. 

        The lending library and free table are open in the back of the room. 

 

Call to Order:  at 7pm by President Carl Nordeen 

 

Membership: 29 members present. No report on the total membership 

 

Treasurers report: a balance of $6000 

 

Next months Program:  The September program will be a presentation on Internet Security by Carl Nordeen. 

 

Program: Mark Samples RN BSN from the Cookeville Regional Hospital’s open heart surgery team presented an 

exciting program on the da Vinci robotic surgery.  The robot is being used for heart surgery, prostate surgery, and is 

being considered for gynecological surgery at the hospital. Mark explained that the robot is used only for one type of 

cardiac bypass surgery which is a common operation at this time. The common procedure requires opening the chest 

cavity and putting the patient on cardiac bypass while the heart is stopped and repaired. The recovery is long and 

difficult. Using the robot for the same procedure requires a few puncture wounds of the chest to provide access and 

the heart does not need to be stopped. Recovery time is greatly reduced and more comfortable. A doctor must deter-

mine if a patient is a candidate for the robotic approach. Mark had with him for our inspection some of the tools 

used to maneuver inside the chest. There were many questions from the audience. 

 

Door Prizes; a one gigabyte flash drive was awarded to Dick Weidner and one to Lucille Hoffman. 

 

Adjournment: at 8pm 

 

Submitted by Harriette Weidner 

 

Investment Club Report 
 

The Crossville Area Investment Club (CAIC) welcomes two new members to the Partnership:  Ellen O'Brien and 

Jerry Kuchcinski.  The club's focus remains upon the education of our Partners particularly on how to evaluate the 

investment potential of a company using a variety of financial websites. Each month two members present to the 

club a company that has survived our "20-questions" fundamental analysis.  Most members meet weekly to discuss 

and resolve company specific or general questions or stumbling blocks. Interested in learning more about the stock 

market?  Call Bob, 707-0434, or email:  mopat@frontiernet.net 

mailto:mopat@frontiernet.net
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For Anybody Who Has Thought About Trying Linux  
 

By Drew Kwashnak, Linux SIG Leader, Danbury Area Computer Society, CT 

www.dacs.org 

dacseditor(at)dacs.org 

 

Obtained from APCUG with the author's permission for publication by APCUG member groups. 

 

 
For anybody who has thought about trying Linux, it has become easier than ever before with Ubuntu 8.04 LTS 

Hardy Heron. As with most Linux distributions, Ubuntu is available as a free download and is freely distributable. It 

is even available already installed on Dell computers. The most common method is downloading the ISO image 

from Ubuntu's website (http://www.ubuntu. com) and burning it onto a CD. 

 

From the site, you can download the Desktop version or Server for 32-bit and 64-bit systems. There is even an op-

tion to download what is called an alternative version which is just the installer and does not include the LiveCD 

portion, which also includes an installer. If you are like me, until a couple months ago, and living on dial-up or you 

do not have a CD burner handy or just don't want to put in that much effort then you can order a free CD through the 

corporate sponsor of Ubuntu, Canonical, ShipIt department. I have been very pleased with the speed with which 

their CDs arrive. Alternatively, the website contains links to vendors where you can buy the CDs from under $5 to 

more, and they can handle large orders as well. 

 

Once you have your CD in your hot little hands, trying Ubuntu is as simple as placing it in your CD-ROM tray and 

rebooting your system. If system will boot from the CD and after a short moment you’ll be greeted with the Ubuntu 

welcome screen. If you want to ―try before you buy,‖ then you can choose the default ―Try Ubuntu without any 

changes to your computer‖ and your hard drive will not be touched during your session unless you choose to. You 

don’t even need a hard drive to select this option; you just will not be able to install it from the session. 

 

If you are more certain or just daring then you can go straight into the installer and in about 60 minutes (45 minutes 

if you know what Different Strokes For Anybody Who Has Thought About Trying Linux by Drew Kwashnak you 

are doing) you’re booting to your new Ubuntu installation. 

 

Ubuntu will scan your hardware and load the modules and drivers necessary for your system. If you have hardware 

that has proprietary drivers available, Linux cannot include them in the CD for legal reasons. Ubuntu works around 

this by providing a Restricted Drivers tool that lists all such hardware found on your system and provides the ability 

to download and install the necessary drivers in a click or two, legally. 

 

Now that you have Ubuntu up and running on your system, what can you do? Plenty! Ubuntu brings you a fullfea-

tured operating system complete with: 

Å Firefox 3.05 beta web browser 

Å OpenOffice.org 2.4 full featured office suite compatible with pre-Office 2007 Word, Excel, PowerPoint and some 

Access files. 

Å Evolution personal information manager for email and calendar goodness, a Microsoft Outlook user can feel com-

fortable with. There is even plug-ins to allow Evolution to access existing Microsoft Exchange servers. 

Å Pidgin multi-protocol instant messenger including Yahoo, MSN, AIM, Jabber, IRC and more. 

(Continued on page 6) 

http://www.ubuntu.com/
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Å Gimp (GNU Image Manipulation Program), a powerful Photoshop-like image editing program that includes filters, 

layers and a host of goodies. 

Å F-Spot image manager for categorizing and minor editing of all of your pictures as well as easily importing pic-

tures from your digital camera. 

Å And much, MUCH moreé 

 

If Ubuntu doesn’t come with a particular application, thousands of free applications are available from the Ubuntu 

online repository which are easily installed and updated from the Synaptic package manager. 

 

When you decide to install Ubuntu onto your hard drive or virtual machine, you only need to click the ―Install‖ icon 

on the desktop to start the process. After seven or so easy questions the installer will copy the files over to the hard 

disk. Depending on your system’s speed this could take about 60 minutes, more or less. It will even detect if you 

have Windows installed and offer to transfer over your files and compatible settings from your Windows accounts! 

 

Of course, if the limitations of the LiveCD, such as settings are not saved from session to session, and you are hesi-

tant to partition and install the full operating system on your hard drive Ubuntu offers yet another alternative called 

Wubi. Wubi is, from the Ubuntu website: ―Wubi is an officially supported Ubuntu installer for Windows users that 

can bring you to the Linux world with a single click. Wubi allows you to install and uninstall Ubuntu as any other 

Windows application, in a simple and safe way. 

 

Are you curious about Linux and Ubuntu? Trying them out has never been easier!‖ Wubi can be downloaded as 

an .exe file directly. With Linux the installation is not the end, only the beginning! Whether you try the LiveCD, 

Wubi or a full installation you will find a wealth of quality applications, refreshing freedom and a community unlike 

any other! If you have problems, questions or want to find out more, then you need look no further than the third 

Wednesday of every month for the DACS Linux SIG at 7:30 p.m. in the DACS Resource Center! 

 

Drew Kwashnak: Has been losing more nights of sleep with Linux since 2002 and just can't keep from downloading 

and trying the latest versions! When not working with Linux he works with ASP.NET and Microsoft SQL Server for 

a small financial company. He is also the DACS Linux SIG leader and a father of 3.  

 

Links: 

Ubuntu: 

http://www.ubuntu.com 

Get Ubuntu: 

http://www.ubuntu.com/getubuntu 

ShipIt: 

https://shipit.ubuntu.com/ 

 

This article has been provided to APCUG by the author solely for publication by APCUG member groups. All other 

uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 

 

 

(Continued from page 5) 

https://shipit.ubuntu.com/
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The New, The Best, and The Worst 
 

Collected by Pim Borman, Webmaster, SW Indiana PC Users Group 

swipcug.apcug.org 

swipcug(at)gmail.com 

 

Obtained from APCUG with the author's permission for publication by APCUG member groups. 

 

Tales of Woe 

Sorry, Folks, but this month I can't think of any New and/or Best to report on, only Troubles, with a Capital 'T.'So 

let's get started. 

 

Spinrite 6. 

Son Mike's computer recently refused to boot, and his main concern was the potential loss of some recent data files 

that he had not yet backed up. Regrettable, but it happens to the best of us - literally. The local school system lost all 

the students' test results of the current term because the computers crashed. The data were not securely backed up. 

Whom to blame? No one other than the operator, IBM, symbol of computing excellence. According to the local pa-

per, the IBM representative claimed that this had never happened before and could not be explained. Sound famil-

iar? 

 

Back to Mike. When it was clear that he could not boot from the hard drive, not even in safe mode, the next step was 

to use a Windows XP setup disc and use its Repair function. Windows labored mightily, trying to repair his drive, 

but kept getting bogged down with a variety of obscure error messages. At one time he got a DOS prompt that al-

lowed him to list the files on his computer, but when he tried to copy them he was denied access. When we booted 

his computer with a Live Ubuntu Linux CD he could also see his precious files, but access was again denied. 

 

There is a lesson to be learned from this. The Windows XP operating system runs on a partition configured in the 

NTFS format. When data files are saved in that format, Windows XP (and Vista) by default protect those files from 

access by others. That is a nice safety feature for those who really need it, but it makes the data unavailable over 

your network, or evidently even from a DOS prompt. You can beforehand designate specific data files to be shared, 

but it is a lot of bother, easily forgotten. Here is the lesson: store all your data files on a separate partition set up in 

the older FAT32 format, and they'll be available whenever and wherever you need them. Even better, also back 

them up to an external drive in FAT32 format. 

 

At this point I remembered reading about a terrific file recovery program, Spinrite 6, available for $89 from Gibson 

Research Corporation, owned and operated by Steve Gibson, the well-known computer guru (www.grc.com). We 

downloaded the program and converted it to a bootable disc. After booting Mike's computer with the Spinrite disc it 

immediately announced that his drive was subject to imminent failure. Well, that's what we spent the $89 for. We 

started the file recovery mode, with a warning that this could take a looong time, think 24 hours or so.  

 

Several days later, after running something like 60 hours during which the program every so often would get bogged 

down and had to be restarted, the program had progressed to 93% completion and refused to go any further. No indi-

cation that any files were available to be recovered. 

 

Mike installed Windows XP on a new drive and put the old wreck in an external hard drive enclosure connected to a 

USB port of his computer. The old drive was unreadable at this point. Still unwilling to give up, Mike tried the old 

standby, Windows' checkdisk with the /F parameter (for "fix") to let Windows try to repair salvageable parts of the 

drive. It worked! After several repeats of the procedure he was able to recover most of his lost files that meanwhile 

also had become accessible. So much for Spinrite, mark one up for good old DOS. 
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Acronis 

After creating the Spinrite disc, and before using it on Mike's computer, I tested it on my desktop computer by doing 

a routine check of my hard drive, expecting it to be in perfect shape. To my surprise Spinrite halted about 5% into 

the inspection because the hard drive was overheating. Newer serial (SATA) hard drives are equipped with a 

SMART program that reports many operating parameters of the drive. Windows can't read SMART, but Spinrite 

can. On inspection I found that the cooling fan for the hard drive compartment was kaput. It was easily replaced by 

the local people who built my computer, but even then the drive continued to overheat, a clear warning that it may 

fail any time. 

 

I bought a new 500 GB Maxtor drive (on sale for $99!) which came with a utility, "MaxBlast" to copy an exact im-

age of my setup to the new disc, avoiding the necessity to reinstall everything. The way it wanted to go about it was 

to do a three-way partition of the 500 MB drive, similar to the 3 partitions in the old (250 MB) drive, but twice as 

large. It was going to copy everything on the old drive to the new drive, including my Linux programs in their parti-

tion, with the warning that the Linux system would no longer be bootable. That was not what I had in mind, I just 

wanted to copy an image of the C: partition from the old to the new drive. Since MaxBlast turned out to be version 

10 of disk manager Acronis, I gave Acronis-11 a try in the hope that it would be more flexible. I uninstalled Max-

Blast and tried to install Acronis 11, but it balked. I tried to remove all traces of MaxBlast from the Registry, but 

Acronis still wouldn't install. I uninstalled as much as possible of Acronis and tried to reinstall MaxBlast. No luck; 

darn. So much for Acronis. 

 

After clean installations of Windows XP and Ubuntu Linux on the new drive, Windows could not find my Internet 

connection. After struggling several days I finally realized that my motherboard needed to be software-configured 

and that I did not have the correct drivers. Thanks to the local availability of the guys who originally built the system 

I got the correct drivers and all was well. Ubuntu never had any problem. It downloaded and installed the required 

Linux drivers automatically. 

 

Ubuntu 

Windows Vista is not the only operating system with compatibility problems on installation. Ubuntu and other 

Linux distributions have more than their share of installation problems. Most of these appear to be due to proprietary 

graphics systems for which Linux has no drivers (yet). I have been recommending for years that people ought to 

start using Linux, but on both occasions where I convinced someone, it turned out that Ubuntu was incompatible 

with their systems. Computers with integrated graphics and many laptop computers have low-cost proprietary hard-

ware (made in China) that is attuned to Windows, but unlikely to have Linux drivers. Standard graphics cards from 

major manufacturers are more likely to have Linux drivers available, and those based on the NVidea chip set have 

Linux support from the manufacturer.  

 

You can try to run Ubuntu from the CD-ROM without installing it on the hard drive, a so-called "live" installation. 

If that works, your system is probably compatible and you can proceed with a permanent installation. If it doesn't 

work, not much is lost since the distribution is free. In any case, Linux is a large program and requires at least 256 

MB of RAM and 10 GB of hard drive space. 

 

This article has been provided to APCUG by the author solely for publication by APCUG member groups. All other 

uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 

 

(Continued from page 7) 
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Painter 4 Essentials, a First Impression 
 

By Dave Chalmers, Editor, Kern Independent PCUG, CA 

www.kipug.org 

newsletter(at)kipug.org 

 

Obtained from APCUG with the author's permission for publication by APCUG member groups. 

 

Corel’s demonstration of their products at the recent Southwest Computer Conference showed one new product that 

really interested me. Corel Painter 4 Essentials is a real painting program, not a photo editing program. It has the 

features of being able to paint or draw with a computer. If you have a shred of drawing talent, you might really like 

this program. 

 

Now I have no talents this way unfortunately. Why I would buy a program like this, being a photographer, might 

surprise you. Painter has a great feature that will auto paint or draw from a photo. In this mode you pick a style from 

many artistic techniques and stand back. 

 

Will this look great for all photos? The simple answer is no. If you have a lousy picture you will probably end up 

with a lousy painting. Photos that are dependent on a lot of fine detail to work will also not be a good candidate for 

this product. Simple landscapes or portraits or more abstract photos will probably work the best. Now having said 

that, there are always exceptions that will work, trying the process only takes some time. 

You start with a photo that has been corrected and cropped using a photo editing program. Jpeg’s, tiff, and Photo-

Shop psd files will work. Just open them in Painter and start selecting the artistic medium you want. Once the pro-

gram commences you will see a very blobby and abstract image in the beginning. As the process continues, details 

emerge; you can stop the drawing at any time or let it go to completion. Once done you can go into using your own 

painting efforts to add or subtract details to enhance the painting. A good example of this would be a portrait. In-

creasing the details around the eyes usually helps the overall composition. If some of the background contrasts too 

much with the person, you can blur and tone down the background. 

 

A graphic tablet is a real plus with Painter, as it uses the stylus for changing the brush characteristics, as you go. A 

mouse works fine, but it doesn’t have as much flexibility as the tablet. Wacom makes some tablets that are fairly 

inexpensive. Please note, a tablet is not required to get this program to work. 

 

Printing with this program is quite simple. It doesn’t have a dedicated color management system as more expensive 

programs, but if you can print a good photo, then printing with Painter is no problem. 

 

Painter comes with some excellent video tutorials that really clue you in on the features and give a great how-to as-

pect to it. They are logically arranged and each segment is not too long. Painter even comes with a nice printed man-

ual, with illustrations. The manual generally follows along with the tutorials. 

 

Retail price is $99 and the member price is $79. It installs on both PC’s and MAC’s. As a supplement to a photo ed-

iting program, I certainly recommend it. 

 

This article has been provided to APCUG by the author solely for publication by APCUG member groups. All other 

uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 
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Uniblue Registry Booster 2 
 

By Terry Currier, Vice President & Webmaster, WINdows usERS (WINNERS), CA 

www.windowsusers.org/ 

Tcurrier(at)aol.com 

 

Obtained from APCUG with the author's permission for publication by APCUG member groups. 

 

I’ve tested a number of programs on my secondary test computer over the years. I’ve also installed and uninstalled a 

number of programs. At start up the computer loads up my anti-virus, anti-spyware, firewall, UPS monitor, mother-

board monitor, QuickTime, Intel graphics monitor, Maxtor storage monitor, printer software, TV software, and oth-

ers. It takes a while for it to boot up. I turn it on when I need it, go away to do other things, and come back after it’s 

ready.  

 

Rebooting is even longer with it shutting down everything and restarting. So I thought Uniblue RegistryBooster 2 

would be something good to try. Rebooting took 4 minutes 45 seconds. When I first ran RegistryBooster it found 

459 Problems/Errors. The vast majority being Missing or Invalid Path.  

 

The Windows Registry in a broad sense is a database of the hardware and software on your computer. It contains all 

your settings for windows and other software. Whenever you install new software it creates new settings in the reg-

istry. When you uninstall software it removes all those registry settings associated with the software, right? Well it 

does uninstall the programs, removing it from the hard drive. Most really do very little removal from the registry. So 

the software is removed, but the settings are still in the registry and you have a bunch of orphan links.   

 

Even before I installed RegistryBooster 2 I did a backup, for safety sake. It also can  create a backup of the registry 

before you have it do any repairs. It can create up to eight backups, keeping the most recent. Before running it my 

reboot time was 4 minutes 45 seconds. After running and fixing what it said were problems I also used it to defrag 

the registry. Using RegistryBooster 2 (twice) my reboot time was down to 3 minutes 39 seconds, saving 66 seconds. 

Okay that’s great, but for a program like this you want to make sure there are no problems later. So I’ve used this for 

two months now and I can say I’ve had no problems. I’ve run it about ten times total. Each time I chose to trust the 

program with what it said was a problem.  

 

Conclusion  

RegistryBooster 2 is very easy to use, and at $29.95 it is a good value. 

 

http://www.liutilities.com/products/registrybooster/  

Supported Systems   

Windows 2000 Windows XP  

Windows Vista 32-Bit    

 

Recommended Requirements: 

Intel Pentium 4 1GHz or Equivalent processor  

512 MB RAM  

200 MB free hard disk space  

Graphics mode 1024x768 true color (highest 32-bit)  

Microsoft Windows 2000 / XP / Vista (32-bit)  

Internet Explorer 6  

 

 
(Continued on page 11) 

http://www.liutilities.com/products/registrybooster/
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(Continued from page 10) 

 

Terry Currier is currently Vice-President & Editor of WINNERS – WINdows usERS which meets in Fountain Val-

ley, California. He has been a member of computer user groups since 1984 (months before he even brought a com-

puter.)  

 

This article has been provided to APCUG by the author solely for publication by APCUG member groups. All other 

uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 
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Viewing the Bigger Picture 
 

By Bonnie L. Snyder, P*PCompAS, Colorado Springs, CO 

http://ppcompas.apcug.org/ 

Bonniels21(at)gmail.com 

 

Obtained from APCUG with the author's permission for publication by APCUG member groups. 

 

At the risk of being the bearer of bad news, I have to say that none of us is getting any younger. User groups tend to 

be populated more by senior citizens than by any other age group. As we age, we find the need for more and more 

assistive aids, including those that will help us to use our computers more comfortably and efficiently. 

 

Many of us will find, as time goes on, that our vision is not what it used to be. We may find that our eyes fatigue as 

we read information on the computer monitor, and we may find that some of the smaller fonts and graphics on the 

screen require us to squint and lean forward into the display. 

 

In this article, I will discuss two screen enlargement programs that might help us minimize our visual difficulties as 

we use our computers.  

 

The first program I want to talk about is called Magic Lens Max. I downloaded an older version of the program from 

Giveawayoftheday.com and was very impressed with what it could do. I e-mailed the program’s author and told him 

what a terrific program it was and I have demonstrated it to various groups who provide services to the blind and 

visually impaired. Additionally, the cost of the program is only $39.95. I went ahead and purchased a copy of the 

most recent edition and was even more pleased with what the author had added since my downloaded version. 

 

Magic Lens Max provides a variety of ways to magnify the computer screen, from resizable moveable lenses, which 

magnify directly over where your mouse or cursor is working, to a full screen magnification option, which slows 

down the screen refresh very minimally. You have some color contrast options to choose from with this program as 

well as an invert colors option for light text on dark background. The magnification levels can be selected from 50% 

(which is non-magnification) up to pretty much infinity. 

Anything above 350% starts to blur a bit, although there are 

options to sharpen. Below is the Magic Lens Max option 

screen:  

 

The Magic Lens Max icon that resides in the system tray 

can be single-clicked to turn on or turn off the magnifica-

tion. 

 

This is an excellent program that is both useful and afford-

able. If you are interested in testing it out, go to 

www.visionsuit.com. You can download a 30-day demo of 

the latest version. If you decide to purchase Magic Lens 

Max, once you have paid the $39.95, you will be sent a reg-

istration code that can be entered into the demo, and it be-

comes fully functional. 

 

The second program I evaluated for screen magnification allows for an additional option: speech along with the 

magnification. This program is called iZoom, and can be obtained from http://www.issist.com/. I really like the 
(Continued on page 13) 

http://www.visionsuit.com/
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customizing options available in iZoom. These can be accessed from the initial menu when iZoom comes on, or 

once the menu is closed, you can reopen it quickly by clicking the mouse on the iZoom icon in the system tray. Here 

are the option screens:  

 

iZoom allows for default 

or customizable hot 

keys, several sizes and 

colors of mouse point-

ers, color combinations 

supplied with the pro-

gram, as well as custom 

color modes, several sizes and shapes of ―locators‖ that help the user find the location of the mouse pointer, and a 

choice of several lens shapes, as well as full-screen magnification. iZoom magnifies from 1X to 32X. 

 

The negatives I have found in iZoom are as follows: First, when using the lens mode, you have to place the lens first 

over what you want to interact with, and then move the mouse pointer within that lens. Second, from about the 3X 

magnification up, the display becomes more and more pixilated which can be a problem for some vision conditions, 

such as astigmatism, among others. Third, there is only one voice offered with the speech option and it is not a par-

ticularly pleasant one.  

 

As you would expect, with additional options comes an additional cost. Again, you can download a 30-day demo of 

iZoom from the Website, and if you wish to purchase the program, the price is $199.00. However, keep in mind that 

the two major commercial screen magnification programs, MAGic from Freedom Scientific and ZoomText Plus 

from AI Squared, both weigh in at from $300.00 to $550.00, depending on how many options you wish to have. So, 

if you feel the need to view the bigger picture, give the demos of the above programs a try, and see if they will be of 

use to you. 

 

This article has been provided to APCUG by the author solely for publication by APCUG member groups. All other 

uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 

 

Your Next Computer Will Be Green 
 

By Marjie Tucker, Editor, Mountain Computer User Group, GA 

www.mcug.org      

mcug(at)dnet.net 

 

Obtained from APCUG with the author's permission for publication by APCUG member groups. 

 

With Europe leading the way, the computer industry is decidedly becoming "green." The Waste Electrical and Elec-

tronic Equipment (WEEE) and the Restriction of Hazardous Substances (ROHS) directives went into effect earlier 

this year. These two directives state that certain electrical and electronic equipment must cut down on hazardous 

materials such as lead, mercury, and cadmium. They also give customers the right to return their equipment free of 

charge. Companies have several years to fully implement these directives, but the leaders have already started to 

make changes. 

 

Dell, for example, is advertising Energy Smart workstations and notebooks that can reduce power consumption by 

as much as 78%. The Energy Smart configuration uses a default power setting that is designed to reduce consump-

(Continued from page 12) 

(Continued on page 14) 
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tion and energy costs right out of the box. In addition, the power supply, fan, and motherboard use significantly less 

energy to maintain cool internal temperatures. 

 

HP is using 80 Plus power supplies to lower energy bills and AMD technology that reduces heat output and PC 

power consumption. In addition, they have already introduced an HP recycling program where you can trade-in or 

donate the products. Government Initiatives Many U.S. government agencies have implemented standards and regu-

lations to encourage green computing. The Environmental Protection Agency launched an Energy Star program in 

1992 and strengthened its requirements in 2006. In 2003 the California State Senate enacted the Electronic Waste 

Recycling Act and in 2007 President Bush issued Executive Order 13423 requiring all federal agencies 

to use the Electronic Products Environmental Assessment Tool when purchasing computer systems. In addition, a 

global consortium called The Green Grid was founded in 2007 by AMD, APC, Dell, HP, IBM, Intel, Microsoft, 

Rackable Systems, SprayCool, Sun and VMware. 

 

Another initiative formed by a group of Global-minded IT executives, the Green Computing Impact Organization 

(GCIO), was created to be an active participant in transforming the IT community from an environmental liability to 

an Earth conscious example of responsibility. GCIO is a nonprofit organization that is based on environmental audit 

programs for consumers and small business homes with respect to general energy-efficiency programs (including 

lighting, heating, insulation, etc.). GCIO’s mission is to educate and assist enterprise technology users in the design 

of environmentally aware and responsible information system operations. They help consumers become more envi-

ronmentally responsible by reducing energy consumption and electronic waste in an effort to protect the Earth. 

 

GCIO is sponsoring educational programs across the country and participating in a Green Computing Summit that 

will be held in Washington, DC on May 20th. The summit will address how public sector IT managers, procurement 

officials, and program managers public sector professionals can transform their IT and data center operations into 

more environmentally conscious yet efficient solutions. This conference will attract senior government IT profes-

sionals and their industry partners tasked with helping agencies become greener in the coming years. Attendees will 

represent federal, state and local governments, public policy organizations and suppliers to government. You can 

read more about this event at 

www.e-gov.com/EventOverview.aspx?Event=SGCS08 . 

 

Features of Green Computing 

Power management is the most popular method. The operating system of the computer can be set to directly control 

the power saving aspects of the hardware. It can automatically turn off the monitor or hard drive after a period of 

inactivity. Or, the entire system may hibernate, turning off most of the components such as even allow the user to 

manually adjust the voltages supplied to the CPU to reduce the electricity consumption and the amount of heat that 

is produced. As of July of 2007, all new Energy Star certified desktops must have a power supply that is at least 

80% efficient. Other features include using motherboard video output instead of a video card, hard disks that con-

sume less power, flash based solid state drives that require fewer write cycles, and lower energy monitors. And, 

manufacturers of networking equipment are developing switches and routers that reduce energy costs. 

 

Recycling Materials 

Obsolete computers can be reused for charities, non-profit organizations, and developing countries. Parts from really 

old systems can be recycled through some recycling centers. Some recycling charges can be passed back to the 

manufacturers. Recycling this equipment keeps the lead, mercury, and chromium out of our landfills. In addition, 

computer supplies such as cartridges, paper, and batteries can be easily recycled. 

 

How Can We Work Greener? 

Visit the website for Climate Savers Smart Computing at sww.climatesaverscomputing.org to view a three step pro-

(Continued from page 13) 

(Continued on page 15) 

http://www.e-gov.com/EventOverview.aspx?Event=SGCS08
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gram to go green. Here are the basic steps that they suggest: 

 

Step One - Turn on Power Management. Since the average desktop PC wastes nearly 50% of the energy it consumes 

as heat, it makes sense to use the power management features that are built into Windows XP and Vista. The bene-

fits? You will reduce your electricity bills and your energy footprint will be lowered as you reduce your greenhouse 

gas emissions. The Climate Savers organization predicts that the power management features on your computer can 

save nearly have a ton of CO2 and more than $60 a year in energy costs. 

 

Step Two - Buy an energy efficient computer. Energy Star, the program designed by the U.S. Environmental Protec-

tion Agency, specifies the standards that equipment and appliances must meet to wear the Energy Star badge. You 

can visit their website at www.energystar.org for specifics. Basically an Energy Star compliant PC uses 15 to 25 

percent less energy. This program is expected to save U.S. consumers and businesses more than $1.8 billion in en-

ergy costs over the next five years and prevent greenhouse gas emission equal to 2.7 million vehicles. 

 

Step Three – Unplug from phantom power. As long as your computer is plugged in it still uses electricity, even 

while it is turned off or in standby mode. A computer that is turned off, but still plugged in, can use up to 10 watts. 

The Climate Savers estimate that you can reduce your electricity bills by as much as 10% by unplugging your appli-

ances and electronics when they're not being used. 

 

This article has been provided to APCUG by the author solely for publication by APCUG member groups. All other 

uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 

 

Tips From Smart Computing 
 

Keep It Clean  

To clean your computer's monitor, use a screen cloth designed for wiping LCD or plasma screens. You can also pur-

chase monitor cleaning solution with a cleaning kit. Use only a cleaning solution that's specifically formulated for 

cleaning monitors.  

 

Notebook Memory  
The more RAM you have, the less often your CPU will have to tap the slower hard drive or SSD (solid-state drive) 

for data. Granted, there's little advantage in having too much memory, but you'll have a vastly slower notebook if 

you don't buy enough. Consider 2GB the bare minimum you should buy. And if you're getting Vista, go with 3GB 

or 4GB. Choose the fastest RAM available for your notebook, such as 800MHz for DDR2 memory or 1,600MHz for 

DDR3.  

  

Use System Restore  

System Restore is Windows' utility that can roll your system's settings back to a previous date, or Restore Point. 

System Restore doesn't alter files you've recently created, such as email and Word docs. Using a Restore Point will 

remove any Windows updates or program-specific upgrades (particularly virus and spyware definitions) you in-

stalled after the Restore Point's date. You'll need to reinstall these after the restoration. To use System Restore in 

WinXP, click Start, Programs, Accessories, System Tools, and System Restore and follow the steps given.  

 

"Reprinted with permission from Smart Computing. Visit www.SmartComputing.com Groups to learn what Smart 

Computing can do for you and your user group!" 

(Continued from page 14) 

http://www.smartcomputing.com/groups


PLATEAU PC USERS GROUP, INC.  

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP  

Return this application, with check for annual dues ($25 family, $20 individual, $10 student membership) payable to 
"PLATEAU PC USERS GROUP." Return to the club Treasurer during our meeting or mail to PPCUG Treasurer. P.O. 

Box 3787, Crossville, TN 38557. 

________________________      

Date                                                     

________________________    ____________________     ________________________________________________ 

Last Name                                   First Name                                 Family Members (if family membership) 

_________________________________________________   _________   _____________________________________________ 
Address: City                                                           State      Zip Code     Phone Number 
_________________________________________ 
E-Mail address 

l have used PCs since (year):                I have belonged to a Computer Club before. Yes                No 

I have knowledge in the following areas and would be willing to share my knowledge with club members: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I would like to learn more about the following areas: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

October 2008  

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

   1 2 3  1 pm 

Photography 

Club Mtg  

4 

5 6 7 8  2  pm 
Board Mtg  

9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 10 am 

Investment 

SIG 

19 20  3  pm 

Q & A Session 

Followed by 

General Mtg 

21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  


