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changes during 2025 in Income Taxes Saturday, February 14,2026

The new tax Law is called the The One
Big Beautiful Bill Act, it was passed by
Congress in July, 2025.
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Join the Club!
Anyone interested to attend the general meeting or any of
the SIG meetings as a guest will be charged $3.00 per per-
son for any or all meetings in that month. Afterwards, you
are encouraged to become a member of the Plateau PC
Users Group. Our Club cannot exist without you, the
members.

Membership Dues

Our annual dues are now payable July 1*. of each year.
Annual dues are $24 per single person / $30 per family.
Persons/families joining during the fiscal year have dues
payable as follows:

. July - Oct - Jan - Apr -
Join In Sept Dec Mar June
Single  $24 $18 $12 $6
Family  $30 $22 $15 $7

BOARD OF DIRECTORS DISCLAIMER
All members of the Plateau PC Users Group are willing
to help one another in the area of advice and tutorial in-
struction over the phone. If you should require more in-
volved services or instruction, we have a few members
who are very knowledgeable in several areas. As a re-
sponsible
consumer, it is up to you to discuss, before retaining a
member, any and ALL charges for repair services and
time consuming tutorial activities.

It is not the desire of this Board of Directors to set fees
for individuals for services rendered, nor the responsibil-
ity to intervene between members who enter into a con-
tract among themselves.

The GAZETTE is published using the following: Mi-
crosoft Word, Microsoft Publisher, and Microsoft Win-
dows. The Gazette is the monthly newsletter of the Plat-
eau PC Users Group, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: No warranty, express or implied, is
made by the PPCUG, the Gazette editorial staff or its
contributing editors. This extends to all losses incidental
or consequential from the use or non-use of any infor-
mation in any issue of the Gazette.

All images used in the newsletter, website, blogs, class
materials or handouts (“media”) are obtained from a “free
use” source, preferably images that have been released as
“CCO Public Domain”.

PPCUG. Inc. 2025-2026 Board Members

President George Sengstock (224) 760-3948
Vice-President/ Charlie Merrick (931) 210-8013
Treasurer Richard Del Frate (931) 456-2251
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Membership George Sengstock (224) 760-3948
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APCUG Rep George Sengstock (224) 760-3948
Equipment Bob Willis (931) 456-6511
Custodian
Webmaster Alan Baker (931) 239-0877
Directors at Large
Alan Baker Gordon Botting Barbara Duncan
Richard Del Frate  Randy Knowles Bob Willis
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How to Speed Up a Slow Windows 11 Computer

With Microsoft Windows Performance Tips

By Glanze Patrick
Windows Installing Update

A slow Windows 11 system is often caused by background tasks, cluttered storage, and outdated driv-
ers. Microsoft Windows performance tips focus on removing these bottlenecks using built-in tools ra-
ther than complex tweaks. These steps improve boot speed, responsiveness, and everyday stability with
minimal effort.

Manage startup programs to improve boot speed: Open Task Manager and switch to the Startup
tab to review apps that load when Windows starts. Disable non-essential programs such as mu-
sic players, auto updaters, or chat apps that are not needed immediately. This reduces CPU and
memory usage during startup, making the desktop responsive faster.

Clean up storage and temporary files: Go to Settings > System > Storage > Temporary files to
remove cached data, old updates, and system leftovers. Use Disk Cleanup to delete outdated
Windows installation files safely. Freeing storage reduces background indexing and file access
delays, improving overall stability.

Update drivers for smoother hardware performance: Check for updates through Windows Up-
date or Device Manager, focusing on graphics, chipset, and network drivers. Updated drivers
improve communication between hardware and Windows. This helps reduce crashes, stuttering,
and random slowdowns.

Why Is My Windows Computer So Slow and How Microsoft Windows Performance Tips Fix It

A slow Windows computer often struggles due to limited free storage, malware activity, or restrictive
power settings. Microsoft Windows performance tips recommend keeping at least 20 percent of disk space
free to avoid slow read-write operations. Storage Sense can be enabled to automatically remove temporary
files and unused system data in the background.

Malware 1s another hidden cause of performance drops. Running a full scan with Windows Security iden-
tifies background threats that consume memory and CPU cycles. Power mode settings also matter more
than many users realize. Switching to Best performance under Power & battery allows the processor to
operate without aggressive throttling.

Visual effects further impact speed on mid-range systems. Adjust performance settings to prioritize speed
over animations. These Microsoft Windows performance tips work together to restore balance and elimi-
nate common bottlenecks.

** Visit the PPCUG Website **
At: www.PPCUGinc.com.Read all about our club activities and scheduled monthly meetings, also current and past
issues of the Gazette Newsletter. Links also to the Meeting Handouts on past presentations.
Send your comments and suggestions to the PPCUG Webmaster,
Alan Baker @ jackal33980@gmail.com (931) 239-0877
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https://www.techtimes.com/reporters/glanze-patrick
https://unsplash.com/photos/black-and-white-laptop-computer--jCY4oEMA3o
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/tips-to-improve-pc-performance-in-windows-b3b3ef5b-5953-fb6a-2528-4bbed82fba96

Configuring Windows Firewall for Maximum Safety

By Dellenny

by John Edward
N

Windows computers are used everywhere—at home, in schools, and in businesses. Because they are con-
nected to the internet, they face many security risks such as malware, hackers, and network attacks. One of
the most important built-in security tools in Windows is Windows Firewall. When configured correctly, it
can protect your system from unwanted access and keep your data safe.

In this blog, we will explain what the Windows Firewall is, why it matters, and how to configure it step by
step for maximum safety.

What Is Windows Firewall?

Windows Firewall is a security feature built into the Windows operating system. Its main job is to control
incoming and outgoing network traffic.

Think of it like a digital security guard. It checks who or what is trying to enter or leave your computer net-
work and decides whether to allow or block the connection.

Some of the tasks Windows Firewall handles include:

Blocking suspicious programs
Preventing unauthorized users from accessing your computer
Controlling which applications can access the internet

- Managing network access in home, work, or public locations
Because it works in the background, many users never notice it running. But having it properly configured
is very important.

Why Configure Windows Firewall?

Even though the firewall is enabled by default, the basic settings might not offer the strongest protection.
Configuring Windows Firewall makes your system safer in several ways:

1. Blocks hackers and malicious traffic

Cyber-attacks often begin by scanning for open ports in your system. A properly configured firewall can
close those doors before anything harmful can get through.
2. Controls which apps can communicate online

(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)
Many programs try to connect to the internet without asking. Windows Firewall lets you decide which
apps should be allowed or blocked.

3. Helps protect personal and business data

If an unauthorized program tries to send information from your computer, the firewall can stop it.
4. Offers protection on different networks
For example:

e Home networks are usually safer

e Public networks (cafés, airports) are more dangerous
The firewall can behave differently depending on where you are connected.

How to Open Windows Firewall

Before configuring anything, you need to open the firewall settings:
1. Click the Start Menu
2. Type Windows Security and open it

3. Select Firewall & network protection
From here, you can see your active network and firewall status.

How to Configure Basic Firewall Settings

1. Check if the Firewall is On
In the Firewall window, look at three network types:

e Domain network
e Private network

e Public network
Make sure each one shows “Firewall is on.” If not, click and turn it on.

2. Configure Allowed Apps

Some applications need internet access to work, such as browsers, video conferencing tools, or online
games. But others might not be safe. To manage allowed apps:

1. In the Firewall menu, click Allow an app through firewall
2. Press Change settings
3. Review the list of apps

4. Check or uncheck apps based on whether you trust them
As arule:

e Allow apps only if needed

(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)
e Never allow unknown or suspicious programs

3. Adjust Notifications

Windows Firewall can notify you when a program tries to connect to the internet. To enable notifications:
1. Go to Firewall & network protection

2. Click Firewall notification settings

3

Turn on notifications for all network types

4.
This ensures you are always informed when new applications want access.

Advanced Configuration for Maximum Safety

1. Using Advanced Security Panel

2.

Windows also includes Windows Defender Firewall with Advanced Security, which gives deeper con-
trol. To open it:

1. Search for Advanced Firewall in the Start Menu
Here, you can control:

e Inbound rules — incoming connections
¢ Outbound rules — outgoing traffic

e Connection security rules
This area is powerful and perfect for advanced users or business environments.

2. Create Custom Firewall Rules

You can block or allow connections based on:
e Application
e Port number

e Specific network addresses
For example, to block outbound traffic for a specific app:

1. Go to Outbound Rules

2. Click New Rule

3. Choose Program

4. Select the application’s file

(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)
5. Choose Block the connection

6. Apply to all profiles

7. Name the rule and save
This helps prevent unauthorized apps from sending data.

3. Block Unused Ports

Hackers often scan for open ports. If you do not use certain ports, block them:
1. Go to Inbound Rules — New Rule
2. Choose Port
3. Select TCP or UDP
4. Enter port numbers

5. Choose Block the connectionFirewall logs help you track suspicious activity
Blocking unused ports reduces attack surfaces.

4. Enable Logging for Monitoring

. To turn on logging:
1. Open Advanced Firewall
2. Right-click Windows Firewall Properties
3. Go to Logging
4. Enable logging and choose file location
This can help detect hacking attempts or blocked software.
Best Security Practices
Keep Your System Updated
Firewall protection is strongest when Windows is up to date. Always install updates promptly.
Use Antivirus Alongside Firewall
Windows Firewall is strong, but working with antivirus software provides stronger defense.
Avoid Allowing Unknown Apps
If you don’t recognize a program asking for access—block it.
Use Public Networks Carefully
In public Wi-Fi:

(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)
e Disable file sharing

e Keep firewall enabled
e Avoid sensitive activities if possible
Windows Firewall is a powerful tool that provides essential security for your computer. With the right

configuration, it can block attackers, control network activity, protect personal information, and help keep
your system safe.

By following the steps in this guide—such as enabling notifications, managing allowed apps, setting cus-
tom rules, and enabling logging—you gain stronger control over your digital security

You do not need to be a technical expert. Even basic settings can make a big difference. With proper con-

figuration, Windows Firewall becomes a strong and reliable defense that protects you every time you con-
nect to the internet

20 Hidden Windows 11 Tips and Tricks

to Boost Performance and Productivity

By Tech Toward
Summary

20 Hidden Windows 11 Tips and Tricks to Boost Performance and Productivity might sound tech-
nical, but beneath the surface lies a surprisingly simple way to make your PC feel faster, calmer, and
more personal. With the right Windows 11 tweaks, you can reclaim time, reduce friction, and unlock fea-
tures most people never notice—without installing anything extra or risking stability.

If you’re already using Windows 11, you’re sitting on powerful tools designed to help you work smarter.
The catch? Many of them are quietly tucked away.

Why Windows 11 Feels Powerful—Yet Sometimes Frustrating

Ever feel like your computer should be faster than it is?

You buy a solid machine, install Windows 11, and for a while everything feels smooth. Then notifications
pile up. Multitasking feels clumsy. Simple actions take more clicks than they should. You start blaming
your hardware—when in reality, Windows 11 is capable of much more than its default setup shows.

I’ve spent years optimizing Windows systems for writers, developers, small business owners, and every-
day users. And almost every time, the biggest performance gains come not from expensive upgrades—but
from hidden settings and smart habits built directly into Windows 11.

(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

Here’s what you’ll discover:

Subtle Windows 11 tips and tricks that quietly speed things up
Productivity features Microsoft doesn’t explain well
Simple changes that reduce mental load and digital clutter

e 20 practical tips you can apply today—no tech jargon required
Let’s unlock what Windows 11 was meant to feel like.

Why These Windows 11 Tips Matter More Than You Think

Windows 11 isn’t just a visual refresh—it’s a shift toward Al-assisted workflows, efficiency, and fo-
cus. According to Microsoft’s own documentation, Windows 11 is optimized for modern CPUs, back-
ground task management, and multitasking behavior.

But defaults are designed for the average user, not your workflow.

That’s where these 20 tips come in.

The 20 Hidden Windows 11 Tips and Tricks (That Actually Make a Difference)
1. Turn On Storage Sense to Prevent Silent Slowdowns
Short answer: Storage Sense automatically cleans junk files before they hurt performance.

Most people never enable this. Storage Sense quietly removes temporary files, old cache data, and un-
used system files.

Path:
Settings — System — Storage — Storage Sense

This is one of those “set it once, benefit forever” Windows 11 tips.
2. Snap Layouts: Multitasking Without Mental Fatigue
Hover over the maximize button on any window.
That grid you see? It’s Snap Layouts—and it’s criminally underused.
Why it matters:

e Faster multitasking

e Fewer window-dragging distractions

e Better focus across tasks
(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 9)
Once you get used to it, going back feels chaotic.

3. Virtual Desktops That Match Your Brain

Short answer: Virtual desktops let you separate work, personal, and creative spaces.
Create different desktops for deep work, meetings, and personal browsing.
Shortcut: Win + Tab

This tip alone has helped many users reduce cognitive overload.

4. Quiet the Noise with Focus Sessions

Most people think Focus Sessions are just timers.

They’re not.

Focus Sessions integrate Microsoft To Do, Spotify, and netification control.
You’ll find it inside the Clock app.

5. Disable Startup Apps You Don’t Need

Short answer: Fewer startup apps mean faster boot times.

Path:

Settings — Apps — Startup

You’ll often find apps launching that you forgot even existed.

6. Hidden Clipboard History (You’ll Use This Daily)
Press Win + V.
Windows 11 keeps a history of copied items—text, links, even images.

Once you use it, regular copy-paste feels ancient.

7. Power Mode Isn’t Just for Laptops
Short answer: Power mode affects performance even on desktops.

Path:
Settings — System — Power & Battery — Power Mode

Choose Best performance if you want speed over energy savings.

8. Visual Effects: Beauty vs. Speed

(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)
Windows 11 animations look great—but they cost resources.
Path:

Settings — Accessibility — Visual effects

Turning off unnecessary animations can make older systems feel brand new.

9. File Explorer Tabs (Yes, Finally)

If you’re still opening multiple File Explorer windows—you don’t have to.
Windows 11 supports tabs, similar to a browser.

Right-click and choose Open in new tab.

10. Search That Actually Finds Things

Short answer: Windows Search can be tuned to work faster and smarter.
Path:
Settings — Privacy & Security — Searching Windows

Switch to Enhanced indexing if you frequently search files.

11. Right-Click Menu: Restore the Full Version
The simplified right-click menu hides useful options.
Trick: Hold Shift and right-click to see the classic menu.

Small change. Big productivity win

12. Background App Permissions = Hidden Performance Drain

Apps running in the background quietly eat memory.

Path:

Settings — Apps — Installed apps — Choose an app — Background app permissions

Limit background access to essentials only.

(Continued on page 12)
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(Continued from page 11)

13. Keyboard Shortcuts That Feel Like Superpowers
A few underrated ones:

e Win + Z opens Snap layouts

e Win + X opens the power user menu

e Win +. opens the emoji and symbol picker

Keyboard fluency equals speed.

14. Notification Summary Instead of Constant Interruptions

Short answer: Let Windows notify you once, not 50 times.
Use notification scheduling to batch alerts.

Path:

Settings — System — Notifications

This is a focus saver.

15. Cloud Clipboard Across Devices

Sign into the same Microsoft account.
Your clipboard syncs across devices automatically.

This feature alone saves minutes every day.

16. Optimize Drives Automatically (Not Just HDDs)
Even SSDs benefit from scheduled optimization.

Path:
Settings — System — Storage — Advanced storage settings — Optimize Drives

Windows 11 handles this quietly when enabled.
17. Dynamic Refresh Rate (If Your Screen Supports It)
Windows 11 can automatically lower refresh rates to save power.

Path:
Settings — System — Display — Advanced display

(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page 12)
It’s performance-aware, not just flashy.

18. Hide Taskbar Distractions

Widgets, chat, and search can clutter attention.

Right-click the taskbar, open Taskbar settings, and disable what you don’t use.
Your eyes will thank you.

19. Nearby Sharing for Instant File Transfers

Short answer: Share files wirelessly between nearby devices.

This works especially well between Windows PCs on the same network.

Path:
Settings — System — Nearby sharing

20. Reset Without Reinstalling Everything
If Windows 11 feels sluggish over time, use Reset this PC while keeping your files.

Path:
Settings — System — Recovery

This often restores near-new performance.

The Hidden Truth About Windows 11 Productivity

Most people think performance problems require new hardware, third-party tools, or risky registry
hacks.

But the truth is simpler.

Windows 11 already includes performance and productivity features—if you know where to look.
Frequently Asked Questions
Is Windows 11 actually faster than Windows 10?

Short answer: Yes.
On modern hardware, Windows 11 manages resources more efficiently. The difference becomes notice-
able when you optimize background apps and multitasking features

Do these Windows 11 tips and tricks slow down my PC?

Most people think they might, but here’s the truth:
These tips reduce load, clutter, and unnecessary processes. They’re designed to improve performance.

Are these tips safe for beginners?

Yes, and that’s why they matter.
Everything here uses built-in Windows 11 settings. No risky software. No system file edits.

(Continued on page 14)
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(Continued from page 13)

How many of these tips should I use?

Start with five to seven that match your daily habits.
The biggest gains come from consistency, not doing everything at once.

Does Windows 11 need third-party optimization tools?

Short answer: No.
Windows 11 already includes most of what those tools promise—without the risks.

Final Thoughts
Windows 11 isn’t slow, broken, or bloated.
It’s just misunderstood.

When you uncover the hidden Windows 11 tips and tricks built into the system, something shifts.
Your computer stops feeling like a distraction and starts feeling like a tool that actually supports how
you think and work.

Now that you know how 20 Hidden Windows 11 Tips and Tricks to Boost Performance and
Productivity really work, don’t just scroll away. Try a few today and feel the difference for your-
self.

You’ll be surprised how simple it feels

Gazette February 2026 www.PPCUGinc.com Page 14




Revised April 2025

Plateau PC Users Group, Inc.
Application for Membership for 2026-2027

------- New Member ------ Renewing Member
Return this application with a check for annual dues payable to “PLATEAU PC USERS GROUP”
Return to the club Treasurer during our meeting or mail to
“PPCUG Treasurer. 221 Tomlon Road, Crossville TN 38555

Our annual dues are now payable July 1*. of each fiscal year.

Persons// families joining during the fiscal year have dues payable as follows:

Join In July - Sept  Oct - Dec Jan - Mar  Apr - June

Single $24 $18 $12 $6

Family $30 $22 $15 §7
Date: Amount Paid: § __________ by Cash ___,or Check (# ____________ )
Last Name First Name Family Member (if family membership)
Address:

----------------------- ()

City State Zip Code Phone Number

E-Mail address: -
Please Print

I have belonged to a Computer Club before: Yes .. No
I have used PC’s since (year): .

I have knowledge in the following areas that I would be willing to share with club members:
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March 2026

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 410:00 AM. |5 6 7
PPCUG
Board Meet-
ing

10 3:00pP.M. | 11 12 13 14
General Mtg.
Presentation.
Followed by

Q&A Session

19

22 23 26

29 30 31
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