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Since moving to FFG, we have had both 
Dish Network and Xfinity internet.  We 
have the free Xfinity TV box, a Roku and a 
Visio “smart TV”.   We will be cutting off 
the Dish contract  (> $100/month) and 
replacing some lost content for hopefully 
under $50/month. 

What is My Goal? 



For the last year, we have been “figuring it 
out”.  This year, July 4 will be Freedom 
from Dish day! 

 

Last year’s presentation (link): 
June 14, 2022  George Sengstock: "Internet TV and Streaming" 

What is My Goal? 
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Hardware Prerequisites 

In last year’s presentation, we talked a lot 
about hardware and network prerequisites 
to access streaming technology. 

 

This time, we assume you have what you 
need to get started but will quickly review 
some key topics. 

 

 



Viewing Hardware 

• Cellphone or tablet via Bluetooth/WiFi 

 

• Tablet or PC via HDMI cable 

 

• Streaming device over WiFi (or Ethernet cable) 

 

• “Smart” TV over WiFi (or Ethernet cable) 

 

 



Network 
In this context, “Network” refers to not only to 
how internet signals are routed in your house 
but also your internet provider.  In our area, 
you are liking using one of the following 
providers: 
 

Xfinity (Comcast) 
 
Frontier 
 
Spectrum (Charter) 
 
Ben Lomand 

 

https://www.xfinity.com/overview
https://frontier.com/shop/tv
https://spectrumspecial.com/internet-2
https://benlomandconnect.com/residential-services/internet-services/
https://benlomandconnect.com/residential-services/internet-services/


Hardware Checklist 

• Know your provider(s) plans and costs.  Explore 
what you have now. 
 

• Know your house Network.  i.e.   SSID, 
password(s) and physical layout. 
 

• Sound re-enforcement.  Almost a must given with 
modern super-flat TVs.  
 

• Learn how to navigate with your remote control.   
Do you have voice command? 
 
 
 



Buying a New Smart TV? 

• Combines HD or 4K LCD television with one of 
the common Streaming Devices. 
 

• Besides screen size, make your selection 
based on the inputs and outputs you need for 
your situation. 

 



A Neat Trick:  ChromeCast 
My smart TV and Roku device allows me to “clone” my PC or 

phone screen to the TV without using cables.   It works over 
Wi-Fi and is part of the Chrome Browser making surfing the 
web or watching internet videos with you spouse easy. 

 

 



What is Streaming? 

 

 



What is Streaming? 

Streaming is a way to receive music, radio and 
TV broadcasts, movies or even going to church 
on the internet.   

 

Personally, I group these into two technical 
types; live or on-demand.   The former are like 
traditional TV (or radio) stations and have a 
schedule while the later are watched 
whenever you want. 



Cable and satellite TV has been similar to radio 
broadcasting which started in the early 1900’s.  
A device has been added to your home to 
enable reception of channels based on 
subscription basis. 



When streaming, a unique connection between the 
server and the client (your device) is established.  
The content passes through layers of technologies 
and protocols so complex they are represented as 
boxes and clouds. 



What does it cost? 
Many channels are free.  In general, this works like 

traditional TV in that advertisements financially 
support the programming. 

 

One can also do “pay per view” and is cheaper than 
the movie theater. 

Subscribing to one or more of the premium services 
give access to thousands of programs for a 
monthly or annual fee. 

Paid for programming is generally “On demand” 
and does not have commercials. 



Enough 
Technobable, 
Show me the 

Content! 



Common “Free” Channels 
’Live’, TV series, classic movies and more. 
Has advertisements just like regular TV. 

 
 
 

Amazon Freevee (formerly IMDb TV) 
Crackle 
Fawesome.tv 
The Film Detective 
Haystack News 
Hoopla 
HyFyTV 
Kanopy 

LG Channels/Channel Plus  (LG owners only) 

Mozi 

Peacock 
Plex 
 
 

Pluto TV 
Redbox 
The Roku Channel   
Samsung TV Plus  (Samsung owners only) 

Sling Free 
Tivo+ 
Tubi 
Vice TV 
Visio Watchfree+  (Visio owners only) 

Vix 
Vudo (Fandango) 
We TV 
Xumo TV 
 
 
 



Popular Paid Services 



Pick a Service 

The inter-relation of internet, media and streaming providers is complex.  
Even what brand hardware (TV) you have may affect which streaming 
services you will use, especially when seeking “free” options. 



Two services have marketed themselves as 
being the all-inclusive, one-stop shop to 
replace the dish/cable box and provide on-
demand streaming options.   The price is 
the same or less than your current 

Cable/Satellite service while including 
features not possible with legacy TV. 
 

Details on each follows 
 

https://www.hulu.com/welcome https://tv.youtube.com/welcome 
 

https://www.hulu.com/welcome
https://tv.youtube.com/welcome


youtube base-plan 
 

YouTube Premium - YouTube 

https://tv.youtube.com/welcome/?gclsrc=3p.ds&utm_servlet=prod&zipcode=38558
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VIEW CHANNELS IN YOUR AREA → 

https://www.hulu.com/welcome


https://www.hulu.com/welcome 
 

https://www.hulu.com/welcome






Netflix Plans and Pricing 

https://help.netflix.com/en/node/24926


https://www.whats-on-netflix.com/coming-soon/ 
 
https://www.netflix.com/browse/genre/83 
 

https://www.whats-on-netflix.com/coming-soon/
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Current Amazon Prime membership pricing:  $14.99 per month or $139 per year 
Prime Video (only) membership:   $8.99 per month 

Amazon Prime (full) membership includes: 
 

• Free same-day delivery of items bought on Amazon in major U.S. metropolitan areas 

• Free watching of online movies and TV shows through Amazon Instant Video 

• Discounts on some items, and early access to deals on others 

• Free access to songs, playlists, and custom radio stations in Amazon Music 

• Unlimited storage for photos in Amazon Cloud Drive 

• Flat delivery fee on groceries from Prime Pantry, including Amazon Elements products 

• Access to early Kindle e-books and a lending library 

• Ability to share these benefits with another member of your household 

• Free two-day shipping of items bought on Amazon throughout the continental U.S. 

https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/other/how-much-does-amazon-prime-cost/ar-BB19ivxB 
 
https://www.amazon.com/gp/help/customer/display.html%3FnodeId%3D200966690 
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https://www.amazon.com/gp/video/epg 
 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/video/epg


Thinking Outside the Box 

There are many sources of programming you will not 
find unless you specifically look for it 

These are all British offerings.  Yes, there is streaming 
outside of the USA and we have access to much of it. 

24/7 Horror? If there’s a hobby, there’s a 
“channel” for it. 



How Do I Find Anything? 

 

• Internet  

– Google 

– Streaming company web site 

 

• Text search on device 

 

• Voice command 

 



Example Voice Command Results 

“Music” 



Example Voice Command Results 

“70s Hits Music” 



Example Voice Command Results 

“Led Zeppelin” 



Example Voice Command Results 

“Symphony Concert” 



Example Voice Command Results 

“Classical Music” 



Making the Switch: 
Our Situation 

• We currently have a Dish Network contract and 
moved the receiver/VCR here.  A dish installer 
showed up the day we moved in and installed and 
connected a new dish for free! 
 $ 107/ month  recently reduced to $89/month but 

with many channels lost including all music channels 

 
• Comcast sent a cable modem/WiFi router and “free” 

Xfinity Flex streaming TV box (basic device). 
 $ 34/ month 

 
Note:  Apple TV and Airplay do not support Xfinity Stream.  



Making the Switch: Weekly TV 

Grey’s Anatomy 

The Good Doctor 

Station 19 

A Million Little Things 

This is Us 

New Amsterdam 

NBC Nightly News 

Local News (Knoxville 6) 

 

 

 

 

 

Her 

Wheel of Fortune 

The Blacklist 

Chicago Fire 

Chicago PD 

Chicago Med 

The Weather Channel 

When Calls the Heart* 

 

 
* My Man Card is revoked 

 

 

 

 

Fox News 

 

Newsmax 

 

AM560 (Chicago) 

 

 

 

 

Him Both 



Making the Switch: Weekly TV 

Grey’s Anatomy 

The Good Doctor 

Station 19 

A Million Little Things 

 

This is Us 

New Amsterdam 

NBC Nightly News 

 

Local News (Knoxville 6) 

 Watch at 
https://www.wate.com
/live-newscasts/ 

 

 

 

Her 

Wheel of Fortune 

The Blacklist 

Chicago Fire 

Chicago PD 

Chicago Med 

 

The Weather Channel 

 

When Calls the Heart 

 

 

 

 

Fox News 

 

Newsmax 

 

AM560 (Chicago) 
560the answer.com 

 

 

 

 

Him Both 

https://www.wate.com/live-newscasts/
https://www.wate.com/live-newscasts/
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Know Your Apps 

https://www.tomsguide.com/reviews/xfinity-flex 

 
 https://www.vizio.com/en/smart-tv-apps 

 
 

The Xfinity internet service is “NBC 
centric” so Peacock Premium is included 
no matter the device! 
 
But to get the usual “free” ABC, CBS and 
other channels competitor devices have 
one must subscribe to Xfinity Plus for 
$35/month.   

The Visio smart TV have the basic 
network channels built in.   

The built-in apps and level of service vary from device to device. 
Welcome to WWIII …. The TV Wars! 

https://www.tomsguide.com/reviews/xfinity-flex
https://www.tomsguide.com/reviews/xfinity-flex
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For many years, I have been listening to what 
are normally AM radio broadcasts on my 
computer and now phone. 

 

Several years ago, my wife and I starting using 
the Kindle Fire then Roku to watch movies 
using our Amazon Prime subscription.  After 
Moving to FFG, we now have an Xfinity Flex 
device and a new smart TV (for the man cave). 

What Do We Stream? 



Streaming: Our Situation 
• Our Network speed is much faster here in FFG 

than it was in Illinois (enhanced DSL). 

• We have 3 streaming devices (3 rooms with a TV) 

– An old Roku 

– Xfinity Flex TV 

– Visio Smart TV 

• We have the following paid for services 
Full Amazon member for Xmas shopping 

 

Shared with sister-in-law 

 

Shared with sister-in-law but we really haven’t used 
much 

 



What Premium Channels Do We Watch? 

 

 

Classic “Chick Flicks” 

 

 

 

 

 

Her 

Good Girls 

 

Yellowstone 

 

Downton Abbey 

 

Ozark 

 

 

 

 

 

Classic Rock Concerts 
and Documentaries 

 

Symphonies 

 

Classic Action Movies 

 

 

 

 

Him Both 



What Premium Programs Do We Stream? 

 

 

Classic “Chick Flicks” 

 

 

 

 

 

Her 

Good Girls 

 

Yellowstone 

 

Downton Abbey 

 

Ozark 

 

Movies 
 

 Pay per view occasionally 

 

 

Classic Rock Concerts 
and Documentaries 

  free 

Symphonies 

  free 

Classic Action Movies 

 

  and free 

 

 

 

 

Him Both 



What we are watching Today? 

1923 

? 



Sorry Ladies 

Kevin Costner is 
reportedly not returning 
to “Yellowstone” after 
Season 5 concludes 
 
 
But there’s now a new 
old guy in town….. 



What we are watching Today? 

We are currently having 
Tuesday night viewing with 
friends.  This happens to be 
via YouTube TV as they 
“bundle” several of the 
content providers (such as 
paramount). 
 
This is an example of the 
complex inter-connction 
between services. 



The Bottom Line 
Before making the full switch away from cable or satellite do 
some self-research like the examples above.   In our case, we 
will be able to get almost all our regular viewed programs for 
less than half of what our Dish Network subscription is.   
 
If you do not watch much TV, cut the cable and watch free 
for the cost of your internet connection and a one-time 
purchase of a basic streaming device or smart TV. 
 
If you are in the middle of the road, like us, subscribing to 2 
premium services will likely get all you want, much more 
than cable/satellite ever had. 
 
It takes a while to get used to but by word of mouth, 

patience and some internet searching you may fine the 
experience more rewarding than cable. 
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